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FAFSA 2026-27

Is currently in beta testing and will be available
nation-wide by 10/1/25.
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Federal StudentAid

ﬁederal Student Aid Estimator

- Early estimation regarding SAl and
possible Title IV aid available

- Requires demographic, income,
and asset information

https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator
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Getting started

Step 1 — Create an Account (FSA ID)

Whether you're a student, parent, or borrower, you’ll need to create
your own account to complete federal student aid tasks.

What You Can Use Your Account For:

Filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form
Signing you Master Promissory Note (MPN)

Applying for repayment plans

Completing loan counseling

Using the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Help Tool

Items Needed to Create an Account:

Social Security number

Your own mobile phone number and/or email address (

'NIAGARA
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA)

Driving factor in determining eligibility for aid other than merit
scholarships

The 2026-2027 application will be based upon 2024 taxes
Recommend that you complete as soon as possible.

Studentaid.gov
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Federal stUdentAld FAFSA®™ Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v 0

Get Money To Help Pay for School ¢
Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to apply for financial aid for P ®
college, career school, or graduate school. ’

Start a 2026-27 Edit a 2026-27 Accept an Invitation for a %

FAFSA® Form FAFSA® Form 2026-27 FAFSA” Form -

form

Start New Form { Edit Existing Forms ’ [ Accept an Invitation

Need the 2025-26 FAFSA Form?

Start New Form Edit Existing Forms or Accept an Invitation

Check FAFSA® Deadlines for the State You Live in School Year State of Residence

Some states and schools use information from the FAFSA® form to _ _

determine your eligibility for their grants, scholarships, and loans. Check View All FAFSA Deadlines

your state’s deadlines here!

Missing a state deadline doesn't impact your eligibility for federal student
aid, so fill out your FAFSA form even if your state deadline has passed.

8 ® :

30 minutes
@
Who should complete the FAFSA How long will it take? What do | need?
form? o
It takes most people 30 minutes to fill * Verified account username and
Anv student. regardless of income. who out the FAFSA form, including passwandi{FsA i)
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-
Dependent Student: Log-in

Feaeraldtuael

FederalStudentAid AR Sl o it faaiges Q
If the student selects "Start New Form" from -
ogIn
the FAFSA® landing page and they are not A —
‘ 599887935testEtestcod.edu
logged in to StudentAid.gov, the student is
: [ omme
taken to the "Log In" page to enter their
credentials. To access the FAFSA form, all iian
students are required to have a ,
Federal StudentAid FAFSA" Form v Grants ond Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v Q ' | Cren
StudentAid.gov account username and
Log |
password. If the student doesn't have a e
€ 59988793 8test@testcod.edu
username and password, they can select
"Create an Account."
T
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Dependent Student: Roles

rederdiawuuenn

FAFSA 3. -

After logging in, the student can

select the applicable role to fill out

Welcome, Alex,

the FAFSA® form: "Student" or W =
"Parent." The student also has the
: : - = FAFSA f
option to "Enter Code" if they e A P N h A
received an invitation code. The ) Student A ' Parent 32

student selects "Student."

Did you receive an invitation code?
Enter Code




Dependent Student: Student Identity Information

¢ FORM =
FAFSA 2026-27 & Student Nex Tran @ Ssve  FAFSAMenu [

This is the first page within the student Student Identity Information

I TUcialat

Review the Information below and verify that It's correct before moving forward.

section. The student can verify that the

personal information is correct. To update

02/1572006

any of the personal information, the

5998890351est@1estco0.e0u

student must access their account

Include aparement number.

324 dsfsd

dsras

34343

Counrtry




Dependent Student: Provide Gonsent and Approval

¥ L
FAFSA 2026-27 = Student Alex Tran ® Swe | FAFSAMenu [: ]

Provide Consent and Approval or You Won't Be Eligible for Federal
Student Aid -

I vUuul Uiwvuuawu

This page informs the student about

consent, approval, and the use of federal

Summary

Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With

tax i nform ati 0 n . O n Ce th e Stu d e nt p rOVi d eS your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS

to help you complete the FAFSA® form. If you don't provide consent and approval, you will
not be eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You must provide consent

CO n Se nt a nd a pp roval ’ th ei r fed eral taX and approval even if you didn’t file a U.S. federal tax return or any tax return.

