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Monthly Winner - Linden Leading Leopard

After each weekly drawing, all PAWs are emptied into our school-wide bin. Once a
month, one PAW from the bin is randomly drawn to determine the monthly winner of
our Linden Leading Leopard t-shirt. The t-shirt was designed by previous fifth and
sixth grade students. Only nine students throughout the school year are chosen as
winners of this special prize.

September’s Linden Leading Leopard was Niyama Johnson in Mrs. Shinkunas’s
class. Niyama earned her winning PAW for displaying Core 4 values through
respect and responsibility. Niyama upholds the Core 4 on a daily basis by being
kind to others, following directions, and always giving her best effort. Way to go,
Niyama!

Look Qut for Leopard Paws!

Have your Linden Leopards come home with paw stamps on their hands? This is
an indicator that they received a PAW during the school day for demonstrating
Core 4 behaviors. Take time to ask them more about what they did to earn their
PAW!
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Nurturing a Growth Mindset

Growth mindset is not just a buzzword. It is a powerful tool that helps children thrive in
school. When students believe that their abilities can improve with effort and practice, they
are more likely to embrace challenges, persist through setbacks, and take ownership of their
learning.

Did you know that the way you speak and act can shape how your child thinks about learning
and challenges? Research highlights that parents play a powerful role in developing their
children’'s mindset. By modeling resilience, curiosity, and emotional awareness, you help your
child build the confidence to grow through effort and experience (Dr. Kendra Coates, 2020).

Model a Growth Mindset
Children are keen observers. They learn a lot from watching how you handle everyday
situations. When you talk openly about mistakes and share what you have learned, you are
showing them that mistakes are not failures. They are stepping stones. Whether it is a tough
day at work or a new skill you are trying to master, your attitude teaches them that growth
comes from persistence and reflection.

 Practice Positive Affirmations

Affirmations are simple, powerful phrases that help children build self-belief. They can be
spoken aloud, written down, or even listened to during quiet moments. Try incorporating
phrases like “The Power of Yet” or “Mistakes help me learn” into your daily routine. These
small shifts in language can make a big difference in how your child approaches challenges.

Want to explore more ways to use affirmations with your child?
Check out this helpful article:
https://www.centervention.com/positive-affirmations-for-kids/

Direct Instruction on Behavioral Expectations

In our first two weeks of school, homeroom

teachers led lessons on Linden’s Core 4:

Respect, Responsibility, Cooperation, Citizenship.
These lessons led up to our kickoff assembly.

Our mascot, Lightning, helped to review behavior
expectations and encourage students to earn PAWS.
PAW winners were recognized, and many

students earned additional PAWSs during our
PAW-some Jeopardy activity.




