


ANANYA NARAYAN AND LIAM WILL
USC PRESIDENTS

LISTEN TO EVERY VOICE
—— e

By Anna Mowakowskl

LEAM WILL AND ANAMYA RARAYAN hogoe to leave @ big Impast on the Uppar
Sehoal Councll, Vated into presidency by theair peers, Will and Marayan

chose 10 be co-presidents becausa of their big ideas and commitment 1o
change

Marayvan and Will run magtings for the councl, arganiza
nitiatives and develop ideas for the Uppar Schoal
community. They chose fo make their meelings and
nitiatives invahea marmy of the othes members of
the commitiee with opan discuszion and voling.
Accordmg o Will, one of their strengths as
ca-presidants is making sure evensane is
heard, "The robe of Go-prasidens (5 o
delegate and hold other members o
the commites accourtabie o iasks
Ihery haveer besin a55igned " Will said

SUSE Is a great way to help the
community and make some changes
theat | wanted to see to imprave the
way we do things,” Will said, and that
ts exacily what he has baen doing
with his marmy poaks and progects that
are all wall underway.

Some ol thess mitiatives include
rasolving snack policy with a new
sysbem, further implementing

thir sustainability program and
firalizing the menior program. One
of 1heir Eargest goals is changing the
antendanca policy around protesis,
Their goal is ta change the absence fram
acknowladged lo excused to encowrage
exprassian and [reddom al speech. Will
antd Marzyan also are very imohsed

in the restruciuned mentor-menigs
program. They made the program mare
parsanal, ensuring that mentors met
with their merrtess aften and were zhle
10 answer their puestions. This made
studenis fiesl much mare compeshed,

Marayan learned many valuable lessons
fram her years as a represantativa and
finally a co-prasident. Some ol the mosl
impartant, according 1o MNar: ri
"How to ged things dane, how 1o listen
o paople, how 1o make sure everyons
leels beand and how o be a strong
e,
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RIGRARD
CHANG’S
BETTER LEAGUE
o— m——

By Calin Wi

RICHARD CHANG =tarted playing fFantasy football as 11 years okl sgainst
strangers on the interned. Mow, Saven yaars later, he administers fwo kkagues
Despite never having played tootball i his like, Chang Talt dre fantasy by
how [t combaned his dual inlerest i sports and mathematics.

I

"I like data,” he said, referring to the complisx System of stats
sohedules and progections that players must naigate in order 1o
determing their limeups each week

Hits first fantasy season was a defining experianca that invobeed
mara than a litlle bit of luck. *1 just took every Vilings
player, and that just happened to be the vear that Adrian
Patersan went aff. 1 got really lucky, and | just had a really good
tearm And | thoughl maybe Kd play the next year. [ just kept an

alaying,” he said.

singls

Gheang dadnt create an official league wnbl middle school, when
fellow severth grader (now senicr] Nathan Sobotka plarted the
idea in his head, He ended up forming & small four-team league
with Sobatka and o of their seventh grade classmates.
"During Englizh class, ha asked me i I'd be willing o stz

i aid he wanied 1o slar playing.

fanasy fnciball league hecause he
That night I'want on my phane and craated a league,” Chang said.

Cver the years, mane people started bo join. Senior Amesa Batson
aharted pEaying in 2078, ") tigueed it be easy and fun,” she sa

LAUREN DIEPERINK . Ghang now hosts & tofal of 22 teams across twa leaguess, the langer
of them colloquially redarred ta s "the Bedtar League,” taking on all
the respansibility that comes with them and acting as the keadar,

commissionar and public

"He doas just about everything,” Sabolka said. “Some years he evén
ands up playing muftiphe oams, because people drop oul.”

According 1o Sobolka, competition & a prime motivator far many in the
eagpue: “None of us really care about fantasy football We care aboul
beating each ather. That's the fun parl,” he said

While Chang started out playing just for fun, crezting his own league and
getting 0 play against friends added a social layer to his axpariance.
" cho fiesl that playing fantasy foatball will help me build connections

with peaple |

o i lita.”
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QUINN
CHRISTENSEN
KNOWS CLOTHES

By Tammy Yarks

MUINN GHRESTENSEM spends a lof of time making clothas. She makes
skirls, sharls and dresses for parsonal buyers {usually Iriends) and éven
lkaxd the opporiunity to make Cinderella’s dress in las! year's musical,
“Inin the Woods.”