> Get your 2024 tax return Information for the > Federal tax Information Is used %o determine your
202627 FAFSA form. eligibiaty for federal student aid

information is transferred directly from the T ke ot e ol
I RS i nto th e FAF SA® fo rm to hel p By accepting below, I consent to the disclosure of information about me, and affirmatively approve

Com plete the "You r Fi na nceS" SeCtion A e the receipt and use of my federal tax information, and

o the redisclosure of my federal tax information by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), as
described herein.

By accepting below, I consent to and affirmatively approve of, as applicable, the following:

1. ED may disclose my Social Security number/Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, last
name, date of birth, unique identifier, the tax year for which federal tax information is
required, and the date and timestamp of my approval for the use of my federal tax information
in determining eligibility by ED for which approval is provided to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury, Internal Revenue Service (IRS). I understand that in response to such a request from
ED, the IRS shall then disclose my federal tax information to “authorized persons” (Le.,
specifically designated officers and employees of ED and its contractors [as defined in 26 US.C.
§ 6103(IM13XE))) for the purpose of determining eligibility for and the amount of federal
student aid under a program authorized under subpart 1 of part A, part C, or part D of Title IV
of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, for myself or an applicant for federal student
ald who has requested that I share my federal tax information on their Free Application for Y
Federal Student Ald (FAFSA®) form.




Student Dependency Status: Dependent Student

Based on the answers provided by the
student, the student is considered a
dependent student. The student is asked if
a financial aid administrator should
determine their eligibility for a Direct
Unsubsidized Loan only. This is an option
if the student’s parents are unwilling to
provide information. The student selects
"No." If the student had selected "Yes," a
modal would appear to warn about missing

out on other potential federal student aid.

Fadeael ks ddavt A, oo

FAFSA

FORM

2026-27

= Student Alex Tran

T e e L ate i

Circumstances

Your Dependency Status

Dependent Student

Based on your answers, you're a dependent student. This means you must provide
parent information on your FAFSA™ form. This information helps determine how
much federal student aid you're eligible to receive.

Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only
Are the student’s parents refusing to provide their information on this FAFSA® form? G

@ Save

sponse must be “No*" for the student to be considered for Federal Pell Grant eligibility and most
pes of federal student aid.
) Yes @ No

Previous

FAFSA Menu [ 1 ]
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Which parent to report?

If the parents are divorced or separated, answer the
guestions about the parent who provides the greater
portion of the student’s financial support, even if the
student does not live with them. If this parent is
remarried as of today, answer the questions about that
parent and the stepparent.

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

ﬁ:%
]
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Which parent to report?

1.The parent of record is the parent who provided the greater portion of the
student's financial support during the 12 months immediately prior to filing the
FAFSA.

2.If neither parent provided support in the last 12 months immediately prior to
filing the FAFSA, the parent of record is the parent with the greater amount of
income and assets.

3.If both parents claim an equal amount of support, then the parent of record is
the parent with the greater amount of income and assets.

Examples of support could include child support paid, federal/state benefits,
health insurance dependent, etc.

fivi
gl
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Dependent Student: Tax Return Information

FAFSA =
2026-27 = St NexTan

The student is asked about their —o 9 0
2024 taX return The Student Student 2024 Tax Return Information
selects "Single" as the filing status Fch s 8 e e g o et ppl s .
and enters dollar amounts in the
Filing Status
other required responses. 2 o
Head of household
Masried filing jointly
Married filing separately
Qualtfying surviving spouse
Income Earned From Work




ey
Dependent Student: Assets

r
FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 = Stutent NexTran ® Save | FAFSAMens [£]

The student is asked about their T ——

Financials

assets. The student enters a Student Assets
Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

response in eaCh entry field. If the Don't include student aid. retirement Gcoounts, or investments.

’S] SCC{.OOIA

student has nothing to report, the

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

Stu d ent e nte rS the n u me ral Ze ro - Don't include the home the student lves in. Net worth ts the value of the investments minus any dedrs

owed against them.
g

|s[ [.oo’

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

Enter the net worth of the student’s businesses and income-producing farms. Net worth s the value of
the bustnesses and farms minus any debts owed against them. Don't include a famtly business with 100

related expenses,

|s] 0| 00|a

—— o \
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Assets

et worth means the current value, as of today, of investments, businesses, and/or investment
farms, minus debts related to those same investments, businesses, and/or investment farms.
When calculating net worth, use 0 for investments or properties with a negative value.

