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ABOUT US

CHRISTIAN KISt

Dear Prospective Students and Families,

Welcome to the Burton Center for Arts and Technology (BCATY a place of infinite possibilities and a proud tradition of
excellence! As principal, | am honored to lead a school that brings together passionate students, dedicated educators,
and innovative programs designed to prepare every learner for a successtul future.

BCAT is a specialty school open to students from all five Roanoke County high schools, offering unique programs that
align with studentsd [Iinterests and car egoalisia belpioubecame n s .
AOpport un B eguppBilavihahe skills, knowledge, and experiences to thrive in whatever path you choose.

Since opening in 1962 as the Roanoke County Education Center with just four programs, BCAT has grown info a dynamic
learning community with over 20 programs serving more than 900 students each year. Some students join us for a single
year, while others stay all four years of high schoold but all choose BCAT because of the opportunities and experiences
that make it such a special place.

We are also thrilled to share that sometime during the next school year, BCAT will transition to the brand -new Roanoke
County Career and Technology Center (RCCT@ a state-of-the-art facility designed to expand opportunities, modernize
learning spaces, and ensure our students have access to the best possible training and technology as they prepare for
their future careers. This move represents the next exc
offering innovative, hands-on programs in a space built for the future of career and technical education.

At BCAT, classes run in Super Block8 extended instructional times that allow for deeper learning and real -world practice.
Morning sessions run from 7:30r 10:50 a.m., and afternoon sessions run from 12:25 i 2:55 p.m. Students complete their
academic courses, sich as English, math, and science, at their base schools while coming to BCAT for their specialized
training.

Families should note that transportation directly from home to BCAT is not provided. For morning classes, students must
travel from home to their base school to catch the shuttle to BCAT, though parents are welcome to drop students off at
BCAT directly if they prefer. Afternoon students are transported from their base school to BCAT after lunch, and all
students return fo their base schools by shuttle at the end of their session. Special transportation for students with
disabilities is provided between the base school and BCAT for eljgible programs.

/' f youdr e | o-orklgaming, career-fochsaediesperiences, and a school community full of talent, energy, and
purpose, | encourage you to apply. The skills you gain, the friendships you build, and the challenges you conquer here
will stay with yo u long after graduation.

Application information can be found on our website: bcat.rcps.us/applications.

We candt wait to see vlnaadatoyrdraniindw RECTICicanpus! at BCAT

Sincerely, /D/,U RTO N

CENTER for ARTS & TECHNOLOGY

YA "One Burton - Infinite Possibilities!”

Mission Statement

BCAT educates students to become responsible, skilled 21st-century citizens
byusing authentic learning experiences and innovative instruction in a
multidisciplinary environment.

Vision_Statement

BCAT strives to be a model for educational excellence that prepares diverse,
lifeand opportunity ready individuals for success in their future endeavors.
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APPLICATION PROCESS /
SELECTION INFORMATIH

Applying to BCAT/RCCTC: What You Need to Know

If you want to be part of the Burton Center for Arts and Technology (BCAT) / Roanoke County Career and Technology
Center (RCCTC) next school year, herefs how the process

All students must complete the online application on the
to choose up to three programs and rank them in the order you prefer. We encourage you to talk with your parents or
guardians aboutyour choi ces before you hit fisubmit, o so everyone

After applications are in, every student will be interviewed by a member of our BCAT/RCCTC selection team by mid-
February 2026. During your interview, webo6l/| confirm your
when making decisions, so think carefully before ranking them. | f
to let your parent or guardian know about the change.

Each program has its own interview questions and some ac¢
you need before your interview so there are no surprises.

Herebs what happens next: After interviews are done, the
interview responses to fill the available spots in each
first choice whenever possible. In very rare cases, a student might be offered a spot in more than one program, and our
counseling team will reach out if that happens.

To keep things fair for everyone, we candét give individau
However, every year some students on the waitlist do enc
lose hopeifyou donét get in right away.

WHATIS CTE

CTE: CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATIC
FIND THIS AND MORET
ACTEONLINE.ORG

CTE PREPARES THE
WORKFORCE ACROSS A
WIDE RANGE OF INDUSTRIES
AND OCCUPATIONS.

[=—N CTE is delivered at comprehensive and
CTE-dedicated high schools, magnet schools,
area technical centers, community and technica
colleges and some four-year universities. - T 71.B milliﬂ“ high
- ™ - school students amd
3.3 million co-
lege and adult stu-

TE students cam industry certifications and licenses,
postsecondary certificates, associate degrees, bachelor’s - . .
degrees and higher. . cents paridpate in

TE. learning skills

j ) in the clas: i

and an the _|l:l|:l

CTE is good for students, good for businesses and good for communities.



