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cilities Needs Assessment for the district, 
consider stakeholder feedback from two 
community engagement sessions, priori-
tize needs, and present a recommenda-
tion to the Board of Education. In July, 
the Board unanimously supported plac-
ing a $104.85 million bond initiative on 
the November 7, 2017 ballot, with a zero 
increase over the district’s current debt 
millage rate.
 The bond proposal includes a ma-
jor addition and renovation of Hillside 
Middle School, to maintain its near-
downtown location, with a portion of the 
existing building being demolished after 
the construction of three academic wings.
Program upgrades at Northville High 
School will support current and future 
enrollment by expanding common, phys-
ical education/fitness and co-curricular 
areas; along with installation of multi-use 
turf to replace the existing high school 
athletic field for physical education, ath-
letic, band, and community use. In ad-
dition, the bond will support restoration 
and renovation of the vacant Old Village 
School for the district’s Early Childhood 
program and administrative offices. (For 
additional details regarding Bond 2017 
features, see the information box on this 
page.)
 “It makes financial sense to bring this 
bond proposal before voters at this time, 
as it will enable the school district to ad-
dress much needed facility updates to 
meet the current and future educational 
needs of our students with no projected 
increase to our current debt millage rate,” 
said Northville Superintendent Mary Kay 
Gallagher. “It will allow the district to 
preserve general fund dollars for instruc-
tion and classroom needs by providing a 
dedicated funding source to address iden-
tified and prioritized site, facility, safety 
and security and equipment needs.”
 “Quite simply, our general fund cannot 
afford to pay for the sorts of large capi-
tal investments that are part of the bond 
proposal,” Gallagher added. “Given the 
structure of school funding in Michigan, 
the district has relied on support from tax-
payer approved bond issues even during 
times of significant student growth and 
more robust per student state funding.” 
 In recent years, Northville Public 

Schools voters also have supported a tech-
nology bond (2012) and sinking fund renew-
al (2015).
 “We are grateful to the Northville commu-
nity for its support of the technology bond 
and sinking fund renewal, both of which ad-
dressed targeted needs,” Gallagher added. 
“The sinking fund provides approximately 
$2.6 million annually to address the urgently 
needed repairs across the district. Given that 
the average age of our school buildings is 
about 40 years, sinking fund dollars are not 
adequate to address major building renova-
tions and additions to support modern learn-
ing environments for enhanced student learn-
ing that prepares our young people for the 
21st century world.”
 To view a listing of bond projects by build-
ing, along with other important bond details 
and voting information, visit the district web-
site at www.NorthvilleSchools.org and click 
on “Bond 2017 Information.”

Key features of Bond 2017
• Major addition and renovation to Hillside Middle School, with a portion of the 

existing building being demolished after construction of new academic wings.
• Critical infrastructure upgrades at all buildings to correct HVAC, electrical, 

building interior and exterior, site and field issues.
• Program upgrades at Northville High School to support current and future en-

rollment by expanding common, physical education/fitness and co-curricular 
areas; along with the installation of multipurpose turf to replace the existing 
high school athletic field for physical education, athletics, band and commu-
nity use. 

• Program upgrades at Meads Mill Middle School including upgrades to main 
entrance security initiatives already in place, remodeling of centrum and ex-
tended learning areas for collaboration/multi-use, upgrades to the Art Studio 
and Pod, upgrades to toilet rooms, and upgrades to classroom furniture and 
finishes to support flexible/collaborative learning.

• Program upgrades at all elementary schools including upgrades to main en-
trance security initiatives already in place, remodeling of media centers, cen-
trums, and extended learning areas for collaboration/multi-use, upgrades to 
toilet rooms, and upgrades to classroom furniture and finishes to support flex-
ible/collaborative learning.

• Program upgrades at Cooke School including main entrance security with a 
new main entrance vestibule, and improvements to classrooms and learning 
spaces including mechanical upgrades, and furniture and finishes to support 
flexible/collaborative learning.

• Upgrades to the Transportation Building including a new addition that pro-
vides maintenance bays, upgrades to mechanical and electrical infrastructure, 
replacing metal siding, replacing select doors and windows, including over-
head doors, improving existing service bay toilet room, replacing casework.

• Allocation of bond dollars to fund the restoration and renovation of Old Vil-
lage School to house the district’s Early Childhood Program classrooms and 
Administrative Offices.