Investments include real estate (do not include the home in which you live), rental property
(includes a unit within a family home that has its own entrance, kitchen, and bath rented to
someone other than a family member), trust funds, UGMA and UTMA accounts, money market
funds, mutual funds, certificates of deposit, stocks, stock options, bonds, other securities,
installment and land sale contracts (including mortgages held), commodities, etc.

Investments also include qualified education benefits or education savings accounts such as
Coverdell savings accounts, 529 college savings plans, and the refund value of 529 prepaid
tuition plans. If the student is required to report parent information on the FAFSA form, parents
should not report the value of education savings accounts for other children. Qualified
education benefits or education savings accounts must be reported as an asset of the parent if
the student is required to report parent information. If the student is not required to report
parent information on the FAFSA form, the education benefit or savings account is reported as
an asset of the student. UGMA and UTMA accounts are considered the assets of the student and

)
must be reported as an asset of the student on the FAFSA form, regardless of wheéthe N
student is required to report parent information. J IAGARA
UNIVERSITY




Assets

Investments do not include the home you live in, the value of life insurance, ABLE accounts,
retirement plans (401[k] plans, pension funds, annuities, noneducation IRAs, Keogh plans, etc.),
or cash, savings, and checking accounts reported in the previous question.

Investments also do not include UGMA/UTMA accounts for which the student is the custodian
but not the owner or the value of qualified education benefits or education savings accounts
that are for the benefit of the parent’s other children (not the student).

Investment value means the current balance or market value of these investments as of today.
Investment debt means only those debts that are related to the investments.

Businesses and farms include businesses that you own (including a small or family-run business)
or income-producing farms that you own (including the fair market value of land, buildings,
livestock, unharvested crops, and machinery actively used in investment farms, agricultural, or
commercial activities).

Businesses and investment farms do not include the value of crops that are grown solely for
consumption by the student and their family or the home in which you live. If the home in which
you live is also located on a farm that you own, do not include the net value of that principal
residence in the net value of all farm assets. The principal residence may include home,

structures, and land that are adjacent to the home that are not being used, storedh« N 0
farming or other commercial activities J IAGARA
UNIVERSITY




Assets — Updates for 26-27

Starting with the 2026-27 year, the following are excluded from the SAl
calculation and should not be included as assets on the FAFSA:

*The net worth of a family-owned business with 100 or fewer full-time (or
full-time equivalent) employees;

*The net worth of a farm on which the family resides; and

*The net worth of a family-owned and controlled commercial fishing business
and related expenses.

fivi
gl
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Dependent Student: College Search

The student is asked to search for the
colleges, career schools, or trade
schools that will receive their FAFSA®
information. The student searches for a
school by selecting the state from the
drop-down menu and selecting
"Search." If the student can'’t find a
school searching by state, the student

can search by school code.

L :CRM B
FAFSA 2026-27 = Student Alex Tran @ Save FAFSA Menu | §

T e N e

Colleges
Where should we send the FAFSA® information?
Add at least one college or career school now.

You can add or remove schools before and after submitting your form.

You can add up to 20 schools. List any schools you're considering, even if you're not certain you'll apply

to them. Find tips for searching for colleges or career schools

I O out of 20 schools selected  View Selected Schools

Soarrh hwv State Fntar Srhonl Mada

California (CA)

Previous Continue

¢ UNIVERSITY



Dependent Student: College Search (Continued)

After entering a school’s state and
selecting "Search," the student
selects the correct school(s) from
the search results. Students can
send their FAFSA® information to a
maximum of 20 schools. The
student must add at least one

school to continue.

American Career College

Los Angeles, California (CA)

American Career College
Ontario. California (CA)

American College of
Healthcare and Techn

Riverside. Califomia (CA)

American Conservatory
Theater Foundation

San Francisco, California (CA)

American Film Institute

Los Angeles, Califomia (CA)

Q. Search and Select More Schools

Previous

031444

Federal School Code

015829

Federal School Code

039713

Federal School Cod
014545

Federal School Code
G22220

\ + Select )

v Selected

v Selected

v Selected

v Selected

<>
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Dependent Student Review Page (Continued)

Contributor Section
This is a continuation of the student
This Section is Shared with One Contributor Z Manage Contributor Information
review page. Since the Student invited tT::s::i:-::tf:;x:lsxz:;‘a;eu with the individual(s) listed below. View who you invited and
their parent to their form, they see the it o S sats
. - &> Mark Price 4 m
parent contributor section and the
status of their parent’s invite. EAEA Secion Expim >

