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Purpose
 
The Board recognizes the value to school governance of public comment on educational issues and
the importance of involving parents/guardians, community stakeholders and the public in Board
meetings. The Board also recognizes its responsibility for proper governance of the district and the
need to conduct its business in an orderly and efficient manner.
 
Authority
 
The Board adopts this policy to govern public participation in Board meetings necessary to conduct
its meeting and to maintain order.[1]
 
In order to permit fair and orderly expression of public comment, the Board shall provide an
opportunity at each open meeting of the Board for comment on matters of concern, official action
or deliberation before the Board prior to official action by the Board.[2][3]
 
The Board shall require that all public comments be made at the beginning of each meeting.
 
If the Board determines there is not sufficient time at a meeting for public comments, the
comment period may be deferred to the next regular meeting or to a special meeting occurring
before the next regular meeting.[2]
 
When an item is added to the agenda after the public comment period has ended, the Board shall
offer a further public comment opportunity limited to the added item(s) before any official action is
taken on the item.[2][3]
 
Definitions
 
Participant - a resident of the district, taxpayer of the district, a person or firm eligible to bid on
materials or services currently solicited by the Board, district student, or district employee making
a comment at an open meeting of the Board.[2]
 
Resident - A person who resides in the district and is thus entitled to free public education by the
district for their school-age children. The district will consider district property records and tax
records to determine residency. Residency may also be established by providing a deed, lease,
utility bill, vehicle registration, driver's license, or Department of Transportation identification card
for a district address.
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Taxpayer of the District - (1) an individual or entity who owns real estate in the district and
pays real estate taxes for the property in question, (2) an individual who pays earned income tax
to the district, or (3) an individual who pays a per capita tax to the district.
 
Delegation of Responsibility
 
The presiding officer at each public Board meeting shall follow Board policy for the conduct of
public meetings. Where his/her ruling is disputed, it may be overruled by a majority of those
Board members present and voting.[4][5]
 
The Superintendent or designee shall create and publish procedures implementing this policy,
including, but not limited to, standards of reasonable decorum and the method by which the
district will collect information and verify the eligibility of a member of the public to speak as a
participant.
 
Guidelines
 
All individuals wishing to participate in an public open Board meeting shall register their intent
with the Board Secretary in advance of the meeting and shall include the name and address of the
participant, topic to be addressed, and group affiliation, if applicable.
 
Participants must be recognized by the presiding officer and must preface their comments by an
announcement of their name, municipality, and group affiliation if applicable.
 
No participant may speak more than once on the same topic. Participants may not cede their time
to other individuals.
 
Participants are encouraged, but not required, to direct all statements and questions to the
presiding officer and/or to the Board as a whole. Board members are not required to respond to
public comment.
 
The presiding officer may:
 

1. Interrupt or terminate a participant's statement when the statement is too lengthy, obscene,
or constitutes a threat of physical violence
 

2. Request any individual to leave the meeting when that person does not observe reasonable
decorum.
 

3. Request the assistance of law enforcement officers to remove a disorderly person when
his/her conduct interferes with the orderly progress of the meeting.
 

4. Call a recess or adjourn to another time when the lack of public decorum interferes with the
orderly conduct of the meeting.
 

5. Waive these rules with the approval of the Board.
 
Electronic recording devices and cameras, in addition to those used as official recording devices,
shall be permitted at public meetings under guidelines established by the Board that ensure such
recording devices and the act of recording do not interfere with the orderly operation of the
meeting or the public viewing of that meeting. For larger recording devices, that may include a
requirement to utilize such devices only in a designated area.[6]
 
No banners will be permitted within the meeting room. Signs are permitted provided that they are
held by individuals and:
 

1. Do not exceed 8.5 by 11 inches in size;
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2. Are only carried or held by individuals so that the view of other individuals at the meeting is
not considered;
 

3. Do not include obscenities, threats of violence, or other unprotected speech; and
 

4. Are not mounted, affixed, or leaned against walls, chairs, or other furniture in the meeting
room.

 
Allegations of Sunshine Law Violations
 
Attendees wishing to register objections alleging violations of the Sunshine Law shall approach
lectern and request to make the objection. An objector shall have a maximum of two (2) minutes
to provide their name, the section of the Sunshine Law allegedly violated, and a description of how
the activity taken or not taken by the district or Board violated the identified section of the
Sunshine Law. The statement shall be limited to the objection. If the same objection applies to
multiple board agenda items, the Board will take note that there is a standing objection.
 
The meeting agenda and all pertinent documents shall be available to the press and public at the
meetings.[7]

Legal 1. 65 Pa. C.S.A. 710

2. 65 Pa. C.S.A. 710.1

3. 65 Pa. C.S.A. 712.1

4. 24 P.S. 407

5. Pol. 006

65 Pa. C.S.A. 701 et seq

6. 65 Pa. C.S.A. 711

7. 65 Pa. C.S.A. 709

Pol. 906
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