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801 EQUAL ACCESS POLICY 
 

I.​ PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide equitable access to the facilities of AFSA Charter School, 
“the School,” for school-related and community activities while ensuring the safety, security, and 
proper maintenance of school property. This policy ensures that AFSA does not discriminate 
based on the content of student groups' meetings and equitable access for all groups when 
allowing facilities for non-instructional activities 

 
II.​ GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
A. The policy of AFSA is not to deny equal access or a fair opportunity to, or to discriminate against, 
students or organizations who wish to conduct a meeting on the basis of the religious, political, 
philosophical, or other content of the speech at such meetings. 

 
B. Non-curriculum related student groups or other organizations  shall have equal access and a fair 
opportunity to conduct meetings during non-instructional time 
 
C. Use of facilities under this policy does not imply school district sponsorship, approval, or advocacy of 
the content of the expression at such meetings. 
 
D. The school district retains its authority to maintain order and discipline on school premises, to protect 
the well-being of students and faculty, and to assure that attendance of students at meetings is voluntary. 
 
E. In adopting and implementing this equal access policy, the school district will NOT: 

1.​ allow use of the facilities during instructional time; 
2.​ influence the form or content of any prayer or other religious activity; 
3.​ require any person to participate in prayer or other religious activity; 
4.​ expend public funds beyond the incidental cost of providing the space for the  meetings; 
5.​ compel any school agent or employee to attend a school meeting if the content of the speech at the 

meeting is contrary to the beliefs of the agent or employee; 
6.​ sanction meetings that are otherwise unlawful; 
7.​ limit the rights of groups of students based on the size of the group; 
8.​ abridge the constitutional rights of any person. 

 
III.​ SCOPE 

 
This policy applies to all school-owned or school-controlled facilities, including classrooms, 
gymnasiums, auditoriums, playgrounds, and other indoor and outdoor spaces. It covers use by 
school groups, community organizations, and private individuals. 

 



 

 
IV.​ PRIORITY OF USE 

 
Use of school facilities shall follow this priority order: 

1.​ School-sponsored activities, programs, and events. 
2.​ Activities of affiliated school organizations (e.g., Parent-Teacher Organization, booster 

clubs). 
3.​ Community educational or recreational programs that align with the mission of the 

school. 
4.​ Other community groups or individuals, provided they meet all requirements and do not 

conflict with school activities. 
 

V.​ APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
 

1.​ A written request must be submitted to the School’s Executive Director at least 14 days in 
advance 

2.​ The request must include: 
●​ Name of the group/organization 
●​ Purpose of the activity 
●​ Requested dates and times 
●​ Space(s) needed 
●​ Estimated number of participants 

3.​ The School reserves the right to approve or deny any request based on availability, safety, 
or compatibility with school programs. 
 

VI.​ FEE AND CHARGES 
 

A.​ School-sponsored activities: No charge. 
B.​ Community groups: Fees may be assessed to cover custodial, security, utilities, or 

administrative costs. 
C.​ Fees shall be established annually by the Executive Director and are due prior to facility 

use. 
 

VII.​ RESPONSIBILITIES OF USERS 
 

A.​ Users must comply with all School rules, state and local laws, and safety regulations. 
B.​ Users are responsible for leaving the facility in the condition in which it was found. 
C.​ Users must provide adequate supervision for all participants, including minors. 
D.​ Alcohol, tobacco, and controlled substances are prohibited on school property. 
E.​ The School is not responsible for personal property brought onto school grounds. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
VIII.​ INSURANCE AND LIABILITY 

 
A.​ Users may be required to provide a certificate of insurance as a condition of the approval 

of use. 
B.​ Users shall agree to indemnify and hold harmless the School, its employees, and its 

School Board from any claims, injuries, or damages arising from the use of school 
facilities. 

 
IX.​ CANCELLATION AND RESCHEDULING 

 
A.​ AFSA reserves the right to cancel or reschedule facility use for school events, 

emergencies, or maintenance needs. 
B.​ Users will be notified as soon as possible if a cancellation occurs. 

 
X.​ ENFORCEMENT  

 
Violations of this policy may result in denial of future facility use and/or legal action if 
applicable. 

Legal References: 

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 123B (School District Facilities) 
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 471.345 (Use of School Property) 

 

 

 

 