Personal ldentifiers

Demographics

Financials

P’F'VIOUS “

Feder,

~< >



’ Federal StudentAid

Introduction: Dependent Student Invites Gontributor

This is the first page in the "Invite a | -~ "
Parent as a Contributor" section, St st s g Gtk e, S

Invlfe é Parent as a Contributor
which is the last student section to

A contributor is anyone who's required to provide information on
your FAFSA form. You must invite a legal parent—a biological or

require information. It provides an acoptveparnt s detemined b the stae

Stepparents and other types of guardians do not count unless they

Ove rVieW Of th e SeCtion 2 have legally adopted the student

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

|

fivi
&
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Dependent Student: Invite Contributor (Continued 1 of 2)

The student is asked to enter their parent’s email address to invite the parent to the FAFSA® form. After

entering the email address, the student selects "Send Invite." A pop-up window appears, and the student

confirms their parent’s email address by selecting "Send Invite."

&
2026-27 & Student Alex Tran

Y At . Ik e

Demographecs Francals Cofleges Contrbutor Invite

InQIfé Your Parent to This FAFSA® Form

To determine your federal student aid eligibility, we need more information on your household
financial situation. You'll need to invite a contributor to provide this information.

As a dependent student, you need to invite a legal parent as a corgributor, You only need to invite one
parent.

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?
&> Parert

Invite a Parent Contributor
Email

| 599887939est@testeod. edu | @

@ Sve  FAFSAMenu [£)

Send Invite to 599887939%test@testcod.edu?

We'll send an invitation link and an access code to this email address.

,



Federal QRtnndantAid

Dependent Student: Invite Contributor (Continued 2 of 2)

This page confirms the student’s

parent will receive an email inviting

them to the student’'s FAFSA® form.

The parent can access the form by

accepting the invitation in the email.

On this page, the student is also
provided an invitation link and
invitation code that can be shared

directly with the parent.

Y FomM
2026-27 = Student Alex Tran

Contributor Invite
Parent Contrlbutor
Once your parent accepts the invitation, they can complete the parent section of this FAFSA
form.

invitations from the "My Activity” page.

599887939test@testcod.edu

& lovite Sent
Other Ways to Send the Invite

Copy and Send the Invite Link !

www fafsa gov/inv e/TNDNUKA [ Copy Link

7NDNUKA

@ Save

FAFSA Menu [ ]

1856
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Dependent Student: Signature

On this page, the student
reviews the terms and
conditions of the FAFSA® form
and what they’ll agree to when

the student signs the form.

® rorm
2026-27 = Student Alex Tran B Save

e e e o o —0—

Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

cumsiance

Sign and Complete Your Section ©

Summary

This page confirms that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and
filled out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

The FAFSA form is a legal document you will electronically sign with your StudentAid.gov
account username and password (FSA ID). Because your FSA ID is associated with your
personal information, do not share it with anyone.

By signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, YOU, THE STUDENT, certify that you

o will use federal and/or state student aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution of
higher education,

o are not in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay
it,

» do not owe money back on a federal student grant or have made satisfactory arrangements
to repay it,

« will notify your school if you default on a federal student loan, and

o will not receive a Federal Pell Grant from more than one school for the same period of time.

By signing this application electronically using your StudentAid.gov account username and
password, you certify that all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of
your knowledge and you agree, if asked, to provide

FAFSAMenu [ 1 ]
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Dependent Student: Signature (Continued)

This is a continuation of the student
signature page. After agreeing to the
terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form
and digitally signing, the student is able to
submit their sections of the FAFSA form.
Since parent information has not been
provided, the FAFSA form is not
considered complete and can’t be

processed yet.

By signing this application electronically using your StudentAid.gov account username and
password, you certify that all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of
your knowledge and you agree, if asked, to provide

o information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and

e U.S, or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file.

You also certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the autherity to verify
informartion reported on your application.

If you sign this applicaton or any document related to the federal student aid programs
electronically using a username and password, and/or any other credential, you certify that you are
the person identified by the username and password, and/or any other credential and have not
disclosed that username and password, and/or any other credential to anyone else. If you
purposefully give false or misleading information, including applying as an independent student

without meeting the unusual circumstances required to qualify for such a status, you may be subject

o criminal penaities under 20 U.S,C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, imprisonment, or
both.

