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The Reading Rope

Scarborough’s Reading Rope

Language Comprehension @

Background Knowledge
facts, concepits, etc.

Vocabulary
breadth, precision, links, etc. INCREASINGLY STRATEGIC

Language Structures —/
syntax, semantics, etc.

Verbal Reasoning
inference, metaphor, etc.

Literacy Knowledge
print concepts, genres, eic.

Word Recognition §2

Phonological Awareness
syllables, phonemes, efc.

Decoding
alphabetic principle,
letter-sound correspondences

Sight Recognition |» 7
of familiar words INCREASINGLY AUTOMATIC

@ X Q — @ Fluent word recognition and comprehension.

This interpretation of the Reading Rope incorporatfes Gough & Tunmer's (1986] Simpie View of Reading.

e Both strands are co-dependent.
e Find a strand on the rope your student is doing well and a strand that you are working on with
your student.

Why the Braiding Matters

e Strong Foundation: A strong reading rope requires all strands to be tightly woven.

o Developing Skilled Readers: The braiding symbolizes how these skills are integrated over time to

create a skilled reader.

e Interconnectedness: A weakness in any one of the lower strands can weaken the entire rope,

impacting the ability to read fluently and with meaning.



