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Average Published Charges for 
Full-Time Undergraduates

Source: trends.collegeboard.org



Average Estimated Costs of College
Average Estimated Full-Time Undergraduate Budget (Enrollment-Weighted) by Sector, 2024-25

Source: trends.collegeboard.org



What are 
Scholarships?
• Money is awarded to students to 

help pay for educational expenses.  

• Scholarships may be offered by 
schools, employers, individuals, 
private companies, communities, 
religious groups, and professional 
or social organizations.

• Each scholarship might be available 
for 1 year only or renewable each 
year.

• Do not need to be repaid!



Types of Scholarships

1. Merit 
Based

2. Needs 
Based

3. Student 
Specific

4. Career 
Specific



Merit Based Scholarships

• Earned by meeting or exceeding certain standards 
set by the scholarship (GPA, SAT/ACT, etc.)

• Academic Achievement, Community Service, and 
Extracurricular Activities may be considered

• May be geared toward particular groups of people 
(for example, scholarships for military families)

• Special talents

Source: https://studentaid.gov



Merit Based Scholarship Examples



Needs Based Scholarships

• Based upon the student and family’s financial 
record (may ask for income tax records)

• Usually requires applicants to complete the 
Federal Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) or Texas Application for State Financial 
Aid (TASFA)

Source: https://studentaid.gov



Student Specific Scholarships
Applicants qualify initially by student-specific factors such 
as race, gender, religion, family and medical history, etc.  

Source: https://studentaid.gov



Student Specific
Scholarship Examples



Career Specific Scholarships
Awarded to students planning to pursue a specific field of study.

Source: https://studentaid.gov, student.Naviance.org 

https://studentaid.gov/


Career Specific 
Scholarship Examples



When Is the Best Time to Apply?

FEB

MARCH

APRIL

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

• A large majority of 
scholarship deadlines are 
within the months of 
February-April.

• Some colleges have college-
specific scholarships that 
have early deadlines around 
November and December.

Source: www.scholarships.com



Where to Start?

• Search your community 
organizations

• Many employers offer scholarships 
for the children of employees

• College websites
• Go online

Source: www.fastweb.com



Online Scholarship Searches

Naviance is CCISD’s online tool that 
organizes college and scholarship 
searches.

• Clearbrookhs

• Clearcreekhs

• Clearfalls

• Clearhorizons

• Clearlakehs

• Clearsprings

• Clearviewtx

http://student.naviance.com/ 

http://student.naviance.com/


Naviance Through CCISD’s Website



CCISD Single Sign-On Portal

Password = Student Cafeteria Pin #

Username =  Student ID#

Scroll to the bottom of 
the landing page and 

find the Naviance 
Campus icon



Click on Colleges Link



Select Scholarships & Money



College-Specific Scholarship Search



National Scholarship Search

This is a database by Sallie 
Mae that is free for all 
students and families. 
Students are matched with 
scholarships they are most 
qualified for based on their 
individual profiles and 
eligibility criteria.



Scholarship Search

Shows  scholarships or 
financial aid awards that may 
be relevant for you, based on 
information pulled from your 
profile. Select the “Match and 
Filter” button to apply more 
criteria or select “Clear 
Filters” to view all available 
scholarships.



Other Online Search Options

Scholarships.com scholarships.com

Fin Aid finaid.org/scholarships

Fast Web    fastweb.com

My TX Future mytexasfuture.org 

Source: www.fastweb.com

http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships
http://www.fastweb.com/


Avoid Scams and 
Beware of False Claims!

• “For a small fee, we’ll give you a list of scholarships.”

• “We’ll help you complete complicated forms.”

• “You are guaranteed a minimum of $1000 in awards.”

• “We’ll need a bank account and pin or a credit card 

number to verify your account."

Source: www.fastweb.com



Tips for Applying

1. Get organized. (Academic information, SAT/ACT scores, 
letters of recommendation, personal essay, 
community/volunteer work)

2. Keep track of deadlines. 
3. Separate the scholarships you are working on from those 

you have not started yet.
4. Proofread your materials and have a teacher,  parent,         

or friend review your application and essay.
5. Avoid using your CCISD email address as you will not have 

access to this account once you graduate.
Source: www.fastweb.com



How Does a Scholarship Affect 
My Other Student Aid?

Scholarships may affect other student aid you 
are offered.  You’ll need to let your school know 
of the scholarship money you receive.

Source: www.studentaid.gov



Applying for 
Scholarships is a 
Time Investment

BUT THE PAYOFF 

CAN BE GREAT!



FAFSA/TASFA 
Graduation Requirement

With the adoption of TEC §28.0256 all students must 
now complete and submit a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) OR a Texas Application for State 
Financial Aid (TASFA) starting with the Class of 2022.

Families do have the option to complete a CCISD 
Financial Aid Opt-Out form. Please see your campus 
Counselor for more information.



CCISD YOUniversity Course

Scan to Enroll in Post Secondary 
Planning Course Today!



Texas Free College 
Application Week



My Texas Future

Key Features and Benefits:
• Career Exploration: The Career Explorer tool helps 

users compare different careers based on salary, 
educational requirements, and local job market data.

• College Program Research: Users can explore over 
100-degree plans and compare college programs and 
their costs.

• Direct Admissions: Texas students can opt-in to share 
their academic information (like GPA and test scores) 
with colleges to see where they are accepted before 
applying.

• Personalized Guidance: Connects users with 
institutional advisors for personalized guidance on 
their educational journey.

• Financial Aid Information: Resources are available to 
help users understand and access financial aid, 
grants, and scholarships.

• Adult Learner Support: Supports working-age Texans 
looking to start or complete their degrees and 
advance their careers.

www.mytexasfuture.org

http://www.mytexasfuture.org/


Scholarship 
Questions?
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