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OLENTANGY SCHOOLS LITERATURE SELECTION REVIEW FORM

LOCATION

Bullding(s): OSMS
Classes/Grade Level(s): 6th Grade

ABOUT THE BOOK

Selection Title/Author: The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird

Genre: realistic fiction

Lexlle Reading Level: 7-9 years (lexile unavallable)

Total number of pages: 192

Book Summary

From award-winning and beloved children's
author Elizabeth Lalrd comes a stunning edition
of The Fastest Boy in the World, with a cover
lllustration by Zeamanuel Abera. This must-read
book Is a modern classic, and was shortlisted
for the CLPE Carnegle Medal.

Eleven-year-old Solomon loves to run; he
dreams that one day he will be a
gold-medal-winning athlete, In spite of his
ragged shorts and bare feet,

When his grandfather announces that he's
goling to take Solomon to Ethiopla's capital,
Addis Ababa, Solomon cannot believe his ears,
And he is even more exclted to hear that the
Ethloplan running team will be doling a victory
parade through the city that day!

But then Soloman's grandfather collapses —
and Solomon knows that gelting help from his
village is up to him. It's a iwenty-mile run from
the city to home, and his grandfather's life
hangs in the balance. Can the small,
bare-footed runner with the big heart make the
]ourney?

Potentlally Objectionable Content (iist all
categories and at least one example, referenced with a page or
chapter number)

Vliolence

Pg 54 Mentions the revolution in Ethlopia and
how thousands of people had been murdered-
no detalls given.

Pg 56 Maln character finds out that as a young
man his grandfather was Jailed during the
revolution and was beaten In prison- no detalils
glven.

Just Imagine Book Reviews:

' Baok Revlewa (1-2 Ilnk(s)) Note' teacher Is not reS.OOnSbee far broken links

The Fastest Boy In the World Is posslbly set !n 2000 aﬂer the Sydney Olymplca. Indlcated by
the detalls provided about the athletes and a hote by the author at the end of the novel, It Is:




AVL
“N“

told from Solomon 5 perspecﬂve and’ Includes an alicised prologue end epllogue that shows
;the maln story Is a flashback to his younger years: ‘and Selomon Is now an adult living his drearn
‘of becoming & world class athlete, The story Inéludes reference to. demanding themes™
ihroughoul. such as political change, wat, death, lmprlsonment and torture, There are'also
mote general themes. such as family, friendship and. the power of celebrity to insplre‘ There are
some lilustrations throughotit the text that highlight key moments or help the reader to
‘understand the changing geography described: At the end of the story there Is a page of
Stiggested activities for follow: up work. While the narrative Is clear and easy to follow, due to
‘the: challenglng themes this Is a book best stilted for matUre independent readers aged 941, 1t
would work as a class hovel If handled sahsltluely, or as a gulded reading text to enable deeper
analysls. It would also Work as a catalyst to explore one of the many themes. Issues or: histo:lca!
contexts descrlbed e i -

ABOUT THE CLASS

Rationale for the Literature Selectlon (In addition to standards):

This book Is being used in 6th grade ELA as part of a cross-content ELA and soclal studles
project on the 5 themes of geography, culture, and modern countrles In the Eastern Hemisphere.
Students will read the novel, and then research the country featured in the novel In preparation
for sharing what they've learned with the class. They will research the elements of the country’s
culture and then they will evaluate the presentation of that culture in the novel they read.

This book has been selected because of its setting and genre. First, it Is set in a modern day
country in the Eastern Hemisphere, and second, it Is a realistic fiction novel that allows students
to learn about a culture by reading a story set In that culture. In addition to the culture of the
country, students will be asked to describe the 5 themes of geography in relation to that specific
country, and to evaluate whether the book's author accurately and fully pertrayed the culture.

The Ohlo Department of Education ELA Standards (list priority standards only and
abbreviations of the main ideas of the priority standards) Link to Ohio’s ELA Standards
e RL,6/1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
e RL.6.2 Analyze literary text development, B, Incorporate a theme and story details into an
objectlve summary of the text.
e RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a serles of episodes as
well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

ALTERNATIVE TEXTS

What alternative texts would allow students to meet the same objectives?
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1. Middle School: Escape to Australia by James Patterson
2. Rickshaw Girl by Mitall Perkins

SIGNATURES (embedded jpegs of authentic signatures are fine OR
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