STUDENT ORGANIZATIQ

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA (FBLA)

Membership in this organization consists of students who are preparing for business careers.

Its purpose is to actively engage these students in better preparing themselves for useful

occupationsfi t h a tbringvthd greatest good to the greatest n u mb efrpéople. FBLAOoffers
” | an opportunity for a broader social life within the school through local activities and through

!,B'm participation in competitive events at regional, state, and national levels.

FAMILY, CAREER, & COMMUNITY LEADERS OF AMERICA (FCCLA)

FCCLAIs designed for secondary students enrolled in child care and culinary programs. This
student organization promotes leadership and citizenship and helps build character among

its members. Early Childhood Education, Teaching Internship, and Culinary Arts students
Loaderahis are encouraged to become state and national members and to participate in competitions
Experience using the skills they have learned in class.

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS STUDENTS OF AMERICA (HOSA)

HOSA aims to empower future health care professionals to become leaders in the global health

community through education, collaboration, and experience. HOSA's purpose is to develop
hOS§ ; plge leadership and technical skill competencies through a programof motivation, awareness, and
k polssonst recognition. Valuing learning, leadership, service, and innovation, HOSA students will gain

experience in local, regional, state, and national competitions if they qualify.

JOBS FOR VIRGINIA GRADUATES (JVG)

Jobs for Virginia Graduates (JVG) is an affil
national career association that supports high school students to move from classroom to
career through mentoring and the development of soft skills. At Burton, JVG fosters student
success in areas of basic adulting skills, time management, goal setting, professional

VERGINIA communication, job search/application process, resume writing, interview skills, professional
GRADUATES dress and etiquette, soft skills necessary in the workplace, and career planning. JVG is proud to
offer Burton students support and leadership opportunities that provide an advantage in
tomorrowbds competitive job market.

SKILL S USA

SkillsUSAis an organization for students preparing for futures in trade, industrial,technical,
- and health occupations in our public high schools and post-secondary schools. It provides
: leadership, citizenship, and communication skills training as part of the curriculum. Skills

—— USA offersprestige and recognition through a national program of awards and contests.
gl(l“S[JS \ The Virginia Skills USA Championships bring together over 1,000 local and district champions

to the state conference to vie for gold, silver, and bronze medallions and other prizes and
scholarships in over 80 skill and leadership events.

TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION (TSA)

TSA is a national career and technical student organization of students engaged in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STE!
competitions and leadership activities. As a student organization of 300,000 middle and high
school technology and engineering students, TSA provides its members the opportunity to
explore a wide variety of STEM career interest areas. All TSA competitionsmore than 70
middle and high school events combined-are correlated with national STEM standards to
recimoL06Y stuoen Associaton I enhance STEM curriculum. Since 1978, more than four million studerts have participated in
TSA.
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7 4 ]‘1 Academy At BCAT

The RoanokeCountyGovernords STEM Academy at Burton /RenokeeCounty or Ar t .
Career and Technology Center (RCCTCill develop and expand course offerings for the secondary school population of

Roanoke County Public Schools. The offerings emphasize science, technology, engineering and mathematics, project

based learning, critical thinking skills, and credentials that prepare students for hig h-demand and high-wage careers to

meet evolving workforce needs in local, national, and global markets. Business involvement and support is crucial to the

STEM Academy. It is through this involvement and support that the STEM Academy gains its advisory board, student

internships, and material support.

Science Technology

Students can pursue many dual enroliment opportunities through Virginia Western Community College, which may result
in earning credits toward two -year and four-year degrees.

The Governor's STEM Academy at BCARCCTCcontains four programs that fall unde r specific VDOE career clusters:

GOVERNORO® S AGADEW AT BCAT/RCCTC VDOE CAREER CLUSTER
CENTERFORENGINEERING SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERIBIMMATHEMATICSSTEM)
CENTERFORMASS COMMUNICATION ARTS, AUDIO/VIDEO TECHNOLOGY &OMMUNICATIONS
MECHATRONICSROBOTICS SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEER&NKBATHEMATICSSTEM)
MOTORSPORTS TECHNOLOGY TRANPORTATIONDISTRIBUTION& LOGISTICS

SPECIALTY CENTI

Specialty Centers provide rigorous courses for students who have specific interest areas, talents,
and career goals.

The Specialty Centers offer in-depth study not available in other classes, hands-on experiences, and integrated curriculum, enriching
experiences, travel opportunities, and internships. All rising ninth-grade students in Roanoke County Public Schools areinvited to apply
to one or more of the three Specialty Centers. Certain Specialty Center classes in gradesten through twelve will be weighted . Course
changes can be made through the end of the first 9 -weeks.