Additionally, by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you autherize the U.S.
Deparnment of Education to disclose all information provided on this application, as required under
Section 483(aX2XDXi) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, to the insttutions you have
identified herein, state higher education agencies (in your state of residence and the states in which
the institutions identified herein are located), and designated scholarship organizations to assist
with the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or institutional financial aid
programs and designated scholarship programs. Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an
institution that you select 10 authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other institution.

Sign Your FAFSA® Form

L Alex Tran, agree to the terms outlined above.

_ T

~< 2
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Dependent Student: Parent Email

This is NOT a view within StudentAid.gov or the FAFSA® form. This view demonstrates a parent opening the

FAFSA invitation from their email. The parent selects "Accept Invitation" and is taken to StudentAid.gov.

Federal Student Aid

7X6XHXF

Complete Your Section of Alex's

FAFSA® Form

I this inviiation was sent to you by mistake, decime the invitation

© why You Were Invited

We need some information from you to determine what aid Alex is
eligible for. Without your input, they won't be esgible for federal

student aid
Hello,
Being a contributor doesn’t make you responsible for Alex's
education costs
Alex T. started their 2026-27 Free Appiication for Federal Student Aid The FAFSA® form is often used to delermine a student's eligibility
(FAFSA®) form and needs your input as a contributor. Alex won't be for state and school financial aid in addition to federal financial aid.

eligible for federal student aid without your help

We recommend finishing early In case states or schools have earlier
deadlines

You will need to log in to StudentAid gov to accept the invitation. If you Sign up for texd alerts to stay updated on our grant programs,

10g in without selecting the "Accept Invitation™ button, you will need to 10an OrQIVENESS Programs, repayment plans, and information

go to the "FAFSA® Form™ menu at the top of the page, select “"Accept about your loans

Contributor Invite." and provide this code 51

=



Dependent Student: Parent Log-in

The parent is taken from their email to the
"Log In" page to enter their credentials. To
access the FAFSA® form, all users are
required to have a StudentAid.gov account
username and password. If the parent
doesn't have a username and password,

they can select "Create an Account.”

FederalStudentAid FAFSA” Eorm +

Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v
Log In
Email, Phone, or Username
[ 599887939test@testcod.edy ]

Foegot email, phone, or usemame?

Create an Account

L

ogin reate Accoun

FederalStudent Aid

FAFSA" Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment Loan Forgiveness «

Log In

€ 599887939%test@testcodedu

Password

Forgot password?

Create an Account

< >
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Dependent Student: Parent Accepts Invitation

After logging in, the parent is taken to
the "Accept 2026—-27 FAFSA®
Invitation" page. The invitation code
from the parent’'s email automatically
fills in the text box if the parent used

the link from the email.

€ FAFSA Home Page

Accept 202627 FAFSA® Invitation

Enter the code you recelved for the FAFSA form.

o \

Need to accept an Invitation for a
different year?

Go to My Activity where you can find
any existn itauer‘s for an earlier
FAFSA form.

Don't have an Invitation code?

Speak with the per

to the form and ensure they hay

O your em ail.

your invitation code.

who invited you

hk)uu‘b x for

: NIAGARA
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Dependent Student’s Parent Provides
Consent and Approval

Federa

R

Provide Consent and Approval or the Student Won't Be Eligible for
Federal Student Aid

This page informs the parent about

Surmmary

consent, approval, and the use of their

federal tax information. By providing
consent and approval, the parent’s federal
tax information is transferred directly into
the FAFSA® form from the IRS to help

complete the "Parent Financials" section.

\
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Dependent Student’s Parent Gurrent Marital Status

The parent is asked about their current
marital status. They select the "Married

(not Separated)" option.

FAFSA 2654-25 &2 Parest of Raya Tran

-

Parent Current Marital Status

Single (Never Married)

Previous

A
5% UNIVERSITY



Dependent Student: Parent Federal Benefits Received

This page asks the parent if the parent or
anyone in the parent’s family has received
federal benefits. The parent selects "None

of these apply."

FAFSA 2006-27 & Pt 4 A <ol Yt

o " © o

Federal Benefits Received

Responses Won't Reduce Federal Student Aid Exgibility

any Dme during 2024 or 2025, G the péarent or anyone In Delr family receive benefits from
anty of the following federal programs?

