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First Grade

Unit 1: Reading Foundations

Unit Description:

This unit focuses on building foundational language and literacy skills. Students will develop
vocabulary, phonemic awareness, and phonics by identifying root words, affixes, syllables,
and phonemes. They will learn to decode words, understand sentence structure, and apply
grammar rules in both speaking and writing. The unit emphasizes fluency in reading, using
context for comprehension, and recognizing high-frequency and irregularly spelled words,
Additionally, students will practice effective communication by following listening rules,
participating in conversations, and presenting clearly in group settings while also focusing on
legible writing with proper punctuation and spacing.

Enduring Understandings: Essential Questions:
o Readers use arange of strategies e How do readers hear and identify sounds
to decode words in text. in words?
e Readers apply strategies to e How do readers match the sounds they
construct meaning from text. hear in words to letters?
e Listeners make meaning from the e How do readers use sounds and letters to
spoken word. read new words?
e How do readers learn to recognize words
quickly?
e How do readers monitor their
understanding and make self-corrections?
e How do readers read fluently?

Unit 2: Reading

Unit Description:

This unit focuses on developing comprehensive reading, listening, and speaking skills.
Students will enhance their ability to predict, retell, and locate key details in texts read
aloud and independently. They will practice monitoring and adjusting their comprehension,
making inferences, and drawing conclusions about characters, settings, and events. The
unit emphasizes understanding vocabulary, recognizing text structures, and distinguishing
between fiction and nonfiction. Additionally, students will engage in analyzing text features,
identifying main ideas, and comparing texts on similar topics. Communication skills are




strengthened through active listening, clear speaking, and effective participation in group
discussions and presentations.

Enduring Understandings:

Readers use a range of strategies to
decode words in text.

Readers apply strategies to construct
meaning from text.

Listeners make meaning from the spoken
word.

Speakers share information with a variety
of audiences for specific purposes.
Readers develop vocabulary by using
words and phrases acquired through

conversations, reading, and being read to.

Essential Questions:

e How do readers hear and identify
sounds in words?

e How do readers match the
sounds they hear in words to
letters?

e How do readers use sounds and
letters to read new words?

e How do readers learn to
recognize words quickly?

e How do readers monitor their
understanding and make self-
corrections?

e How do readers read fluently?

e How do readers develop
independence and stamina when
reading?

e How do readers make meaning
from nonfiction texts?

+ How do readers make meaning
from the spoken word?

e How do readers share
information with a variety of
audiences for specific purposes?

e How do readers develop an
understanding of vocabulary?

Unit 3: Writing Foundations

Unit Description:
This unit focuses on developing strong foundational communication skills, both in speech

and writing. Students will practice constructing complete sentences using proper grammar,
including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, pronouns, and conjunctions. They
will work on producing clear and correctly punctuated written text with legible handwriting.
The unit also emphasizes listening skills, following instructions, and actively participating in
conversations. Students will learn to speak clearly, audibly, and to the point, whether
presenting information, reciting poetry, or engaging in group discussions, or using visual
aids when appropriate to enhance their presentations.

Essential Questions:

How do writers develop
independence and stamina when
writing?

Enduring Understandings:

e \Xriters compose for a variety of o
audiences and purposes.

e Writers create and share their writing.




Writers strengthen their craft through
practice and the application of strategies
throughout the writing process.

How do writers actively engage in
collaborative conversations about
writing?

How do writers make meaning
from the spoken word?

How do writers share information
for specific purposes?

Unit 4: Writing

Unit Description:
This unit focuses on developing strong writing, speaking, and listening skills. Students will
learn to follow the writing process from brainstorming to publishing, staying on topic, and
using conventions of grammar, punctuation, and spacing in both written and spoken forms.
They will craft opinion pieces, informative texts, and narratives, applying research
processes to gather and organize information. The unit also emphasizes effective
communication, including clear and audible speech, active listening, and participation in
group discussions. Students will practice presenting information clearly, using visual aids,
and responding to feedback to strengthen their writing and presentations.

Enduring Understandings:

Writers compose for a variety of
audiences and purposes.

Writers create and share their writing.
Writers strengthen their craft through
practice and the application of
strategies throughout the writing
process.

Listeners make meaning from the
spoken word.

Speakers share information with a
variety of audiences for specific
purposes.

Writers and speakers use appropriate
language to convey and enhance
meaning.

Writers gather evidence from a variety
of sources (texts, people, places) to
answer questions.

Essential Questions:

How do writers tell a narrative
story?

How do writers inform their
audience?

How do writers communicate my
opinion?

How do writers develop
independence and stamina?

How do writers actively engage in
collaborative conversations about
writing?

How do writers make meaning
from the spoken word?

How do writers share information
with avariety of audiences for
specific purposes?

How do writers apply a research
process?




