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The next Board of Education
Meeting will take place on Oct. 8 at

7 p.m., in the AHHS Auditorium.

Dear Elmsford Community,

What an extraordinary start to the
school year it has been!

We were delighted to welcome back
our students, families, and staff—both
returning and new—and immediately
set the tone for an exciting year ahead
with innovative learning initiatives,
expanded course offerings at the high
school, and a collective enthusiasm to
make this year a memorable one.

With our students and staff now fully
immersed in their learning routines, we
also took time to celebrate those who
have left a lasting mark on our school
community. On September 6, Athletic
Director Rob Pollok, with the AHHS Hall
of Fame committee, hosted our Hall of
Fame Weekend, during which several
remarkable individuals and teams
were honored for their outstanding
achievements. Their contributions will
continue to inspire future generations
and will be proudly remembered on
our Hall of Fame wall at Alexander
Hamilton High School.

ensure resources directly support
educational goals.

Finally, I extend my heartfelt thanks to
all the families who joined us for our ENL
and Back to School Nights. These
gatherings provided valuable
opportunities to learn more about
teachers’ plans for the year while
fostering connections between families
and educators. I am deeply grateful to
the staff members who helped organize
these events and to our families for
their ongoing partnership and support.

Together, we have already set a strong
foundation for what promises to be an
exceptional school year.

Warm Regards,
Susan Yom
Superintendent of Schools

WELCOME BACK!
It was a busy and fun morning when our students arrived back at school on Sept. 2!
See more photos on page 2.

“ENGAGE, EQUIP, ELEVATE TOWARD EXCELLENCE.”

Looking ahead, I shared with the Board of
Education on September 10 the district’s
strategic priorities for the coming years,
which will guide our collective efforts:

Priority Area 1: Excel in Academic
Achievement
This area focuses on enhancing student
learning outcomes and preparing
graduates for future success.

Priority Area 2: Engage Every Learner in
Safe & Supportive Environments
This area emphasizes creating safe,
supportive, and nurturing learning
environments for all students..

Priority Area 3: Equip, Recruit, & Retain
Highly Effective Educators and Staff
This area focuses on attracting,
developing and retaining top talent
within the district. 

·Priority Area 4: Elevate Effective, High-
Quality, Cost-Efficient Operations
This area addresses the optimization of
operational functions to support the
district's educational goals.

NEWSLETTER
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BACK TO SCHOOL

They’re Back to School!
It was a lovely morning on September 2 , when our students and staff returned for the start of a new year! nd



CELEBRATING STUDENT GENEROSITY
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Congratulations to the Grady Student Leadership Council on being honored for their outstanding work in creating the
“Blessing Bags” initiative!

The Elmsford Union Free School District has been recognized by the New York State School Boards Association for “the care
and thoughtfulness of your students” through this initiative, as part of the NYSSBA Culture of Caring program, which

celebrates meaningful acts that positively impact the community. Representatives from NYSSBA will present the district
with a plaque at the Board of Education meeting on Oct. 8.

As part of this project, Council members wrote uplifting messages on bags that were then filled with essential items such as
snacks, personal care products, and other necessities. These bags were distributed to individuals in need.

Members of the Grady Leadership Council work on putting together “Blessing Bags.”



AHHS CLUB FAIR
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There was a little something for everyone at the AHHS Club Fair! Students had an opportunity to sign up to join a club. Got school
spirit? Enjoy the spirit team! Like building things? The Science Olympiad or the Robotics Club might be just the thing! Enjoy helping
others? Try the Red Cross Club! There were so many options!



BACK TO SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT

Thank you!
Thank you to all our families who came out and participated in the Back to School Nights! We appreciate your support and hope you

had an opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and learn more about what the school year will bring!
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Grady

AHHS

Dixson



SPOTLIGHT:NEW STAFF
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Deborah Earle, the new principal at
the Carl L. Dixson Primary School
walked into a classroom and joined
the students on the rug as they
began their foundational learning for
the day, all about the letter “T.”

“I always had a love for kids,” Ms.
Earle said, adding her mother always
told her children were drawn to her.

Becoming a teacher was a family
tradition of service and helping
others. Not only did Ms. Earle serve as
an EMT for 10 years, but several family
members were in the field too.
When her elementary school
unearthed a time capsule, a fourth-
grade Ms. Earle had written that
when she grew up, she wanted to be
a teacher.

To that end, she spent 27 years
teaching second, third, and fifth and
sixth grades in the Garrison Union
Free School District. For the past five
years she has served as the director
of the district’s UPK program..

AHHS ALUM JOINS STAFF AS NEW SRO
Police Officer Anthony Lopez
stepped into the auditorium at
Alexander Hamilton High
School and was transported
back to his time as a student
there.

A few minutes later he was out
in the hallway receiving a hug
from Carrie Silva, his former
English teacher and 
Melissa Williams, a building sub
he knew from his time as a
student. 

Officer Lopez is a 2010
graduate of AHHS, and he is
now back roaming the halls of
his alma mater, as well as the
other district schools, as the
new School Resource Officer.
 