Application _Process

1 Students may apply to more than one Specialty Center. An application must be completed for each center.
1 Students must first fill out the BCAT/RCCTCGeneral Application online by January 15, 2026.
1 The SpecialtyCe nt er application(s) will be emsubnittngi t o studentso

the general application. A‘)
1 The Specialty Center second applications are due by January 31, 2026. '\Z) y
1 Acceptanceletters will be sent home by mid-March.

1 The application process for the Specialty Centers is competitive. Only the top students who meet the
minimum criteria for acceptancein that center will be accepted.

MASS

COMMUNICATION

For More Information _on Specialty Centers at BCAT/RCCTC

General Information : Christian Kish - Principal, BCATRCCTC 540-857-5000, ckish@rcps.us

General Information : Maggie Long - School Counselor, BCATRCCTG 540-857-5000, mlong@rcps.us
Engineering : Mark Jones - Supervisor of CTE 562-3900 x10332, mcjones@rcps.us

Mass Communication : Joe LeGaulti Supervisor of English and RCPSOnline 562-3900 x10252, jlegault@rcps.us

Visual Arts : Sara Cubberleyi Supervisor of Art 562-3900 x10322, scubberley@rcps.us
Vi
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ZSURTON

: AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY

INSTRUCTOR: STEVE HOBACK

Automotive Systems

including belts & hoses, brakes,
emissions, exhaust, and engine cooling

Automotive Diagnostics

including reading a meter, running the
alignment machine, and troubleshooting

Basic Maintenance and Repair

including oil changes, tire rotations,
putting a new_ tire on a rim, and
replacing belts, filters, and light bulbs

On-the-Job Training

working on staff and community
members’ vehicles

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: ASE (Automotive Service Excellence), SP2 Safety and Pollution Prevention
certification, EPA 609 Mobile A/C certification, Virginia State Inspection certification,"NC3
Meter certification

Career Cluster: Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics

Career Options: Auto technician, aircraft mechanic, diesel technician, diesel engine specialist
industrial technician, electrical technician, service writer/manager, industry representative 1




INSTRUCTORS:
KEITH ROBINSON
THOMAS SHELTON

Electrical

Wiring including outlets and switches,
as well as how to set up a breaker box.

Plumbing

How to install PVC and copper pipes,
how to ensure there are no leaks, and
how to install toilets, sinks, and faucets.

Carpentry/Cabinetry

Where you learn how to work with
wood to create walls, complete
structures, and cabinets.

Masonry

Working with brick, block, and tile to
create brick walls, tile a floor, or build
larger structures from concrete block.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: NCCER (National Center for Construction Education and
Research), OSHA 10-hour safety training-general industry

Career Cluster: Architecture & Construction

Career Options: Construction worker, carpenter, electrician, foreman,
plumber, dry wall installer, painter




TO LEARN MORE

INSTRUCTOR:
MICHAEL FRENCH

Computer Components

such as the CPU, RAM, motherboard,
video cards, power supply units,
troubleshooting and repair.

Computer Peripherals

like the monitor, printer, keyboard,
mouse, USB drive.

Operating Systems

installation, maintenance, upgrades,
troubleshooting, and repair.

Networking Concepts

A stand-alone, advanced course for
juniors and seniors only. An in-depth look
at networking hardware, topologies,
protocols, and troubleshooting.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS
Certifications: CompTIA A+, CompTIA IT Fundamentals, CompTIA Network+

Career Cluster: Information Technology

Career Options: Help desk technician, computer support specialist, computer
network engineer, IT systems analyst, IT director, database administrator,
information security consultant
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INSTRUCTOR: SARAH CARROLL

Hair
Cutting, styling, coloring, permanent
waves and relaxers.

Skin
Produce glowing skin with facials,
waxing, and other skin care services.

Nails

Keep nails looking polished and perfect
with manicures and pedicures.

Salon Management

How to create a positive and
relaxing experience in the salon.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Licensure: available at the end of year 3 through the VA Cosmetology State Board

Career Cluster: Human Services

Career Options: Licensed cosmetologist, barber, nail technician, makeup artist,
salon manager/owner, skin care consultant, platform artist, brand educator




INSTRUCTOR:
JASON WALLS

Crime prevention, traffic stops, and
arrest procedures.

Crime Scene Investigation

Detective work, evidence handling, victim
and perpetrator profiles, behavior and
psychology of crimes and those involved

American Court System &

Corrections

Court structure, testimony, prosecution
and defense of criminal cases.

Internship

Available during year 3, 2" 9-weeks,
through the Roanoke County Police
Department.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: None

Career Cluster: Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security

Career Options: Police officer, sheriff's deputy, state trooper, game warden;
lawyer, judge, FBI agent, probation officer, youth services worker
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What is Mechatronics?

