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Bullding(s): OSMS
Classes/Grade Level(s): 6th Grade

ABOUT THE BOOK

Selection Title/Author: Postcards from Venice by Dee Romito
Genre: Realistic Fiction

Lexile Reading Level: 690

Total number of pages: 272

Book Summary Potentlally Objectionable Content (ist all

Skyler is about to go on the biggest adventure | categories and at least one example, referenced with a page or
of her life. Her mother has been relocated to ENRPINT VARG N

Venice, ltaly, with the possibility of a long-term Implicit sexual content

move. While there, Skyler takes on an informal e The maln character has a crush on one

internship and will be blogging about the city--a of her fellow interns (first mention on pg
position that could lead to even bigger things if 66)
all goes well, e Several other instances throughout the

book of her mentioning this crush, but
nothing ever comes of It, and It Is not
the main focus of the plot

‘Book Reviews (1-2 Ilnk(s)) Note teacher is not respons:’bfe for broken links

‘From Book List; _ Ak
Skyler Is about to go on the blggesl adVenture of her llfe Her mother has been relocated to
Venice, Italy, with the possibility of a long-term move, While there, Skylertakes onan Informal .
Internship and will be blogging about the city--a position that couild Jead to even blgger things if
all goes well, One of her fellow Interns, Logan, Is cool, cute,and Australian, But the other intern,
Zara, seems determlned to sabotage Skyler's chances. And with a big assignment coming up, -
Skylerils already stumped, Wishing she had someone to talk to, the flrst person who comes to
mind Isn't even on the same continent, Skyler knows that her BFF Etia.would have all the
fanswers aspeclaliy how 10 solve the wrlter's block. But after a summer bucket list that went
awry, they didn't leave on the best of terms, Thanks to technology, Skylerand Ella geta
long-distance shot at mending things, But when Skyler's writing mistakes ‘start to plle up, she
Isn't sure if she's up to the task, With the help of some Itallan magic and her oldest frlend can -
SI<yler learn to love her new city and stay connected to what rnatters most? | i
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ABOUT THE CLASS

Rationale for the Literature Selection {in addition to standards):

This book Is belng used In 6th grade ELA as part of a cross-content ELA and soclal studles
pré]ect on the 5 themes of geography, culture, and modern countries in the Eastern Hemisphere,
Students will read the novel, and then research the country featured in the novel in preparation
for sharing what they've learned with the class. They will research the elements of the country’s
culture and then they will evaluate the presentation of that culture in the novel they read,

This book has been selected because of its setting and genre. First, it Is set in a modern day
country In the Eastern Hemisphere, and second, it Is a realistic fiction novel that allows students
to learn about a culture by reading a story set in that culture. In addition to the culture of the
country, students will be asked to describe the 5 themes of geography in relation to that specific
country, and to evaluate whether the book's author accurately and fully portrayed the culture.

The Ohio Department of Education ELA Standards (list priority standards enly and
abbreviations of the main Ideas of the priority standards) Link to Ohio’s ELA Standards
e RL.61Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
Inferences drawn from the text,
e RL6.2 Analyze literary text development. B, Incorporate a theme and story detalls into an
objective summary of the text,
e RL6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama's plot unfolds In a serles of episodes as
well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

ALTERNATIVE TEXTS

What alternative texts would allow students to meet the same objectives?
1. Middle School: Escape to Australia by James Patterson
2. Rickshaw Girl by Mitali Perkins
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