“I loved the fact that Elmsford is a
small district, but has a big heart,”
she said as to what drew her to make
a change. “They nurture relationships
between the community and
teachers; everyone seems happy to
be here. Everyone truly has kid’s best
interest.”

Ms. Earle described herself as an
administrator as a “visionary leader.”
“I like to plan, have a vision,” she said
.
Among her goals at her school, are to
increase literacy, get more parents
involved and make kids feel seen,
“feel they are part of the community,”
she said.

“Relationships to me are the number
one priority, with everyone, parents,
kids and teachers,” she continued.

Only at her post a few weeks, Ms.
Earle has determined that she is
working with “the most dedicated
and passionate staff I’ve had the
privilege of working with.”

NEW PRINCIPAL AT DIXSON SETTLES RIGHT IN

 “A lot of people are really
happy I am here, I did not
expect a big welcome,” Officer
Lopez said on his first a day on
the job. “That makes everything
a lot easier.”

Officer Lopez joins SRO Chris
Bujarski, who has been with the
district for year. The two have
worked together before with
the Elmsford Police
Department.

“I couldn’t ask for a better
partner,” Officer Bujarski said.
“He’ll bring it to the table; a lot
more than I can do on my own.”

The two will “divide and
conquer,” Officer Bujarski said,
adding they will each be
stationed at different schools
to assist with morning 

drop-offs and afternoon pick-
ups, continue to build
relationships with students
and staff throughout the
district and keep the students
and staff safe.

“Kids will have another face to
see and a positive influence
from the police department,”
Officer Bujarski said. “We can
cover more ground.”

Following graduation from
AHHS, Officer Lopez joined
the U.S.  Navy, where he
discovered the discipline and
structure suited him well.
After serving six years, he
returned home to Elmsford
where he found police work
suited him just as well.

“It was exactly what I wanted,”

he said, adding that his new role
as SRO also allows him to give
back to the younger generation.

“We are here to help them,”
Officer Lopez said. “We want to
speak to them, help them learn
communication skills and be
another person they can talk to.”

 She noted too how both parents and students
are all happy to be here. The size of the school,
with smaller class sizes makes the district
unique.

When away from school, Ms. Earle keeps busy
spending time with her family, her own three
children and her two-year old grandson, along
with reading and enjoying her four dogs.

“I appreciate how warm and welcoming the
community has been so far, it makes me feel
part of the community,” she said.



SPOTLIGHT:MULTI-YEAR PRIORITIES

During the Sept. 10 Board of Education Meeting, Superintendent Susan Yom outlined the district’s
multi-year priorities. Click here to view.
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In Memoriam

It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of Patricia Jacobs. Ms. Jacobs served as a Teaching Assistant
at Alexander Hamilton High School and was with the district since 2008. 

“Your contributions and greatness will not be forgotten,” Superintendent of Schools Susan Yom said during a moment of
silence in Ms. Jocobs honor at the start of the school year.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hCvYu8rDVz1UE3MlZ7h-i5V9sW-P8H7N0YTxPI9yXKQ/edit?pli=1&slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1


RAIDER REPORT: HALL OF FAME
What a weekend!

We had several former athletes inducted into the Class of 2024 and Class
of 2025 Hall of Fame during a special ceremony on Saturday, Sept. 6.
And our Briarcliff-Hamilton Varsity Football team won their home game 21-6
vs. Albertus Magnus!

Congratulations to all of our Hall of Fame inductees!

Class of 2025 Inductees:
Mike “Chip” DelVal, Boys Basketball Coach
Benjamin Carter, Girls Basketball Coach
Richard Konsens, Class of 1976
Wayne Penn, Class of 1981
Brent Bass, Class of 1986
1993 Girls Varsity Softball Team
2004 Boys Varsity Basketball Team

Class of 2025 Inductees:
David Alan Rosenthal, Class of 1968
Sheldon “Len” Proctor, Class of 1981
1992 Girls Varsity Softball Team
1934 Boys Varsity Football Team
Ural Hogans, Class of 1986
Michael McDuffie, Class of 2004
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Upcoming Events

Oct. 2, Yom Kippur, Schools Closed
Oct. 4, Village of Elmsford Day, 1:30 p.m. Parade

Oct. 8, Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m., AHHS Auditorium
Oct. 9, Financial Aid Night, 6:30 p.m., AHHS Library

Oct. 10, Emergency Dismissal Drill, Students will be released 15 minutes early
Oct. 13, Columbus Day/Indigenous People’s Day, Schools Closed

Oct. 24, Dixson Fitness Friday
Oct. 31, Dixson/Grady Halloween Parade, 1 p.m.

Nov. 4, Superintendent Conference Day, No Students
Nov. 5, Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m., AHHS Auditorium

Nov. 11, Veteran’s Day, Schools Closed
Nov. 12-14, Grady Book Fair

Nov. 20, Parent-Teacher Conferences, 6 p.m.
Nov. 21, Parent-Teacher Conferences, Half-Day for Students

Nov. 24-26, Dixson Book Fair
Nov. 26, Half-Day for Students

Nov. 27-28, Thanksgiving Break, Schools and District Office Closed

See the following page for some special upcoming Village Events!

UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Village Events


