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Hello future NHS students and families 

Over the past ten years, IB DP and Northville High School have had a history of successes. We have worked hard 

to integrate the IB Diploma Program (DP) and its courses into the academic culture of Northville High School, inviting 

students to engage in rich and fulfilling academic work – with others and on their own.  What follows is a streamlined 

application for interested full DP students who reside outside of our traditional boundaries, those eligible for Limited 

School of Choice (LSoC) enrollment (see this site for full details).  

Please note that Northville High School works to maintain as open an admissions process for the IB 

Diploma Program as possible, including the students interested in joining from out-of-district for the DP via the 

Limited School of Choice processes. This document and its respective pieces, which help us move conversations 

forward with full DP applicants, will be due to the NPS Main Street location by 4pm on June 5, 2025.  Please 

include a copy of your current high school transcript with this application and all of its parts.  We collect this 

application information to consider the best interests of the students academically and personally, looking in particular to 

ensure that the learning styles and skills developed for IB DP are a good fit overall at present – or one that the student 

intrinsically desires to foster these more successfully.  

The full DP program distinguishes itself as a unique college readiness program by having students enroll in six 

DP courses across the curriculum over a two-year period, three of which are at a Higher Level (HL).  HL courses run over 

two-years and consequently allow for an extended period of inquiry and study.  Some of the Standard Level (SL) courses 

run for two years as well, and some are one-year commitments.  Please check the NHS course descriptions for the most 

recent updates and requirements (see as well the IB DP Subject Briefs that offer overviews of the courses).  Students 

interested in the full Diploma Program enroll in six subject areas (Group 6 is the Arts), or they can “double-up” in Groups 

1-4.  Please see the scheduling worksheet for more details and assistance with such planning.  The NPS IB DP Website 

has other resources as well, including the DP Corner. 

For full DP candidates, in addition to the six IB DP courses over the two years, each student in the program will 

complete the following core commitments: enroll in a Theory of Knowledge course that meets for one hour (or the 

equivalent of) during seminar once per week (typically from 7:30-8:30 am, as currently scheduled); complete Creativity, 

Activity, and Service projects and respective learning outcomes, reflections, and interviews; and research, draft, and 

submit an Extended Essay on a topic of their choice.     
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https://www.northvilleschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=350915&type=d&pREC_ID=761376
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19yir1-_UXtksz61L4rKTIV4hrWpvuyzvI6hJXsqRVLs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.northvilleschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=350707&type=d&pREC_ID=760755
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17vC99uzZsWaJgJn1cEYZZK-1lu09p0SEypuKnAScKbU/edit
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The IB DP core (above), and the interdisciplinary nature of the six cross-curricular courses make this two-year 

commitment a program: in other words, these core components and the balances in the courses across the curriculum 

are the reasons why many colleges and universities look to IB DP fondly as a supported program rich with 

personal development, project management, and enrichment opportunities.  Much of the rigor in the DP comes 

from varied opportunity and depth of study, and the personalized aspects of the curriculum are balanced with 

well-designed curricula from a well-known college preparation pathway, one that asks students to stretch 

intellectually and to work cohesively with others (i.e., students and staff) in pre-collegiate manners.   

At NHS, we have developed an informative and dynamic process. The NHS IB DP application committee, which 

consists of teaching, counseling, and administrative staff members, will review application materials and will contact 

students with questions regarding learning profile alignments or course selections (i.e., for those students interested in the 

full IB Diploma Program who complete this application).   

Best, 

Dr. James T. Davis II, Northville High School IB DP Coordinator 

 

Note: All parts that follow are mandatory for full Diploma Program Candidates  

Part 1: IB DP Student Application Prompts 

Part A: Please explain why you are excited personally to apply to the IB DP at NHS. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Optional): Please provide any thoughts below that you may have about the IB DP program, courses, or processes 
at NHS.  We welcome such feedback, especially as we look forward to the program’s future growth.  Or email 
feedback to davisja@northvilleschools.org.    
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Part B: Please note any details about your academic history or learning styles -- or struggles -- here (not explained 
above) that might be helpful for us to know in terms of your application or your successes in the program: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 2. Student Planning Sheet and IB DP Agreements for Parents and Students 

 
Student’s last name:​ _____________________  ​ Student’s first name:​  _____________________ 
 
Grade level for 2024-25:  _____________________ 
 
Section A: The Diploma Program and its respective courses offer exciting opportunities, and this engagement comes with 
a level of commitment, initially to understanding the aspects of the program and secondarily to fulfilling the obligations 
for the IB Diploma, if applicable, and/or its respective courses. Please complete the following chart by filling in the 
proposed course(s) of study name(s) from our course offerings and the corresponding group (see attached course 
descriptions and/or NHS website for further reference).  
 
Reminder: the full IB Diploma Program requires each student to enroll in an expected number of IB HL and SL courses (3 
HL + 3 SL or, if approved by the coordinator, 4 HL + 2 SL).  An IB DP student can take two courses from groups 1 ,2, 3, 
and 4; all students must take HL or SL courses in groups 1-5.  
 
Section B:  Please list special requests or stipulations that might impact your overall selection of subjects (i.e., band, 
chorus, AP Physics, etc.). For incoming seniors, your current DP courses and our school offerings are important elements 
to consider in this transition to the second year of DP at a new school. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Section C. IB DP Agreements for Parents and Students 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
●​ I consent to my child’s school records being used 

for information, screening, and placement.  
●​ I have read the course descriptions and understand 

the recommended prerequisite classes, as 
applicable, in order to be successful in this 
academic journey. 

