Challenge Charter School Attendance Policy

Regular school attendance is essential for student success. Challenge Charter School is
committed to working with families to ensure that all students attend school regularly and
on time. The school supports good attendance with engaging hands-on classroom
curriculum, limited bus service, and celebrating good attendance in our awards program.
This policy is written in accordance with Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) and is intended
to outline attendance expectations and procedures.

Compulsory Attendance — A.R.S. §15-802 and §15-803

Parents/guardians are legally responsible for ensuring their child’s regular attendance
during all school sessions. A student who is habitually truant (defined as absent more than
five (5) school days without excuse) or excessively absent may be referred for further
action in compliance with A.R.S. §15-803.

Parent/Guardian Responsibilities

- Ensure students arrive at school on time each day prepared to learn.

- Notify the school of absences by phone or written note within 24 hours.

- Provide appropriate documentation for allowable appointments when applicable.

- Schedule non urgent appointments, events, and trips for school breaks.

- Be an example of responsibility and form habits with a commitment to daily attendance.
- Assist students to complete missed work and study missed content on teacher timelines.
- Work with school to resolve attendance issues as they arise.

Excused and Unexcused Absences

Excused absences include illness, medical appointments, religious holidays, family
emergencies, and absences approved by school administration. Unexcused absences include
family vacations not pre-approved, oversleeping, transportation issues, and absences
without parent/guardian notification.

A student who is absent for 10 consecutive unexcused days must be withdrawn from school
per Arizona law and would have to go through the formal process of re-enrolling the child, if
there is space available, when they wish to return to school.

Under normal circumstances, a parent may only excuse 6 absences per school year without
official written documentation such as a doctor’s note. Special circumstances can be
approved by CCS Administration such as but not limited to chronic illness, mental or
behavioral health matters, homelessness, bereavement, family emergencies, limited special
family events approved in advance.

Tardiness and Early Check-Outs

Students are expected to be in class on time each day. Frequent tardiness disrupts learning.
Students who arrive after the start of class must check in at the office. Early check-outs are
discouraged, must be limited, and will be recorded as partial-day absences.



Reporting Absences

Parents/guardians must notify the school office by calling 602-938-5411, email, or written
note on the day of the absence. If the school office is not notified, the absence will be
recorded as unexcused until verification is received. For convenience, this reporting link is

available: https://www.challengecharterschool.net/families /report-absence

Excessive Absences and Truancy — A.R.S. §15-803

Students who accumulate more than 10% absences (excused or unexcused) may be
considered excessively absent under A.R.S. §15-901. Habitual truancy (five or more
unexcused absences) could result in parent notification and may be referred to a truancy
officer or other appropriate authority at the discretion of the CCS Administration.

Make-Up Work

Students with excused absences will be allowed to make up missed assignments within a
reasonable time frame, generally equal to the number of days absent. It is the student’s
responsibility to request and complete assignments. Due to the hands-on nature of the
Challenge Charter School classrooms, makeup work is usually not available in advance and
not all activities will be available to make up when missed.

School’s Right to Intervene

Challenge Charter School defines absences, special attendance circumstances, and
implements this policy in accordance with Arizona state law, A.R.S. § 15-901.

The school reserves the right to meet with parents/guardians to develop an attendance plan
when absences become excessive. Chronic absenteeism may impact promotion,
participation in extracurricular activities, and enrollment status.


https://www.challengecharterschool.net/families/report-absence

