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Digital Assignments and New 
Features in Teams EDU

Start the school year strong by 
mastering the latest updates in 
Microsoft 365. This session will 
focus on streamlining digital 
assignments in Teams and 
leveraging new features across the 
M365 suite to enhance your daily 
instructional workflow. 

• Digital Life Skills Through 
Microsoft Teams & M365. 



Welcome and Norms

• Mute mic to eliminate noise

• Use the Chat area to ask questions 
and share

• Say Hello in our Chat Now:
• What are you hoping to take away?

• Use the Reactions

• Keep your camera on unless we are 
taking a break or working 
independently

• Engage in the content and prompts



Session is being Recorded



Meet the Presenters

Brian Dvorak - EdTechMatthew Schwartz - EdTech



EdTech Website – go/edtech
go.fresnou.org/edtech

http://go.fresnou.org/edtech
https://go.fresnou.org/edtech


Follow Fresno EdTech on Social Media
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Twitter Unveils New Logo X In A 
Bold Move Towards Reinvention 
- NewsTopUSA

https://twitter.com/FresnoEdTech


Upcoming 
Webinar Dates

• October 16, 2025 – Learning Accelerators, 
Reading Progress

• November 19, 2025 – Microsoft CoPilot for 
Planning

• January 29, 2026 – Multimedia Tools for 
Student Creation

• March 18, 2026 – Engage and Learn with 
Minecraft

• April 16, 2026 – Teacher Stories: Celebrating 
Innovation

Note: Topics are subject to change



Outcomes

Understand the new 
features within 
Microsoft Teams

1

Experience some of 
the new features 
Hands-On

2

Explore new 
Learning Accelerator 
features

3



Why Integrate Digital Assignments?

Students have 24/7 access to your Class Team 

GOAL #4: Life Skills: 
The percentage of 6th, 8th, and 12th grade students who 
demonstrate benchmarked competencies in the skills listed in the 
Portrait of a Learner using age-appropriate assessments will increase 
by X% in June 2027 to Y% by June 2030. Portrait

Of
A

Learner
Coming Soon



Join Our Team EdTech Webinar - Digital Assignments and New Features in Teams

4:10

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3As2o5G2LpN43pOy-qp4T1or6ECZWdQGN7aG6RHHMd2RU1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=e2004758-db6e-41cf-bf62-db68a55b6905&tenantId=74c90083-03c6-453a-801c-9251cdd17eb8
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3As2o5G2LpN43pOy-qp4T1or6ECZWdQGN7aG6RHHMd2RU1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=e2004758-db6e-41cf-bf62-db68a55b6905&tenantId=74c90083-03c6-453a-801c-9251cdd17eb8
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3As2o5G2LpN43pOy-qp4T1or6ECZWdQGN7aG6RHHMd2RU1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=e2004758-db6e-41cf-bf62-db68a55b6905&tenantId=74c90083-03c6-453a-801c-9251cdd17eb8


Best Practices to Keep Teams 
Healthy



Troubleshooting Teams Desktop

Head to the Troubleshooting Teams 
channel

• Read the document in the tab

• Reply to the post with:

oSomething new you learned

oA tip or idea you’d add to help 
others

This activity mirrors how students 
can engage with digital content using 
Posts, Tabs, and Files in Class Teams.



What’s New for You?

 What's New for You?
Share one new thing you’ve tried or 
discovered in Microsoft Class Teams!

 A new feature
 A fresh workflow
 A helpful tip

Reply in Teams Post to inspire others!



New Teams EDU Features 

• Shortcuts in the Grid View
• Rename the General Channel
• Forward Channel Message
• Resize the Left Rail
• Tips Lightbulb
• Edit Keyboard Shortcuts (Ctrl + .)
• New Rubric Designer
• Improved Feedback Field 
• Add Loop Components (Page)
• Reading Progress: Comprehension questions next to passage
• Speaker Progress: Additional languages and Expanded Feedback
• Math Progress: Upload Graphs and Images

4:25



New Teams EDU Features Tutorial



New Feature 
Demo and 
Loop 
Component 
Activity



Let's Reflect

How might you use Loop 
Components in your Classroom?

