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9th Grade Parent Town Hall Presentation 



Overview
o Meet Counseling and Support Team 
o Middle vs. High School
o Review Promotion Criteria and Graduation 

Requirements
o Testing Info
o GPA Information
o Schoolinks
o Dual Enrollment/ AP Classes
o Freshman Advisement
o Upcoming Events
o Who to Contact
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Meet the JCHS Counseling 
and Support Team

Tiffany Hudson- Counselor 9th grade A-Z (cohort 2029)

Counselors for 10th- 12th grade students 
o John DeRosso: A-DE
o Chelsea Dreyer: Dh-Ka
o Nicole Taylor*: Ke-L 
o J. Giles: M-Sal 
o Renee Bartley: Sam-Z

Support Team Members 

o Katie Boglione- Graduation Coach 
o Patrick Martin- School Counseling AP 
o Carol Matthieson- Counseling Clerk 
o Maiko Noiri-Schoen- School Social Worker 
o Jordan Smith-504 Coordinator
o Sandy Shin- Bilingual Parent Liaison 
o Kathy Samples- Data Clerk
o Helen Villar- Registrar 
o Stephen Warren- School Psychologist 



Middle School vs. 
High School

• Semester grades were averaged.
• Little to no homework.
• You may have been able to wait 

until the day before to study for a 
test or quiz.

• Teachers would check in and offer 
tutoring/additional support.

• Semester grades are separate- if you 
fail one semester, you will have to 
make up the class to earn the credit. 

• Homework is daily in almost all 
classes. 

• You will need to set aside time daily 
to study and review notes.

• You are expected to advocate for 
yourself when you need help. The level 
of responsibility increases in high 
school.

Middle School High School 



Promotion and Grade 
Level

Seniors (12th Grade)
17.0+ Credits

Juniors (11th Grade)
11.0-16.5 Credits

Sophomores (10th Grade)
5.0-10.5 Credits

Freshmen (9th Grade)
0-4.5 Credits



FCS Graduation 
Requirements

World Language is not a graduation 
requirement, but 2 or 3 years of the SAME 
world language may be required for 
college admission.

*Electronic Personal Fitness Waiver 
–does not give credit only ensures the Personal Fitness requirement 
has been satisfied. Until it is listed on your transcript as waived, 
do not consider yourself cleared of the requirement. 

You need a total of 23 credits AND have 
the required courses to graduate.

English- 4 Credits
Math- 4 Credits

Science- 4 Credits

Social Studies- 3 Credits
CTAE/Fine Arts/ Language- 3 Credits

Health (.5) & Personal Fitness (.5)- 1 Credit

Additional Electives- 4 Credits



Testing in High School 
Georgia End of Course Testing 

o EOC Testing is required in the following 
courses:
o Algebra C&C
o Lit/Comp II
o Biology 
o U.S. History 
EOCs count for 20% of your final 
grade

Advanced Placement (AP) testing 
o Students can take AP Exam at the end of the 

year to earn college credit. 

Pre-Scholastic Assessment Test (PSAT)
o 9th-11th grade students take the PSAT. PSAT tells students 

how they would do on the SAT. Scores are also used to 
identify students for AP courses and the National Merit 
Scholarship. 

o Students will take the PSAT at Johns Creek on 
Wednesday, October 8th.

College Admission Exams
o Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT)
o American College Test (ACT)

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery (ASVAB)

o A standardized test that measure a person’s aptitude in 4 
areas:
o Verbal 
o Math 
o Science& Technical 
o Spatial

o The ASVAB does NOT mean you have to join the military. 
o Tentative administration- January 2026

o ASVAB Sign Up Form

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mLHcDGmBcEu6n9p-O6cAwhSNpnyTS35CnUn5KKdvlcZUQTdZWEozT1ZJNzlLRFE4Uk1ZV0I5UTlTRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mLHcDGmBcEu6n9p-O6cAwhSNpnyTS35CnUn5KKdvlcZUQTdZWEozT1ZJNzlLRFE4Uk1ZV0I5UTlTRi4u


Understanding GPA
All final 

grades go on 
your 

transcript!

Failed courses 
can be made up, 
but the failing 

grade never goes 
away.

FCS GPA
• 100-point scale
• All final grades are 

included
• Weighted

*AP , Honors, & DE= 7 additional points if passed

• Calculated by Fulton 
County and posted on 
transcript

HOPE GPA
• 4.0 scale
• Academic/Core Classes 

taken in HS
• Unweighted
• Calculated by Georgia 

Student Finance 
Commission

You can begin 
tracking your HOPE 
GPA in 10th grade

Gafutures.org



Accessing 
Grades/Attendance/Transcripts

Parents and students can monitor grades and 
attendance through Infinite Campus Parent Portal. 

Parents can also view student progress in their Canvas 
Observer accounts.

Parents can view transcripts that include middle school 
credits (if applicable) through Infinite Campus when 

you click on “Documents”. 



Schoolinks
All students have access to Schoolinks via ClassLink. 