• Allocation of bond dollars for the purchase of buses and technology infra-
 structure.
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 In the 20th century, education was 
epitomized by Norman Rockwell’s 1956 
painting, “Happy Birthday, Miss Jones.” 

A kindly 
teacher stands 
before a dusty 
chalk board as 
neat rows of 
students stare 
attentively up 
at her. The im-
age captures a 
simpler era 
where infor-
mation and 
k n o w l e d g e 
was dispensed 

directly by central sources – the daily 
newspaper, the nightly news, the encyclo-
pedia. Learning was linear, and students’ 
brains were wired to accept information 
from their teacher, write it down, study 
it, memorize it and repeat what they have 
learned in tests and term papers.
 Enter the 21st century. With the ar-
rival of the internet, the proliferation of 
information sources and the explosion of 
delivery devices, knowledge is absorbed 
constantly, not just in a central setting 
through rote memorization. To meet the 
needs of students as we move beyond the  
information age, new methods of instruc-
tion are required.
 That’s why Northville Public Schools 
is embracing modern learning commu-
nities and collaborative work spaces 
that encourage critical thinking, creative 
problem solving, curiosity and adapt-
ability. Today’s students have so much 
coming at them, they need an educational 
environment that helps them sort through 
that information and develop intellectual 
and practical skills to allow them to suc-
ceed in work, life and citizenship.
 That means that today’s classroom 
bears little resemblance to Rockwell’s 
nostalgic image. For starters, the black-
board has been replaced by a smart board 
connected to the internet. But the teacher 
doesn’t spend much of his or her class 
time standing in front of it lecturing. 
Rather it is a resource that complements 
new dynamic styles of learning that em-
phasize interactive, shared learning, in 

which students face each other and work 
in groups as the teacher supports them 
and encourages critical thinking and in-
teraction. The best lessons come from 
the questions the teacher and the students 
pose to each other.
 “The aim of modern learning commu-
nities is to provide students with life and 
career skills, harness information, media 
and technology skills and finally to foster 
learning and innovation skills that em-
phasize the 4 Cs – critical thinking, com-
munication, collaboration and creativity,” 
said Northville Superintendent Mary Kay 
Gallagher.
 This doesn’t mean that foundational, 
key subjects are left behind. Mastery of 
fundamental subjects – including lan-
guage arts, world languages, arts, math-
ematics, economics, science, geography, 
history, government and civics – remain 
the heart of the educational system. But 
the students of today are taught in ways 
that connect with minds of a new genera-
tion that is bombarded with information. 
The learning goes beyond basic compe-
tency in these subjects to promote under-
standing at much higher levels by weav-
ing in 21st century themes, such as global 
awareness, financial, economic, business 
and entrepreneurial literacy, civic liter-
acy, healthy literacy and environmental 
literacy.
 Collaborative space within a school 
allows students to learn effectively in 
groups by encouraging students to ask 
questions of one another, explain and 
justify their opinions, articulate their rea-
soning, and elaborate and reflect on their 
knowledge. The teacher acts as a facilita-
tor, helping students with their research 
and guiding them through the learning 
process. Research shows that students 
who participate in collaborative learning 
activities:
• Are able to learn more material by en-

gaging with one another.
• Retain more information through 

thoughtful discussion.
• Have a more positive attitude toward 

learning and their fellow students.
 In order to create collaborative spaces, 
Northville Public Schools needs to pro-

Learning in the 21st century

See Modern Learning, page 4

This	1956	Norman	Rockwell	paint-
ing	depicts	teaching	and	learning	
from	a	bygone	era.

Forums	offer	opportunity	
to	learn	more	about	Bond	2017
 Northville Public Schools families and 
community members can learn more 
about Bond 2017, which will go before 
voters in the November 7, 2017 election, 
and get answers to questions at two Com-
munity Forums being sponsored by the 
Northville Board of Education.
 The forums are scheduled for the fol-
lowing dates, times and locations:
•	 Wednesday,	 September	 27,	 2017 at 

6:30 p.m. in the Hillside Middle School 
Media Center, 775 North Center Street, 
Northville.

•	 Tuesday,	October	3,	2017, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Meads Mill Middle School Fish 
Bowl, 16700 Franklin Road, Northville.

 The forums will include a brief over-
view of the bond proposal district-wide, 
followed by breakout sessions where par-
ticipants can get more detailed information 
on bond projects at individual school build-
ings and facilities in a small group setting. 
Tours of Hillside and Meads Mill also will 
be available.
     

