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CHRISTIAN KISH 
 

Dear Prospective Students and Families, 

Welcome to the Burton Center for Arts and Technology (BCAT)ða place of infinite possibilities and a proud tradition of 

excellence! As principal, I am honored to lead a school that brings together passionate students, dedicated educators, 

and innovative programs designed to prepare every learner for a successful future. 

BCAT is a specialty school open to students from all five Roanoke County high schools, offering unique programs that 

align with studentsô interests and career aspirations. From your very first day here, our goal is to help you become 

ñOpportunity Readyòðequipped with the skills, knowledge, and experiences to thrive in whatever path you choose.  

Since opening in 1962 as the Roanoke County Education Center with just four programs, BCAT has grown into a dynamic 

learning community with over 20 programs serving more than 900 students each year. Some students join us for a single 

year, while others stay all four years of high schoolðbut all choose BCAT because of the opportunities and experiences 

that make it such a special place. 

We are also thrilled to share that sometime during the next school year, BCAT will transition to the brand -new Roanoke 

County Career and Technology Center (RCCTC)ða state-of-the-art facility designed to expand opportunities, modernize 

learning spaces, and ensure our students have access to the best possible training and technology as they prepare for 

their future careers. This move represents the next exciting chapter in our schoolôs history and will allow us to continue 

offering innovative, hands-on programs in a space built for the future of career and technical education.  

At BCAT, classes run in Super Blocksðextended instructional times that allow for deeper learning and real -world practice. 

Morning sessions run from 7:30ï10:50 a.m., and afternoon sessions run from 12:25ï2:55 p.m. Students complete their 

academic courses, such as English, math, and science, at their base schools while coming to BCAT for their specialized 

training.  

Families should note that transportation directly from home to BCAT is not provided. For morning classes, students must 

travel from home to their base school to catch the shuttle to BCAT, though parents are welcome to drop students off at 

BCAT directly if they prefer. Afternoon students are transported from their base school to BCAT after lunch, and all 

students return to their base schools by shuttle at the end of their session. Special transportation for students with 

disabilities is provided between the base school and BCAT for eligible programs. 

If youôre looking for hands-on learning, career-focused experiences, and a school community full of talent, energy, and 

purpose, I encourage you to apply. The skills you gain, the friendships you build, and the challenges you conquer here 

will stay with yo u long after graduation.  

Application information can be found on our website: bcat.rcps.us/applications. 

We canôt wait to see what youôll achieve at BCATðand at our brand-new RCCTC campus! 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Christian J. Kish 

 Principal 

 

School  Slogan  

"One  Burton  - Infinite  Possibilities!"  

Mission  Statement  

BCAT educates students to become responsible, skilled 21st-century citizens 

by using authentic learning experiences and innovative instruction in a 

multidisciplinary environment. 

Vision  Statement  

BCAT strives to be a model for educational excellence that prepares diverse, 

life and opportunity ready individuals for success in their future endeavors. 
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WHAT IS CTE? 

APPLICATION PROCESS AND 
SELECTION INFORMATION 

Applying to BCAT/RCCTC: What You Need to Know 
 
If you want to be part of the Burton Center for Arts and Technology (BCAT) / Roanoke County Career and Technology 

Center (RCCTC) next school year, hereôs how the process works: 
 
All students must complete the online application on the BCAT website by January 15, 2026. In the application, youôll get 
to choose up to three programs and rank them in the order you prefer. We encourage you to talk with your parents or 

guardians about your choices before you hit ñsubmit,ò so everyone is on the same page. 
 
After applications are in, every student will be interviewed by a member of our BCAT/RCCTC selection team by mid-

February 2026. During your interview, weôll confirm your program choices. Your top choice is the biggest factor we look at 
when making decisions, so think carefully before ranking them. If you change your mind during the interview, itôs your job 
to let your parent or guardian know about the change.  
 

Each program has its own interview questions and some additional application steps. Weôll email you any extra information 
you need before your interview so there are no surprises.  
 

Hereôs what happens next: After interviews are done, the selection committee will review grades, attendance, and 
interview responses to fill the available spots in each program. If you qualify for more than one program, youôll get your 
first choice whenever possible. In very rare cases, a student might be offered a spot in more than one program, and our 
counseling team will reach out if that happens.  

 
To keep things fair for everyone, we canôt give individual feedback on interviews or tell you your exact place on a waitlist. 
However, every year some students on the waitlist do end up getting a spot, sometimes even into the summer, so donôt 

lose hope if you donôt get in right away. 

CTE: CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

FIND THIS AND MORE AT  
ACTEONLINE.ORG 
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FUTURE BUSINESS  LEADERS OF AMERICA  (FBLA)  

Membership in this organization consists of students who are preparing for business careers. 
Its  purpose is to actively engage these students in better preparing themselves for useful 
occupations ñthat will bring the greatest good to the greatest numberò of people. FBLA offers 
an opportunity  for a broader social life within the school through local activities and through 
participation in competitive events at regional, state, and national levels.  

FAMILY,  CAREER, & COMMUNITY  LEADERS OF AMERICA  (FCCLA)  

 
FCCLA is designed for secondary students enrolled in child care and culinary  programs. This 
student organization promotes leadership and citizenship and helps build character among 
its members. Early Childhood Education, Teaching Internship, and Culinary A r t s  students 
are encouraged to become state and national members and to participate in competitions 
using the skills they have learned in class. 