S Theater Director Eric Severson first had the thaugh? to ask
Cheistensan so make the fantastic dress, “For the show, |'wanled a
poewn that wiouldn't impede Cinderella’s movement in the woods,”
Severson said, "When | :4'1|'rn1"|' wirn about working on this, she

nr.rrr!:=.p.1r-JEn..H. WE I|.~|||d in |:II_.i-'.-\. |I.-1| became patterns and
fabric choices thal would wark bast in the style. | could not be
happiar ar more prowd of the end product®

Thi dress 1ok Christensen a lengthy Ume o make with the
littimgs of the actress plasing Clnderella, inding the right
labric, &nd more, buf throwgh all of her work amd tme, she
was atill able 1o cregie &n uther masteniecs

Although Ghrisiensan lowes making her clathing, its
difficult for her to find tima to create &nd produce new
pieces hetwean balancing The Rubican, Ins; Art + Lit
acting for schoal plays, choir and other habbies, Luckily,
afler several years ol pursuing this, sha has leamed

1o halance hes schedule. FJ'—I on 15 just so rn-=.| mng -
dovwhien | Feve time Tor 1L, Chrislensen said. *During

Lhes year il's @ kot less, I.".II m wery productive daring

I Surmimes Wit IL. | think | e seven piecas this FHEH[IHT FORSBERG 3

surmmer, but then during the year, it's the weekand if |
hawe some time, or after school sometemes "

Within and without the life of clothes making,
Christansen is widely known as a creative

an I ganuing person. Lari L se friend of
ngraph her chathing
“Quinn's persor ||I|L-.- is mostly the seme when
she's making clothing and daing no chwiting
because whenever she's doang el
shiws through a BoL” Lisald “Her clothes ara vary
nircate and carehully put together, which | ihnk corralates
a |04 with the wiy she thinks in the nosmal acthvities & el
every day like in school. The way she thinks and approaches things &
compla bat simple and innowative."

Ewen though Christansan cannot spend a8 of har ime making clothes an
g 0ld mastamieces, her talent, work ethic, and her great J?:r\.vr-ilul-_.-
trraugh inba her diathas makding

JACK GUINAN
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SAM HANSON
COMPOSER

By Jake Hosazu

O-

SAM HANSON began cormposing music 15 featured an
Minnesota Public Fadio for a piace he composed, Iromie Canfrasts
Tor cela, rumgel and pano. In an inlerview with MPR, Hansan
sali, F weote the piece with ideas of contrasting moods al

chaos and unity batwaen the parts”

ELLIE HOPPE

Hansan began playing the vialin when his parents
signed bioth him and his brother up lor lessans. *F often
fiet like @ sculplure in progress leaming the vicln, mmy
howw arm and hand position befng constantly prodded
and corrected y oy teacher,” Hanson saxd, “But a5 e
muzcle mamary was ingrained infto me through quast
torture, | began o anjoy playing more and put more time
it precticing.”

Hansan was abbe (o bearn fram his iquing his
form until his technigue was sound.

He sees endless possibiliies with the instrument. “The
winlin speaks to me because it has so many potentéal
different ways it can be played." Hansan said. “Technique-
wisa, the baow can be mowved fram its reguiar posation
taweards 1be bridge, creating & metalic sourd, ar lowards the
lingerboard, which gives an airy, thin sound.”

Orchestra Dinector Almut Engemandt has worked wilh

Hans=on for a number of years, She described him as, “a realy
expressive player with a sweed soumnd,”

oG

CHARLIE KEILLOR

Sanior Henry Burton has baen a stand partner with Hansn

and off Tor & number of years. *When he plays, £ e s alvays p

Burioa said. “1 don't know if it stemns Brom howrs of practice, or just being
gited a1 sight reading, bull either way, ba's a very tadantid vealinist.”

i an

Burton described Hanson in e chsseoom, discussing his aollity 1o impac
others in the class, “He's able 1o be serlous during crchestra, which can be
rather hedphud when everyone's distracted, He sets a pood example for the
younger studenis on how to act during rehearsal. His talent

always pushes me to play better,” Burton said

Harsan is ahl wple, which is an impartan trait for
a seniar student. His ability 1o tune in and be professional display
maturity in the classoom,

e ta lead the clgss by exa

Crerall, Hansan is humble about his abilies. As Engefardl said, "Someong
wilh Sam’s tabents could show olf, but he keeps 1o imsell”
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PIA SCIRULTZ

HEADS OUTDOORS
= —0

By Evelyn Sampsel-lones

PIA SCAULTZ will not sil iresade during winter. Some paople e to ramain within the walls of
thair homea, sale and warm, with 2 comfartable bed, clean clothes and hol food. Schultz,
an the other hand, is not ane of thase peaple. | read somewhens Thal we spend
samething like B0% of our lita indooes,” she said. “That's jus| insans o ma”

Schultz was borm in Akaska and lived Heere For the first lwo years of hes like,
Her dad still lives these, and Schultz goes bo visi every summer and stays
in & cabif in e woods.