●​ I understand the requirements of the IB Diploma 
Program and its courses, including the core 
requirements for full Diploma candidates (i.e., 
completion of Theory of Knowledge, Creativity, 
Activity, and Service, and Extended Essay 
expectations).  

●​ I commit to attending appropriate student/parent 
meetings to understand better the benefits and 
requirements of the IB Diploma Program.  

●​ I understand that the IB Diploma Program  
courses are a one-year initial commitment and that 
many courses run for more than one year of study. 

●​ I understand that the highest levels of integrity 
govern IB coursework and understand that 
violation of the IB academic honor code will 
result in academic/disciplinary consequences. 

●​ I understand that, if applicable, students will be 
responsible for any IB fees incurred by NHS that 
are a direct result of their missing of deadlines, 
violations of policies, and/or of direct requests to 
the IB Coordinator for any remarking or reviews.  

Student 
●​ I am an aspiring IB Learner who understands the 

requirements of the IB Diploma Program.  
●​ I have read the course descriptions and understand 

the recommended prerequisite classes, as 
applicable, in order to be successful in this 
academic journey. 

●​ I understand the core requirements and commit to 
fulfilling these requirements, including the core if 
a full Diploma Program candidate (i.e., 
completion of Theory of Knowledge, Creativity, 
Activity, and Service, and the Extended Essay). 

●​ I have attended an informational session or 
discussed with a current Diploma Program student 
the details of this program.  

●​ I have completed a course overview worksheet. 
●​ I understand that the IB Diploma Program courses 

are a one-year initial commitment and that many 
courses run for more than one year of study. 

●​ I understand that the highest levels of integrity 
govern IB coursework and understand that 
violation of the IB academic honor code will 
result in academic/disciplinary consequences. 

●​ I will follow the NHS Honor Code and any 
additional IBO expectations regarding academic 
integrity, including those regarding AI. 
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●​ I understand that students testing in each course 

will be subject to respective course testing fees 
(currently $119 per academic course [x6]). 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________ 
 
Printed name: ______________________ 
 
Date: _____________________ 
 

      E-mail (optional): _____________________ 
 

●​ I have communicated with my 
parent(s)/guardian(s) and understand the 
agreements to which they have committed.  

 
Student Signature: _______________________________ 
 
Printed name: ___________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________ 
 
E-mail (required): ____________________________ 
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Part 3: Course Plans and IB DP Teacher Recommendation Form (separate page[s] from the packet, if needed) 

 
Note: Parts 1-3 are mandatory for full Diploma Program Candidates 

 
For this portion, please (re)list all of the IB DP course(s) desired over the two-year period: identify name of course and 
level desired (i.e., HL or SL), and your currently enrolled course that correspond.  
 
 Course Desired and Level (HL or SL) Course Currently Enrolled in that Group/Subject 
Group 1  

 
 

Group 2   
 

Group 3  
 

 

Group 4  
 

 

Group 5  
 

 

Group 6 or Second  
Course in Groups 1-4  

  

 
​  

Note: The rest of this two-page document needs to be completed by an academic teacher who knows you well. 
 

Student’s Last Name: 
 
 

Student’s First Name: 
 

Teacher’s Last Name, First Initial: 
 
 

Subject(s) Taught: 
 

 
TO THE TEACHER:  
The above student is applying to the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. This rigorous academic curriculum 
challenges students to learn how to learn, analyze, and reach considered conclusions about people, language and literature, 
and the scientific forces of the environment. Students must have established strong scholastic backgrounds and tendencies 
to be inquiry-minded and communicative with others, including staff. The successful IB student possesses a high degree 
of motivation, self-discipline, and a genuine love of learning.  
 
Please return this form with the completed application and with a complete high school transcript on or before the 
application due date. Electronic copies, if preferable, can be sent to davisja@northvilleschools.org.  
 
Please make all attempts to keep this recommendation confidential. 
 
Academic Abilities 

Check the column which best describes the student 
Always Usually Sometimes Seldom Never Not 

Observed 

1. Does the student complete 
schoolwork in a timely and 
thorough manner? 

      

2. Does the student grasp new 
or different concepts readily 
and willingly?  
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3. Does the student challenge, 
speculate, inquire, make 
creative associations, or draw 
unique conclusions? 

      

4. Does the student take the 
initiative (and responsibility) 
for his/her/their own learning? 

      

5. Is the student’s oral and 
written communication clear, 
mature, and correct? 

      
 

 
Personal Characteristics 
 

 
Always 

 
Usually 

 
Sometimes 

 
Seldom 

 
Never 

 
Not 

Observed 
1. Does the student show 
genuine excitement and 
enthusiasm for learning? 

      

2. Is the student able to be 
self-critical and self-correcting 
(respond to feedback well)? 

      

3. Does the student balance 
outside responsibilities as well 
as school demands? 

      

4. Does the student 
demonstrate honesty and 
personal integrity when faced 
with an obstacle or challenge? 

      

5. Does the student work well 
with and show concern for 
others? 

      

 
ATTENDANCE:  Has a student's attendance negatively impacted school performance?   (Circle):​ Yes​ No  

If yes, explain:  
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
OVERALL RECOMMENDATION (check one):   

 

Enthusiastically      Highly             Recommend             Recommend                         Cannot            
               Recommend                   Recommend                                                with Reservation                      Recommend 

 
 
OPTIONAL: Teacher’s Comments 
Please comment briefly on the suitability of the IB Diploma Program for this student. We would appreciate your honesty 
in expressing any reservations you may have. If you marked “Seldom” or “Never” in any category above or cannot 
recommend this student, please explain. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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