i Eue —
3 WM £
W | o
\<

| LRt 1] e
A W -

A SERE ot

A e |

B RS UT Rl o S
TR SRR Taan i)
e el <@eam . ==
e 4 = e

i o
VoL g

¥



Your Presenter

JuliLouttit

Butler County Community College
Director of Student Financial Services

724-287-8711 ext. 8345
juli.louttit@bc3.edu
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Higher Education

« There are many different types of higher education
opportunities to choose from including:

« colleges and universities
« community colleges
* hospital schools of nursing

- trade and technical schools S=SssEEss



Factors in Choosing a College

* Location @ncial F‘D

« Size » Acceptance of transfer

»  Major/Academic Program credit/AP classes

- Job Placement * Safety

* Curriculum
« Student Life

« Graduation Rate
* Internships/Co-ops
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Plan for the costs for the
whole degree
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Net Price Calculator

- What is the Net Price that you will pay?
- Net Price Calculator

US. Departrent of Education

Net Price Calculator Center

* Search for Schools' Calculator
? ’
What does Net Price mean?

What is a Net Price Calculator?
Net Price is the amount that a student pays to attend an institution in a single
academic year AFTER subtracting scholarships and grants the student receives
Scholarships and grants are forms of financial aid that a student does not have to
pay back

Net price calculators are available on a college’s or university's website and allow
prospective students to enter information about themselves to find out what students like
them paid to attend the institution in the previous year, after taking grants and scholarship
aid into account

collegecost.ed.gov/net-price



What should | be asking about costs?

» Costs different for different majors?
« Return on investment?
- How long will it take me to graduate?




Ways to Reduce the Need

for Financial Aid

- Graduate on time! :\:/ o
- Earn college credits =—== *
in high school = A
¢ 2+2 or 3t2
Strategy
- Buy/rent textbooks
- Consider
commuting

» Find cheaper
meal plan



Be a Smart Consumer

DO YOUR RESEARCH

What is the What is the

net price you graduation
will pay? rate?

What is the
average debt
of graduates?
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How to Begin to Apply

The FAFSA is a federal form used to
determine student eligibility for the
following:

- Federal programs
- State programs

« School programs



FAFSA (Free Application for Federal

Student Aid) — StudentAid.gov/fafsa

» Must file a FAFSA each
year a student attends
school to be eligible.

Get Money to Pay for School

» File online — Fast, Secure, |
SKIP LOGIC and Built-in Edits. = T

© While filing the FAFSA online is  |[E————
preferred, a printable PDF version
Is available at StudentAid.gov. btk o




FAFSA Support in Other Languages

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®)
form is available in English and Spanish. If you need
assistance in a different language, you can use our
Interpretation services.

Get information on requesting an interpreter or review the
FAFSA guide in one of the following languages at

StudentAid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsal/filling-out/request-
Interpreter

« Chinese « Tagalog + German
(Cantonese) * Viethamese « Arabic

* Chinese * French » Russian
(Mandarin) « Korean * French Creole



Deadlines Are Crucial

- Make sure you know the priority
FAFSA filing deadlines for the schools

you are researching.

- File your FAFSA prior to the earliest deadline of
your school possibilities.

- Students do not have to be accepted for
admission to list any schools on the FAFSA.
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PA State Grant Deadlines

You must complete your FAFSA by the deadline to be considered for the PA State Grant.

* May 1—If you plan to enroll in a degree program
or a college transferable program at a 2-year private
college or other college or university

* August 1—If you plan to enroll in a community
college; a designated Pennsylvania Open-
Admission institution; a business, trade, or technical

school; a hospital school of nursing; or a 2-year
program that is not transferable to another institution




Pgs. 20-23

2026-2027 FAFSA Prep

Information Needed for FAFSA

Social Security Numbers Email Addresses (Not high 2024 Federal Tax Returns Current bank
school email address) and W-2's statements and
records of other
investment accounts

as of the FAFSA filin
= IE O&? ( - |

Student & Contributor(s) Current Records of any stocks, Total child support from the most
StudentAid.gov Accounts bonds and other investments,  recently complete calendar year
including 529 for student for whom
the FAF SA is being completed
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Create Your StudentAid.gov Account

« The student applying for aid and all Social Security
. . ' . Number
contributors providing information on
the FAFSA need to create a Username
StudentAid.gov Account at
StudentAid.gov/fsa-id/create- Email Address
account.

« Create at least prior to completing the
FAFSA

Mobile Phone
» Legal signature for student and
contributors. Security Questions
« Users without an SSN will be able to Enable Two-Step

acquire a StudentAid.gov Account. Verification






What Assets Need to be Reported on the

FAFSA?
« Cash Don’t report the following:
s Savings . |RA, Pension, 401k,
« Stocks ek
Bonds  Family home
« Value of 529 College
* CDs Savings plans listing
« Bitcoin others as beneficiary
+ Value of other real estate * Insurance Policies

« 529 College Savings Plans

* Net worth of business or farm with 100 or more
employees
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Who Fills Out FAFSA?




When Is A Student Automatically

Considered “Independent”?

» 24 or older on Jan 1st of 2026

* Married

* Veteran (includes active-duty personnel)
» Working on graduate level degree

* Legally emancipated minor or in a legal
guardianship with someone other than their parent
or stepparent, as determined by a court in state of
residence

* Orphan, in foster care or ward of the court at
anytime since the student turned 13

* Have legal dependents other than spouse

» Student deemed homeless by proper authority
Pg. 22



Student Unusual Circumstances

A student may be experiencing an unusual circumstance that
prevents them from contacting their parents or contacting
parents would pose a risk to student. This may include but is not
limited to students who:

+ Left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

* Are abandoned by or estranged from their parents, and have
not been adopted;

« Have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their
parents, or their parents are displaced in a foreign country;

* Are a victim of human trafficking;

* Are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated, and
contact with the parents would pose a risk to the student; or

* Are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents and
have not been adopted.



For Dependent Students, Who

Reports Info on the 2026-27 FAFSA?

YES

« Married parents living together
» Biological parents living together

» Divorced or separated parents:

- The parent that provided the most
financial support to student over
the past 12 months

If equal, then student would invite
the parent with the higher income
and assets

« Stepparent — If part of the
student’s household

« Adoptive parents

NO

Foster Parents
Legal Guardians
— By court order

Anyone else the student
is living with

E




Dependent Students- Who Reports Info on

the 2026-27 FAFSA®?

« Dependent students can use the Who's my FAFSA Parent?
wizard to determine which parent(s) will be a required
contributor on the FAFSA.

« Scan QR code or visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents to
access the Parent Wizard




Are your parents

Do your palents Which parent provided
married to each live together? more financial support

other? in the last 12 months?

Is this parent
remarried?
1

)

—, Report ONLY
o this parent’s

&

information




Roles Within the 2026-27 FAFSA

@0 O
- @ A

Parent and Student

SRS Parent Spouse Spouse

« Contributors will need a StudentAid.gov Account
to access the FAFSA application.

- Parent and student contributors must log In
separately to complete their respective
sections.



Dependent Student Invites Parent

* The student is asked to invite a parent contributor. The
student will enter their parent’s email address in order
to send them an invite to their FAFSA® form.

- FORM
FAFSA 2026-27 & Student Alex Tran ® Save  FAFSAMenu | i |

© o—o ©

Invite a Parent as a Contributor

A contributor is anyone who's required to provide information on
your FAFSA form. You must invite a legal parent—a biological or

adoptive parent as determined by the state

Stepparents and other types of guardians do not count unless they

have legally adopted the student

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?