“Dnee lime we woke up and we heand a creaky nose. This ree, thal's
kim of connected to the cabin, there was a black bear in it and we
dicin't really ko how to get it down,” Schultz said. “They're scared of
loud nilses, so eventuzlly my dad drove up fo the tree and reveed his
engine really loud, and that scared the bear, That was five hours

of just ooking at this bear and thinking, 'How are we going to

qet it down?"

Schultz has atlended Camp Warran, a YMCA camp in
Ewalath, Minnesola, since fourth grade and started
a5 & coumselor 5L summer. *Baing at camp

is ke being with a strang community of

wamers. There ane a ot of role models that

hawe shown me & kot of quakties I've tried 1o
pmulate,” Schultz said ——

Garnp Wamen has also given Schuliz

the opportunity ko take canoe trigs in the
Boundary Watars, Last year, she want an

Long Long Bordar, a 14-day trip through the
Boundary Watars Ganoe Area (BWECA) designed
for campars who have excalled an previous

frips. "WV did our Ta-day trip, and then we did this
portage,” Schultz sakl

The portage Schultz refers 1o is the legendary Grand
Portage, which siretchas over 2,720 rods (8.5 miles). Ithas
heen wsad by Native Americans and vovageurs for around
2000 years and is now ona of the toughest portages in

the B

“We were supposed o do half of it in the morning and then
tha nther half at nighl, and sleep in the middle, but we were
supar behind that day. 50 vwe got 1o tha slarling paint, and &
was anound 11 pury, and we were beng picked up af 11am,,
arstl wii Ihaught 1 would 12k 10 hours, 30w juest did il Schullz
saii. “We basicaly just portaged the whale night, from 12 a.m.

T 5 a.m, It was really difficult,”

As for advice an getting outside more, Schuftz says that the litle
Things caut

*I definibaly try o make 20 effort o gel oulsida, sither throwgh ABDELRAHMAN MOKEBEL
Irips o just going out an 2 wak, thal kind of thing, It helps me
st he bigger scheme of things,” she said.
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RY AN

STROBEL
FISHTOGRAPHER

O— ——

By Adrienne Gaylor

Senior Ayan Strobal is net & photographer. He iz a fishearapher, and the
ame at What kn 10th grade he took a photograpby class at schoal, and his
lowe od thr ard form progressad from thare, Now he's god his own camera

and a family of fish that need to be phatagra

NORH RICE "1 Jiest likee Isaking &t the crazy stuff that nature's generated.”
Strobed zald. *| feel like not a lot of people pay 2 1o st
like that. Fhey'ne i&e, 'Ew it's a cricket’ but they gon’ loak 21
howy complex s moulh &1 just kind of crazy that it all came
together in a way, and | think it"s neat ba show that stuff up close,
Soit's easker fo appreciate.”

Strobed seeks to chafenge manatany, and bring &
naw sense of wander to the known. “ el like a big part of mry
visian is t can appreciale this stuff no matter whena you

are, bacause i's always around you,” Strobel said

Much of his phetograptny is af bis fish in darkness, “My piciunes
myslery and spookiness,” he said

04 lar

According 10 Strofel, his work wauld ideally be obsarved while
thea sang “Craeping in my Soul™ 5 plaving. The elesment of fear he
attemnpts fo evoke is complemended by the neoclasscal metal sounds
of Cryoshell

“| think videograghy & the heure of photography, for me persanally,” he
Gaad,

He has taken & tew videos already of his fish, Strobel believes that his
aquatic focus sets ham apart from other artists. “Mobody elee & laking
pictures of fish, I'm the nly fishiographer in parid,” Strobel said,
laughing,

&7 Instagram posts

aged with #ishtography beg
to quiestian his slatement, no one ha icly claimed his fitla, Strobel
| thal his fish hawe grabbed almost all of his photography nterast
o of his photos are of ish, making them his primary muse. The
only other suject that can even come close ko hes fish ans his sheimp. They
are ingredibly small, almost microscopic to the bare eye, yel when aking
phatos he can see them closer, One couldn™ see i with thelr bare eye !:ul

Ihrowah @ camera lens, they have 1en tiny kegs, fve on either side, and sma
carapaces layering upon ong another

Thit stary within Strobel's pholos i ane of appreciation for the unappreciated,
firedlineg thr fezar in the undeaned, but what is the main underhying messaga?
“Came ba my house and koak at my lish.” Strob .
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TINA WILKENS
KNOWS HOW YOU

LIKE YOUR TEA
0

By Sam Hanson

Routine tasks and kang hours aren't usually 4 recipe far enjoymeand,
bt TINK WILKERS, wha workes at the Sancha in the Mall of America,
has found ways ta transiarm monatany imo advenbura in the 1 1/2
years she has been working hena.