For more information 
about Bond 2017
For answers to frequently asked 
questions about Bond 2017, as well 
as a listing of proposed bond proj-
ects by building, visit the district 
website at www.NorthvilleSchools.
org and click on “Bond 2017 In-
formation.” Questions regarding 
Bond 2017 can be emailed to NPS@
NorthvilleSchools.org.
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vide the resources for information pro-
cessing, collaboration, assistance, and 
the management of these learning ac-
tivities. This includes technology, flex-
ible furniture that allows for different 
configurations, and appropriate lighting 
and finishes – all of which are planned 
as part of  Northville Public Schools’ 
Bond 2017 proposal that will go before 
Northville school community voters in 
the November 7, 2017 General Election. 
(See related story on page 1, along with 
the enclosed Bond 2017 Special Section 
for all the features of the bond proposal.)
 During the 2016-17 school year, the 
district piloted modern learning environ-
ments in several classrooms and learning 
spaces across the district, including class-
room furniture and equipment. At Meads 
Mill Middle School, the media center and 
adjacent space have been transformed 
into learner-centered spaces, called The 
Fish Bowl, that meet the needs of today’s 
and tomorrow’s learners. 
 Funds from the 2012 Technology 
Bond were used to purchase technology 
and flexible furniture for the renovated 
areas. For this school year, the district has 
allocated funding to purchase classroom 

Voting Information:  November 7, 2017 Election
 If you are not registered to vote in the community, you must do so by Tuesday, 
October 10, 2017, to participate in the November 7th General Election. You can 
register at your city or township offices or any Michigan Secretary of State Of-
fice, as well as online or via mail. Local clerks encourage citizens to register in 
person to avoid the “Must Vote in Person” requirement if they are voting in their 
first election.
 Absentee ballot applications for those unable to get to 
the polls on November 7th are available through your city 
or township clerk’s office and website. Voters who have 
requested to be on a permanent absentee list will automati-
cally receive an application to request an absentee ballot.  
 Once you have voted, place your completed ballot in 
the envelope provided by your clerk’s office. Absentee bal-
lots can be hand-delivered to your clerk’s office or mailed (First 
Class postage is required). Your completed ballot must be delivered by U.S. Mail 
to your clerk’s office by Election Day, Tuesday, November 7th, or hand-delivered 
to your clerk’s office by 8 p.m. on November 7th.
 Voting precincts and locations for Election Day are available on your city or 
township website or by calling your city or township clerk’s office. 

 Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day, 
Tuesday, November 7, 2017

furniture and equipment with the goal of 
transforming kindergarten through sec-
ond grade classrooms across the school 
district into modern learning environ-
ments. 
 “I love the new (Fish Bowl) because 
it has a nice, comfortable space to sit at, 
and do work in,” said one Meads Mill 
student. “…It’s fun and cool.”
 A study of the percentage of the time 
this new, reconfigured, flexible space is 
used by teachers and students, compared 
to the old media center, show a lot of 

Meads Mill teachers and students agree. 
According to Principal Brad O’Neill, of 
the 168 instructional hours available dur-
ing the week of October 10, 2016, this 
new flexible learning space was signed 
out and used 104 (or 62 percent) of those 
hours. That compares to a 14 percent us-
age rate for the old media center and sur-
rounding space for the entire first quarter 
of the 2015-16 school year.
 This kind of learning gives students 
much needed life skills in an age of in-
formation overload, enabling them to be 
flexible, self-directed, productive, ac-
countable, responsible leaders with so-
cial and cross-cultural skills.
 These are the learning and innovation 
tools students need to succeed in increas-
ingly complex life and work environ-
ments in the 21st century. Succeeding 
today requires a focus on critical think-
ing, communication and collaboration. 
Knowledge and instruction can no longer 
be dispensed simply by Miss Jones and 
her blackboard.

Notice of 
Non-Discrimination Policy

It is the policy of the Board of Education and 
the School District not to unlawfully discrimi-
nate on the basis of age, race, color, na-
tional origin, height, weight, marital status, 
handicap or disability. Concerns or ques-
tions may be directed to the following offic-
es at 248.344.3500. Title IX and Title VI, the 
Office of Instructional Services; and Section 
504, the Special Services Department. (See 
Board Policy No. 1440.93.)

During the 2016-17 school year, the district piloted modern learning environments – including in the 
Meads Mill Middle School media center and adjacent space – to meet the needs of today’s and tomor-
row’s learners.