: [] Eamedincome Credet EIC)

f [7] Veders Mousing Assistance

i [ Free o Reduced Price Schocl Lanch
[) Medicaid

[[] Pefundable Credit for Coverage Under 2
Qualfied Mealh Plan (QHP) or Healh
Inseance Subsidy

[) Ssoplemestal Nuttion Assxtance
Program (SNAP)
[

[ Sspplemental Securtty Income (550




Dependent Student: Parent Tax Filing Status
FAFSA 5o & rcimae

\ G‘I

This page asks the parent about
their tax filing status. The parent
selects "Yes" to "Did or will the
parent file a 2024 IRS Form 1040
or 1040-NR?" and "Yes" to "Did or
will the parent file a 2024 joint tax

return with their current spouse?"

Parent Tax Filing Status

Did or will the parent file a 2024 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR?

@ Yes

Did or will the parent file a 2024 joint tax return with their current spouse?

@ Yes

O No

[® Save FAFSA Menu f

_g_lmmll NIAGARA
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Dependent Student: Parent Family Size

This page displays the family size for
the student. The parent has the option
to enter the number of children or other
dependents who live with the parent
and will receive more than half of their
support from the parent between July
1, 2026, and June 30, 2027.

’ FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 &= Parent of Alex Tran e

> e e

Family Size

@ The parent’s family size is 5.

Enter the number of children or other dependents who live with the parent and will receive more
than half of their support from the parent between July 1, 2026, and June 30, 2027.

Include dependent children who meet these criteria, even if they live apart because of college enrollment.

Do not include the student applicant.

PrQVIOLS m

FAFSA Menu | : |

AANAS)/ /5 \
7 UNIVERSITY




4
Dependent Student: Parent Number in College

This page asks the parent how many people in the family will be in college between July 1,

2026, and June 30, 2027. The parent enters a response into the entry field.

* FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 & Parent of Alex Tran @ Save  FAFSAMenu ]

© 124 ©

Demographics Financials Signature

Number in College

Out of the 5 people in the parent’s family, how many will be in college between July 1, 2026,
and June 30, 20277

Never include the student’s parent(s). Always include the student applicant. Also include the parent’s
other children or dependents if they will also be in college during this time.

1 i)

No longer used in SAI calculations, but schools
can still use for aid consideration.




Dependent Student: Parent Tax Return Information

The parent is asked
gquestions about their 2024
tax return. The parent enters
a response in each entry
field. If the parent has nothing
to report, the parent enters

the numeral zero.

1.VA - T—

© S

Parent 2024 Tax Return Information

arent’s 2024 tax recurn 1o answer the following questons

o Report Combined Taves

Report the combined tax tndsrrmation 0or the pasent and thesr ipouse.

Head of hownebold
B Macied fieg jointly
Married flog separately

Qualfying wurvwing spouse

Income Earmed From Work

Tax Exemgt Interest Income

©

] Ee

Education Credits (American Opportunity Tax Credit and Lifetime Leaming Tax Credit)

m |

Net Profit or Loss From IRS Form 1040 Schedule C

Amount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorp Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS

2% UNIVERSITY



Dependent Student: Parent Assets

The parent is asked about their assets.
The parent enters a response in each

entry field. If the parent has nothing to

Child Support received — use amount
received for the last complete calendar
year (as of the date filing the FAFSA).

report, the parent enters the numeral zero.

FAFSA 2026-27 &% Pacent of Alex Trn

© ©
Annual Child Support Received

Parent Assets

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts
s 0 | 00
Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

s ‘i.oo

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

M Seve  FAFSAMenu [1]

L8
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Dependent Student: Other Parent Information

FAFSA' ;2;.(;;6-27 &% Parent of Nex Tran @ Swe | FAFSAMenu ]
The parent is asked to provide © o o
information about their spouse or Parent Spouse Information
. Based on your responses, we need to know your spouse’s date of birth.
partner. In thIS example, the Other We need to know their age to determine the student’s eligibility for federal student aid.
parent does not need to contribute to s | [=
the student’s FAFSA® form because
|
the parents filed taxes jointly. After

providing the other parent’s date of
birth, all required parent information

will be complete.

