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OLENTANGY SCHOOLS LITERATURE SELECTION REVIEW FORM 

LOCATION 

Bullding(s): OSMS 

Classes/Grade Level(s): 6th Grade 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Selection Title/Author: Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed 

Genre; Realistic Fiction 

Lexile Reading Level: 600 

Total number of pages: 240 

Book Summary Potentlally Objectionable Content (list of! 
Amal has big dreams, until a nightmarish categorles and at least one example, referenced with a page or 

' chapter number) 
encounter . Twelve-year-old Amal's dream of Vislshée snd/Scabiisa 
becoming a teacher one day Is dashed in an © Ch 26 Amal’s boss slaps her because 

instant when she accidentally insults a he thinks she was running away when 

member of her Pakistani village's ruling she was Just taking a walk 
family. As punishment for her behavior, she Is 

forced to leave her heartbroken family # Sh ebsbere ae (amet Wat Anials 
behind and go work at thelr estate. boss has been Involved in murdering 

some peopie who threatened to 
expose his bad behavior- no detalls are 

given though, and the boss is 
eventually arrested 

Book Reviews (1-2. link(s)) Note; teacher Is not responsible for broken links 

From Kirkus Reviews: 
Inspired by Malala Yousafzal and countless UAKHOWn girls. like her, Saeed’s middle- ainda debi 
Is timely and stirring. Amal has big dreams, until a nightmarish encounter . . ,Twelve-year-old 
Amal's dream of becoming a teacher ¢ one day Is dashed th an Instant when she accidentally 
‘Insults @ member of her Pakistani village's ruling family, As punishment, for her behavior, she is 
forced to leave her heartbroken family. behind and ge work at their estate. Amal is distraught 
but has faced setbacks. before, So she summons her courage and begins navigatingthe 
complex rules of life.as'a servant, with all tts attendant jealousles and pecking-order woes. 
Most troubling, though, Is Amal's increasing. awareness of the deadly measures the Khan family 
will go to in order.to stay In control, {t's clear that their hold over her village: will never: loosen as: 

long as everyone Is too afraid to challenge them:-so if Amal Is to have any chance of ensuring. 
her loved ones! safety and winning back her Ireedorn: | she e Must fine a way to work with the 
other servants to make It happen. 
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ABOUT THE CLASS 
Rationale for the Literature Selection (in addition to standards): (To be completed by the 

teacher or team) 

This book is being used in 6th grade ELA as part of a cross-content ELA and social studies 

project on the 5 themes of geography, culture, and modern countries In the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Students will read the novel, and then research the country featured in the novel In preparation 

for sharing what they’ve learned with the class, They will research the elements of the country’s 

culture and then they will evaluate the presentation of that culture In the novel they read, 

This book has been selected because of Its setting and genre. First, It is set In a modern day 

country In the Eastern Hemisphere, and second, it is a realistic fiction novel that allows students 

to learn about a culture by reading a story set In that culture. In addition to the culture of the 

country, students will be asked to describe the 5 themes of geography in relation to that specific 

country, and to evaluate whether the book's author accurately and fully portrayed the culture. 

The Ohio Department of Education ELA Standards (list priority stancards only and 

abbreviations of the main ideas of the priority standards) Link to Ohio’s ELA Standards 

e RL61 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

e RL.6.2 Analyze literary text development. B. Incorporate a theme and story details Into an 

objective summary of the text. 

® RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as 

well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

ALTERNATIVE TEXTS 

What alternative texts would allow students to meet the same objectives? 

4. Middle School: Escape to Australia by James Patterson 

2. Rickshaw Girl by Mitali Perkins
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SIGNATURES (embedded jpegs of authentic signatures are fine OR 

download/print form and obtain traditional signatures) 

Teacher: (AA : Date: [3 [aS 

Department Chair: Date: 9.2.25 

Building Principal: =< Date: 72/25 

District Curriculum Administrator: <Z neo Date:__ L025 