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS STUDENTS OF AMERICA  (HOSA)  

 
HOSA aims to empower future health care professionals to become leaders in the global health 
community through education, collaboration, and experience. HOSA's purpose is to develop 
leadership and technical skill competencies through a program of motivation, awareness, and 
recognition. Valuing learning, leadership, service, and innovation, HOSA students will gain 
experience in local, regional, state, and national competitions if they qualify. 

JOBS FOR VIRGINIA GRADUATES  (JVG)  

 
Jobs for Virginia Graduates (JVG) is an affiliate of Jobs for Americaôs Graduates (JAG), a 
national career association that supports high school students to move from classroom to 
career through mentoring and the development of soft skills. At Burton, JVG fosters student 
success in areas of basic adulting skills, time management, goal setting, professional 
communication, job search/application process, resume writing, interview skills, professional 
dress and etiquette, soft skills necessary in the workplace, and career planning. JVG is proud to 
offer Burton students support and leadership opportunities that provide an advantage in 
tomorrowôs competitive job market.  

                                     SKILL S USA 

SkillsUSA is an organization for students preparing for futures in trade, industrial, technical, 
and health occupations in our public high schools and post-secondary schools. It  provides 
leadership, citizenship, and communication skills training as part of the curriculum. Skills 
USA offers prestige and recognition through a national program of awards and contests. 

The Virginia Skills USA Championships bring together over 1,000 local and district champions 
to the state conference to vie for gold, silver, and bronze medallions and other prizes and 
scholarships in over 80 skill and leadership events. 

           TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION  (TSA)  

TSA is a national career and technical student organization of students engaged in science,       
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). TSAôs intracurricular program include 
competitions and leadership activities. As a student organization of 300,000 middle and high 
school technology and engineering students, TSA provides its members the opportunity to 
explore a wide variety of STEM career interest areas. All TSA competitions-more than 70 
middle and high school events combined-are correlated with national STEM standards to 
enhance STEM curriculum. Since 1978, more than four million students have participated in 
TSA. 

 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
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SPECIALTY CENTERS 

 
 

 

The Roanoke County Governorôs STEM Academy at Burton Center for Arts and Technology (BCAT)/Roanoke County 

Career and Technology Center (RCCTC) will develop and expand course offerings for the secondary school population of 

Roanoke County Public Schools. The offerings emphasize science, technology, engineering and mathematics, project-

based learning, critical thinking skills, and credentials that prepare students for hig h-demand and high-wage careers to 

meet evolving workforce needs in local, national, and global markets. Business involvement and support is crucial to the 

STEM Academy. It is through this involvement and support that the STEM Academy gains its advisory board, student 

internships, and material support.  

Students can pursue many dual enrollment opportunities through Virginia  Western Community College, which may result 

in earning credits toward two -year and four-year degrees. 
 

The Governor's STEM Academy at BCAT/RCCTC contains four programs that fall unde r specific VDOE career clusters: 
 

GOVERNORôS STEM ACADEMY AT BCAT/RCCTC VDOE CAREER CLUSTER 

CENTER FOR ENGINEERING   SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING & MATHEMATICS (STEM) 

CENTER FOR MASS COMMUNICATION   ARTS, AUDIO/VIDEO TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS 

MECHATRONICS/ ROBOTICS   SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING & MATHEMATICS (STEM) 

MOTORSPORTS TECHNOLOGY   TRANPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION & LOGISTICS 

 

 

Specialty  Centers  provide rigorous  courses  for  students  who  have  specific  interest  areas,  talents,  

and  career  goals.  
The Specialty Centers offer in -depth study not available in other classes, hands-on experiences, and integrated curriculum, enriching 

experiences, travel opportunities, and internships. All rising ninth-grade students in Roanoke County Public Schools are invited to apply 

to one or more of the  three Specialty Centers. Certain Specialty Center classes in grades ten through twelve will be weighted . Course 

changes can be made through the end of  the first 9 -weeks. 

Application  Process  

¶ Students may apply to more than one Specialty Center. An application must be completed for each center. 

¶ Students must first fill out the BCAT/RCCTC General Application online by January 15, 2026. 

¶ The Specialty Center application(s) will be emailed to studentsô school email soon after submitting  

the general application. 

¶ The Specialty Center second applications are due by January 31, 2026. 

¶ Acceptance letters will be sent home by mid-March. 

¶ The application process for the Specialty Centers is competitive. Only the top students who meet the   

minimum criteria for acceptance in that center will be accepted. 

For  More  Information  on  Specialty  Centers  at  BCAT/RCCTC  

 

 

 

'/6%2./2ȭ3 34%- !#!$%-9 
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General  Information : Christian Kish -  Principal, BCAT/RCCTC, 540 -857-5000, ckish@rcps.us 

General  Information : Maggie Long - School Counselor, BCAT/RCCTC, 540- 857-5000, mlong@rcps.us 

Engineering : Mark Jones - Supervisor of CTE 562-3900 x10332, mcjones@rcps.us 

Mass Communication : Joe LeGault ï Supervisor of English and RCPS Online 562-3900 x10252, jlegault@rcps.us  

Visual  Arts : Sara Cubberley ï Supervisor of Art 562-3900 x10322, scubberley@rcps.us 

mailto:ckish@rcps.us
mailto:mlong@rcps.us
mailto:mcjones@rcps.us
mailto:jlegault@rcps.us
mailto:scubberley@rcps.us
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