HINIAGAKA
’ UNIVERSITY




Dependent Student FAFSA® Confirmation

Upon submitting the student’'s FAFSA®
form, the parent is presented an
abbreviated confirmation page. This page
displays information about tracking the
student’s FAFSA form and next steps. The
student will receive an email with the full,
detailed confirmation. With the student
and parent sections completed and
signed, the FAFSA form is now considered

complete and submitted for processing.

FederaldStuaentAild

FAFSA 202425 &% Pt of Raya Tom

Congratulations,

%2 RayaTran

10/12/2024

What Happens Next

B4  Emall sent

Confirm that the student recelved an email version of this page

7= The Student Wil Recelve Notification of Processing

n one 1o three days, the student will recelve a notfication by emall that their FAFSA

form was processed and sent to the student’s schools

D The Student Will Recelve School Communications

We use the information collected on the student's FAFSA for! o calculate th Student

Index

Track and Manage the Student’s FAFSA® Form

Youc the status of the student’s application in the “My Activity”
StudentAid gov account. We will let you know if we need

the FAFSA® Form Is Completel

NG

v
UINLYLINOLL |

3
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FAFSA Sﬁmission Summary Landing Page

The student receives a FAFSA Submission Summary for their processed FAFSA® form and any subsequent
corrections that the student submits. The FAFSA Submission Summary is divided into four tabs: "Eligibility
Overview," "FAFSA Form Answers," "School Information,"” and "Next Steps." At the top, the student will see

- when the FAFSA form was received and processed. The student also has the option to print the FAFSA

Submission Summary to keep for their records.

< Back & Print FAFSA Submission Summary

FAFSA 202627 FAFSA Submission Summary

1 Processed Data Refease Number Viewng  Submission 1

ChLih ADOICAtON MaCeived AOOnCatio
© & Michelle Allen June 20, 2025 June 20, 2025 8720

Eligibility Overview = FAFSA Form Answers  School Information @ Next Steps

185



Eligibility Overview

On the "Eligibility Overview" tab, the
student sees information about the
federal student aid for which they may
be eligible, such as a Federal Pell
Grant and Federal Direct Loans. Any
amounts of financial aid that display on
this tab are estimates and are not
guaranteed. The school's financial aid
office provides final determination of

the student’s financial aid eligibility.

Federal StudentAid

Eligibility Overview  FAFSA Form Answers  School Information @ Next Steps

Your Estimated Federal Student Aid

Federal Pell Grant

You are not eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, but you may N/A
be eligible for other aid.

Federal Direct Loans

A federal direct loan is money lent to you by the o $9,500

government that you must repay with interest.

Federal Work-Study

Federal Work-Study is a way for students to earn money to You May Be Engitie
pay for school through part-time jobs on or off campus.

Amounts shown here are only estimates of federal student atd dased on full-time
enroliment and the average cost of attendance. Your school will determine how much
student aid to offer yow, which may include additional aid from your school or state.

Learn more about financial aid

@ Keep In mind, this Is only an estimate

Always refer to your school’s financial aid offer for a final
determination of financial aid available.

Need to make a correction?

$1art a COrTection 1o revise your
form if you need to update or
change information (such as adding
an additonal school),

Visit the FAFSA Form Answers tab to
review your responses and make
sure all the information you
provided is correct.

View All of Your Federal Student Ald
In One Place

View detailed information about
your federal student loan and grant
aid, including your enrollment
history. payment history. and
subsidized usage.

‘ Visit My Aid

2 UNIVERSITY




Federal StudentAid

Eligibility Overview (Continued)

Th‘is is a continuation of the "Eligibility Overview" tab of the FAFSA Submission Summary. The student

can view their Student Aid Index. The school's financial aid office provides final determination of the

student’s financial aid eligibility.

Your Student Aid Index (SAl)

Your SAI is an index number calculated using information
provided on your FAFSA form. Your school uses your SAI
to determine your federal student aid eligibility and to
build your financial aid offer. Your SAI may change if you
update or correct your FAFSA information or after
verification (if your FAFSA form was selected for review).
Once your updated FAFSA form is complete and fully
processed, you'll receive a new FAFSA Submission
Summary, which may include changes to your SAI and
estimated federal student aid.

What does this mean?

-1500

2 UNIVERSITY



n the School Information tab, the
student sees information about the
college(s) and/or career school(s) that
they selected to send their FAFSA®
information. The student can compare
the graduation rate, retention rate,
transfer rate, default rate, median debt
upon completion, and average annual

cost of their selected schools.