Combines the areas of mechanical systems,
control  electronics, pneumatic  and
hydraulic devices, and electrical systems.

Basics of Machining, )
Mechatronics, and Robotics

Additive and subtractive processes, pneumatics,
hydraulics, electronics, and automation.

Software Programs

CAD and CAM to design and
manufacture products.

On-the-Job Training

Designing and creating products for staff
and community members/businesses.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: NIMS-Level 1 for Machining, NC3 Certification for Introduction to
Mechatronics, OSHA 10-hour safety training-general industry

Career Cluster: Manufacturing

Career Options: CNC machine operator/programmer, mechatronics engineer,
automated manufacturing technician, industrial engineering technician, and
precision inspector




INSTRUCTOR:
CHRIS OVERFELT

Tools, Machines & Skills

Those used to build a racecar from
scratch, welding, and fabrication.

Vehicle Systems

Chassis fabrication, racecar fabrication,
electrical wiring, & running brake lines.

Professional Racing

Drag cars, go-karts, street rods, race
car trailers, racing protocols, and
regulatory compliance

On-the-Job Training

Working on student, staff, local business,
and community members' projects,
possible trip to a racetrack, and eligibility
to participate with the engine team.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: OSHA 10-hour safety training-general industry, AWS qualification
available through the program

Career Cluster: Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics

Career Options: Race team member, mechanic, welder, fabricator, welding
instructor, welding inspector




INSTRUCTOR:
CHRIS OVERFELT

Basic Skills

Using a welder, grinder, and other
tools, and reading blueprints and
equipment drawings/symbols, arc and
plasma cutting, design software, and
machine safety.

Metal

Characteristics and the different
types.

Welding Processes

Oxyacetylene, SMAW, GMAW, FCAW,
GTAW.

On-the-Job Training

Working on staff and community
members’ projects.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: OSHA 10-hour safety training-general industry, AWS qualification
available through the program

Career Cluster: Manufacturing

Career Options: Construction welder, manufacturing welder, rig welder,
pipefitter, ironworker, fabricator, welding instructor, shipyard welder, military
welder, underwater welder




INSTRUCTOR:
WAYNE SMITH

Basic Skills

Computer programming, coding,
information technology.

Game Design

The creative side/the Vvision, game
aesthetics, game structure, game rules, §&
character and story development, |
layout, object placement.

Game Development

Bringing the design to life, create & test,
levels, game audio, and user interface.

Game Industry
Past, current, and future.

AN®
AO
AO
RO

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: Microsoft Excel, Excel Expert, Word, Word Expert, Powerpoint
Career Cluster: Information Technology

Career Options: Game level designer, game tester, character designer, entry level
programmer, video game designer, mobile app designer
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INSTRUCTOR:
ZACHARY SHUPE
U RTON
Basic Skills

Kitchen tools, kitchen sanitation, and
safe food practices.

Working with Food

Menu planning, nutrition, selecting
ingredients, food pairing, purchasing,
proper storage, cooking techniques, and
plating/food presentation.

Equipment

Using commercial equipment safely,
equipment preparation, and cleaning.

On-the-Job Training

Real experience with catering services
and running the culinary store.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: ServSafe Food Handler (year 1), ServSafe Manager (year 2)

Career Cluster: Hospitality & Tourism

Career Options: Prep chef, sous chef, catering staff, restaurant manager,
hospitality management, hotel management




Child Development

Developmental stages from birth to
age 6, nutrition, special needs, and
behavior modification.

Child Safety

Physical safety, social & emotional
safety.

Instruction

How to write basic lesson plans,
developmental needs for learning,
interacting  with oung children,
resources to support learning.

Internship

Experience with young children in a
real daycare or elementary school
setting, one to two days per week
under a teacher’s supervision.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certification: Child Development Associate (CDA) through independent study
after ECE Il.

Career Cluster: Education & Training, Human Services

Career Options: Early childhood/preschool teacher, elementary teacher, school
social worker, school counselor, speech-language pathologist, librarian, child
psychologist, childcare center director, school administrator




'EACHINC INSTRUCTOR:
NTERNCSHID AMANDA KINSER

*Available to rising

e —— - L

Child Development, Needs

and Barriers

Physical, emotional, social,
intellectual/learning.

Lessons

How to plan for, prepare, execute,
assess, and remediate, including SOLs.

Standards

Of behavior for teachers, attire, ethics,
and confidentiality.

Internship

Students spend most of the course
shadowing a Roanoke County Schools’
teacher.

CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE / CAREER OPTIONS

Certifications: None

Career Cluster: Education & Training

Career Options: Early childhood/preschool teacher, elementary teacher,
secondary teacher, special education teacher, instructional assistant, school
administrator, school counselor, college professor
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