Some of the Schoolinks features include:
• Career Interest Surveys 
• College Search & Match Tools
• Scholarship Database
• Resume Builder 

Parents can create linked accounts to monitor the progress of their 
students 

***A flowchart and directions to create an account will be provided at a later date. 



Dual Enrollment
Georgia’s Dual Enrollment Program offers students the opportunity to experience college courses and 

begin their college academic career while still in high school. Students can take approved CTAE and Core 
(English, Math, Science, Social Studies and World Language) courses.

The DE program covers standard tuition, mandatory fees and required books, for up to 30 Semester 
hours. There is a Max of 15 semester hours/terms (Summer, Spring, Fall). The funding does not

come out of a student’s future HOPE funding.

Who is Eligible for Dual Enrollment?
10th Graders

• May enroll in approved Career, Technical, and Agriculture 
Education (CTAE) courses. 

• Requires a minimum of SAT score of 1200 or minimum ACT 
score of 26 in a single test administration. 

• Student will submit scores to the DE college as part of the 
application process.

11th and 12th Graders

• May enroll in any approved Dual Enrollment course.
• Student must have completed the admission process and 

been accepted and approved by participating 
postsecondary institution. 

9th grade students aren’t eligible for Dual Enrollment. 



AP vs DE

DE Classes
• Take college classes with other college 

students.

• Apply for transfer credit – All public 
institutions in GA accept; will depend on out 
of state college.

• Flexibility of class schedule. 

• Can take courses not offered at JCHS. 

• Exposure to college experiences/academics

Both Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enrollment (DE) classes are college level, high rigor courses and 
challenging in their own way. Weighted the same, FCS GPAs and the HOPE GPA. There are some differences one 

should consider when deciding the best fit. If you have questions on if colleges will accept the credit, reach out to 
the colleges directly. 

AP Classes
• Designed for high school student, 

taken with other high school students.

• Earn college credit by passing the AP 
Exam- Colleges determine what scores 
they will accept. 

• Can take AP classes as early as 9th 
grade. 



Freshman Advisement
After fall break, I will begin Freshman Advisement.

• Meet in small groups with Ms. Hudson 
• Explore the big picture of your high school journey
• Draft a 4-year course plan (not permanent, but a helpful roadmap)
• Ask questions and get personalized guidance



Freshman Workshops

Open to all 9th grade students- Link to register: Freshman Foundation Workshops
Meet twice a month starting in late October-April (1 meeting in person, 1 meeting virtually)

Each meeting will focus on a different skill for success, based on data and feedback for students

Introducing the Freshman Foundation Workshop series

https://forms.office.com/r/4ahVgw3Y07


Upcoming 9th Grade Events

Fall Semester 
• PSAT- October 8, 2025
• October 20th- December 12th  Freshman Advisement- 4-year course planning
• Freshman Foundations Workshops 

Spring Semester 
• Freshman Seminar/ Bridge Bill Activities
• Freshman Foundations Workshops
• Scheduling for next school year



School 
Communication

❖ Principal’s Weekly Community Email

❖ Infinite Campus Messenger 

❖ Communication Flow Chart

❖ School Website 

❖ School Counseling Newsletter

❖ Social Media 



Questions?
• Specific classes/ student progress- classroom teacher
• Attendance- Mrs. India Reid, Attendance Clerk-reidi@fultonschools.org 

• ESOL Services- Mrs. Laura Weikel, ESOL Coordinator-weikell@fultonschools.org 

• Residency Verification- Mrs. Helen Villar, Registrar-villarh@fultonschools.org 

• Section 504- Mr. Jordan Smith, 504 Coordinator- smithjs@fultonschools.org 

• Special Education Services-Mrs. Mary Waters, Instructional Support Teacher watersm@fultonschools.org 

• TAG/Gifted- Mrs. Teela De Jesus- TAG Coordinator -deJesusT@fultonschools.org 

• Testing
• State Testing (EOC, GAA, ACCESS)- Mrs. Kathy Westbrooks@fultonschools.org
• National Testing (SAT, ACT, AP)- Mrs. Valerie Moyer- moyervl@fultonschools.org 

mailto:Clerk-reidi@fultonschools.org
mailto:Clerk-reidi@fultonschools.org
mailto:Coordinator-weikell@fultonschools.org
mailto:villarh@fultonschools.org
mailto:SmithJS@fultonschools.org
mailto:watersm@fultonschools.org
mailto:DeJesusT@fultonschools.org
mailto:Westbrooks-Westbrooks@fultonschools.org
mailto:estbrooks@fultonschools.org
mailto:moyervl@fultonschools.org


Let’s Connect!
Updated information can always be found:

JCHS Counselor Corner Newsletter 

Follow us on Social Media

Instagram 
@creekcounselors

@leadgladiator

Twitter
@JCHSCounselors

Website
JCHS Counseling Website

Community Emails 
Reposted from emails sent every Wednesday from principal’s email 

https://johnscreek.fultonschools.org/students-families/jchs-counseling
https://johnscreek.fultonschools.org/students-families/community-emails


Thank You!

Ms. Tiffany Hudson
9th grade Counselor (class of 2029)

Email: hudsontc@fultonschools.org
Phone (470) 254-2032

mailto:hudsontc@fultonschools.org
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