"My cowarkers arg very fun, and they make the b warlh iL
But thara are lals ol moments of dullness, especially during
the waek, a lot of rmes in thi Rall and sprng,” Wilkens said

Though coworkers provide much-needed eniertainment,
custamers can also be a source, Wilkens finds herzelf
nernused by some arders. “Thens was the caramekmango
shake, which |5 one of the worst things 1've had,” she said

Her most memorabie customers zra those wha stumbls an
pronauncing neders, "There's also the paopla who | guess
just don't knorer e to ordiar ar don't knaw what things are—
we et s of alor jally. | got an “aicli jello’ onca [mstaad of
Aloe]. People will have any way ba pronounce lagioca pearls:
Topeka' pearls, ‘trapical’ pearls, literally anything else.”

Whil beshinel the: bar, Wilkens observed Sencha’s role in a
busy mall ervaronment and its shopper's varied needs. She was
surprised, however, that these needs includad grossly everpriced
AVDCAN0E,

'

“Someong ance came in and sakid, 'Can | get a whale for fiour
doliars? And on our menu, we have avacados, and under
avocatos, it says ‘whale far four dofars and a half for two dollars,
and somanne just wanbad a whala far four dollars. 1 did get
permissicn fram mmy bass 10 salla whale avocado sealad in a cup lar
four dallars if they ask me”

Despita the wsually nice crowd of shoppers, the mall can also be home
Lo vialent characters

“We have a few people who comea in who have bean banned from other
malls but haven't bean banned from the Mall of America.” Wilkans
gaid, “0ne gy, wha aclually said something about faking a gun inta
the Mall”

Uimately, the pepperings of oulrageous orders and avends highlight
, the quirks al warking in a mall setling.

“It"s no like warking in a regular store; IUs st a different
eviranment,” Wilkens sald

RYAN STROBEL
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ELHE[L@LB:H
JOHNSON
FINDS HIMSELF

[0 —————

By Nikalas Liepins

Az 2 first-genaration Amencan, ELIWAH JOHNSON blends hils Tasmiy's
Ugandan heritage with his experiance being raised in the United States
P . In contrast b the ganerally passive Hestyle of American society, he
ﬂ L was raised to be haspitabie. "I someane is coming aver ta hang
e a - - au, you're lreaty making facd or you are already making tea,”

ARIE WALKER e said. Ha was raisad ta “make sura that everything is nice
and neal, and they can com in and Teel welcome and part ol 2
community,”

Growsing up, Johnsan ate csassic Ugandan cuisng, incliding
matoke (& plartain dizh cocked with anlens, pap nd
cawanng), making lunch at SPA a rew adveniure when he

started in kindergarten, "l was ke ‘| don't know how | e
abaut this,”™ Jahnson said, “Eventzlly, | learned that | could
still gel nutrients in diferant ways. | earmead that | don't have

1 jusl get i from rice and beans or whatever I'm eating [at

hama].”

Ancther diference betwesn Jehnzon's hame and schoal fife s
the wary he 1alks, Simce Englsh is nod his parents’ first language,
hee finds himseld using shorler, maore direct yet relased anguage
with them, while he takes a hesghtened approach o his ledcon at
=chnol, feeling the need to use larper wards. Johnson commentad
on tha cultural differences betwean his home and schood §e: ° don’t
kmow how sometimes | shauld act [at schood].” This code-switching is
samething that saparates home and schoal life; he sharad that he has
“shipped up” and w=ad phrases &t school that his dassmates dic

- = : understand. Thaugh he stll tinds himsall code-switc

LIAM WILL

iryg whien he 1alks,
the experience has ed him ko farm an idialect in which be heels al hama.

While Johngon cortinues to become a man delned Oy his hentage,
upbringing and experiences, he still feels separated from bath the
Africar-American and African communities. Ona community that he
foaind himself easily acoepted inbo, howswver, was that of other first
peneration Americans of his simiar age. “Literally all wa had to do s
just fafl about pur expenences,” Jobnson said, “and we weara able fo
rake thal cormection.” The shared axpesience ol having paranis whao
wr born in anather country brought Johnson together with a group o
o firsl-ganeration kids and hefped him understand his identity.

Inhopes of hetping Tulune generations discover themselves, Johnson
offers this acwvice: “Be you. Dan't feed like you have to [create a) persona
ljust to] fit in because in the end, i1l just rain you and vou'll forget who
wou are, o you should make sure that you're being authentically yourself
and respect yoursel epaugh ta say 'Tm going ta do me, instead of 'Tm
paing tn do whal everyane alsa is daing.™
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