FederalStudentAid

School Information

Eligibility Overview ~ FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps
Find an Affordable School

Many schools offer the opportunity to attend college affordably. Learn about the costs and benefits associated with the schools you
listed on your form.

Learn More on College Scorecard [

School Name Graduation Rate ) Retention Rate () Transfer Rate (2}  Default Rate 2) Median Debt Upon Completion G
George Washington 15% 89% 26% 64% $56,000
University
University of North 26% 76% 25% 34% $24,000
Carolina, Chapel Hi
University of California 55% 65% 35% 15% $19.000
North Ridge
View All v

tween _$0-$30,000 v

Average Annual Cost (2

$102.000

$38.000

$24.000

'NIAGARA
UNIVERSfY




Federal StudentAid

After the FAFSA submission

Each school will receive the FAFSA electronically within 3-5 business days.

You will see a range of when offer letters are sent out November - April

'NIAGARA
UNIVERSITY




Federal StudentAid

CSS Protile

Some schools also require the CSS Profile in addition to the FAFSA form. This is used to award

non-federal institutional aid. Check with each school for their specific deadlines.
Opens on October 1st

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/about

flvl

20
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What is Cost of Attendance (COA)

* Direct costs
 Indirect costs
* Direct and indirect costs combined into cost of attendance

*Varies widely from college to college

ﬁ:%
I}
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What is the Student Aid Index (SAl)

» Stays the same regardless of college

 Two components
 Parent contribution
e Student contribution

» Calculated using data from a federal application form and a
federal formula

- 7"NIAGARA
2 UNIVERSITY



What is Financial Need

Cost of Attendance

— Student Aid Index

= Financial Need

[

19/ NIAGARA
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Types of Financial Aid

» Scholarships
e Grants
* Loans

* Employment

[

I N[ AGARA
7 UNIVERSITY




Sources of Financial Aid

* Federal government

 States

» Colleges/Universities

 Private sources

« Civic organizations and churches

 Employers

fvi
gl
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Federal Government

* Largest source of financial aid
 Aid awarded primarily on the basis of financial need

* Must apply every year using the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

[

I N[ AGARA
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Common Federal Aid Programs

Federal Pell Grant

Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education Grant (TEACH)

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant

Federal Work-Study

Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans

PLUS Loans

fvi
gl
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State Aid Programs

* Residency requirements
 Award aid on the basis of both merit and need
e Use information from the FAFSA

* Deadlines vary by state; check paper FAFSA or FAFSA
on the Web site

[
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NYS Aid Programs

* Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) $125,000 or less NYS
net taxable income. Can be used at Public or Private
schools. Award amounts range from $1,000 - $5,665.

« Excelsior Scholarship - $125,000 or less Federal
adjusted gross income. Can only be used at SUNY or
CUNY. Covers tuition expenses minus any other grant
aid.

 STEM Scholarships, Academic Excellence, etc

* https://hesc.ny.gov/find-aid/nys-grants-scholarships/
ol

I N[ AGARA
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Private Sources/Employers

Foundations, businesses, charitable organizations

Deadlines and application procedures vary widely

Begin researching private aid sources early

Companies may have scholarships available to the children of employees

Companies may have educational benefits for their employees

Private lenders for student loans

g
I
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Special Conditions/Appeals

* [f income or situation has changed since 2024 — contact
school. May be able to perform a Professional Judgement.

* Even if nothing has changed, you can still ask the school for
additional funds.

ﬁ:%
I}
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Financial Aid Award Letter Worksheet

Use the information from your financial aid offer letters to determine the net cost to you and your parent(s).

SCHOOL1 SCHOOL2 SCHOOL3 SCHOOL4

College or
University Name

Direct Charges
Tuition and Fees
Room and Board

Grants and
Scholarships

Federal Pell Grant

State Grant

Other Grants and
Scholarships

Total Grants and
Scholarships

Work-Study Program*®

Loans

Federal Direct

Total Loans

Total Financial Aid
Award
Total Grants and
Scholarships +
Work-Study + Total
Loans =

Total Direct Charges $ $ $ $
- Total Financial Aid  $ $ $ $
=Net Cost to Attend $ $ $ $

*Although work-study is part of your financial aid package, it must be earned by working at a job while you are in school.

NIAGARA
UNIVERSITY
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