Share in Chat or Raise your 
Virtual Hand



Learning Accelerators in Teams Assignments

Overview Learning Accelerators
Search Progress

Speaker Progress

Class Teams Assignments Demo

Student Choice:
Exploring Presentation Skills with Speaker 
Progress

Search Smarter: Investigating Class Teams Tools

4:55



Learning Accelerators

• Learning Accelerators | Microsoft Education
• Learning Accelerators for Microsoft Teams Education - Microsoft Support

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/learning-tools/learning-accelerators
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/learning-tools/learning-accelerators
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/learning-accelerators-for-microsoft-teams-education-03d38261-9236-48bf-8711-2945ee883b52
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/learning-accelerators-for-microsoft-teams-education-03d38261-9236-48bf-8711-2945ee883b52
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/learning-accelerators-for-microsoft-teams-education-03d38261-9236-48bf-8711-2945ee883b52
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/learning-accelerators-for-microsoft-teams-education-03d38261-9236-48bf-8711-2945ee883b52


Reading Progress: 
Comprehension 
questions next to 
passage 
• Allow students to see questions 

next to the passage



Speaker 
Progress: 
Additional 
languages and 
Expanded 
Feedback



Math 
Progress: 
Upload 
Graphs and 
Images



Search 
Progress

Search Progress empowers you to create, customize, and 
assign research projects. It offers simple and authentic ways 
to find, curate, and reflect on information discovered 
throughout the research process. Search Progress offers 
many benefits for both educators and students:

Educators

• Saves time

• Streamlines information literacy instruction

• Provides deeper insights about how students are finding 
their information

Students

• Builds information literacy skills

• Simplifies curating and collecting sources in a single 
platform

• Helps find reputable, timely, and relevant sources

How educators can use Speaker Coach to develop confident public speakers

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/blog/2023/08/how-educators-can-use-speaker-coach-to-develop-confident-public-speakers/


Speaker 
Progress

Speaker Progress, a Learning Accelerator from Microsoft, helps 
educators develop students’ public speaking skills. Designed to 
accompany Speaker Coach, Speaker Progress enables you to create, 
customize, and assign speaking projects to your students, and collect 
insights about their performance over time. Speaker Progress allows 
students to take ownership over their own communication skills 
development.

Educator benefits:

• Streamline public speaking instruction and identify focus areas.

• Provide automatic, personalized feedback on qualities like pace, 
pitch, filler words, and more.

• Examine skill development over time for individuals, classes, grade or 
year levels, and schools.

Student benefits:

• Build confidence in public speaking through AI-powered real-time 
coaching.

• Offer a private space to practice and refine presentation delivery.

• Develop critical foundational and future-ready communication skills.

Develop confident communicators: A guide to Speaker Progress for educators

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/blog/2024/08/develop-confident-communicators-a-guide-to-speaker-progress-for-educators/


Student 
Choice

• You can choose between two 
assignments.
o Search Progress
o Speaker Progress



Search Progress 
Assignment
Use Search Progress to explore a new 
feature in Microsoft Teams or Class Teams.

Your task:

• Search for reliable sources about a 
feature (e.g., Reflect, Reading Progress, 
Insights, Speaker Coach)

• Save 2 sources

• Write a short explanation for each source

• Reflect on what you learned from your 
research and how you might use the 
feature with students



Speaker Progress 
Assignment
Upload short presentation file 
(provided) that reflects on:
• How you prepare for presentations
• What skills help you feel confident 

when speaking to an audience
• Then record yourself presenting it 

using Speaker Progress.
You’ll receive AI-powered feedback on 
your delivery, pace, and more.



Speaker 
Progress 
Practice 
Presentation
practicing speaker 
presentation skills



Speaker Progress 
Prompt

• Reflect on how you prepare 
for presentations.

• What skills help you feel 
confident when speaking to 
an audience?



Speaker Tips

 Know Your Audience: Tailor your 
message to their interests and needs.

 Practice Delivery: Rehearse out loud 
to build confidence and fluency.

 Use Visuals Effectively: Support key 
points with clear, relevant visuals.

 Manage Time: Keep your presentation 
within the allotted time frame.

 Check Tech Setup: Ensure your 
slides and equipment are ready to go.



The End
Thank you!



Please share 
what you 
learned!

• Continue to use the Class Team
• Revisit the Assignments
• Post Questions
• Share your Strategies
• Tell us how things went with your Kiddo's!

Let us know if we can visit your Classroom!
We love to see the great instructional 
strategies you are using, provide support, 
or be a thought partner. 

5:20



Closing and Raffle



Raffle Time!
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