
Senior Parent/Student Night 2024



HISTORY
• Cy-Fair Educational Foundation (“CFEF””) founded in 1970 

by Cy-Fair business & community leaders as 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization 

• CFEF Board consists of  approximately 65 volunteer Board 
trustees committed to assisting students with post high 
school educational pursuits

• Vision - Provide financial assistance to Cy-Fair Independent 
School District (“CFISD”) students wanting to attend college

• Mission - Singularly committed to fundraising & scholarships 
for students from CFISD  

• Completely aligned with CFISD due to our financial 
assistance awarded ONLY to CFISD students
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CFEF IMPACT
• Celebrating 54 years -  Awards total over $13.4 Million to 3,000+ students
• Donated approximately $4.4 million for CFISD staff  development programs through 

the Salute to the Stars Event (which started in 1998)
• Awarded over $980,000 to 154 CFISD 2025 graduating seniors
• Awards provided to students attending many colleges/universities including Lone 

Star College – Designated trade scholarships for Lone Star include Automotive and 
Welding

• Scholarship / Award amounts range from $1000 - $32,000 each
• Minimum 3 awards per high school

• Provide financial assistance to CFISD students wanting to attend college
• Very important that students complete the FAFSA (“Free Application for Federal Student Aid”) 

form to access financial resources like Federal Pell Grants and Texas Grants
• Applying by Oct. 1 could provide a greater opportunity to access such resources 
• Certain public universities provide tuition assistance based on economic need but FAFSA is 

required



CFEF  FUNDRAISERS 

▪ BF Adam Golf  Classic  
▪ Salute to the Stars 
▪ Salute to Our Heroes  
▪ Houston Methodist Cy-Hoops 

Invitational 
▪ CFEF Sporting Clay 
▪ Donate to Educate 
▪ Corporate Partners / Individual 

Donors / Endowment Partners
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Important Dates
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• November 24, 2025 – Online application will be available on CFEF website
• January 9, 2026 – Deadline for online application for certain CFEF awards
• January 23, 2026 Paperwork Due
• March 2026 – Online application for CFEF Schroeder application

• Requires Lone Star College attendance
• April 2026 – Close CFEF Schroeder application
• June 2, 2026 – Awards Reception at Berry Center





Road to College



college Prep checklist
📚 Focus on Grades
 Build strong study habits and keep your GPA up—colleges look at all 4 years.

📝 Prepare/Practice for SAT 
 All juniors will take SAT for free March 25th. Additional testing requires registration:  
SAT- collegeboard.org  ACT - act.org 

🎓 Explore College & Career Interests
 Research careers and majors that interest you, students can use Xello; visit college websites or attend fairs.

📌 Get Involved in Clubs & Activities 2025-26 Club and Organization
 Join clubs, sports, or organizations that align with your interests.

http://collegeboard.org
http://actstudent.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HVfMy8oOlYyeXxFlat7Y70pC9VcoSG1M-nhD5NqA_Lo/edit?usp=sharing


college prep checklist
🌟 Seek Leadership Opportunities
 Take on leadership roles in clubs, sports teams, or community groups.

📚 💼 Volunteer or Get a Job
 Build work experience and show responsibility through part-time jobs or volunteering.

🖋 Start a Resume or Activities List
 Keep track of all extracurriculars, awards, jobs, and volunteer work.

🧠 Build Relationships with Teachers & Counselors
 Recommendation letters needed for some colleges/scholarships, build connections early on.



https://cyfair.cfisd.net/our-school/about-us/
attendance-office 

https://cyfair.cfisd.net/our-school/about-us/attendance-office
https://cyfair.cfisd.net/our-school/about-us/attendance-office


Application Options 

applytexas.org commonapp.org College specific



Free College Application Week

When is it?
● For the first year, Free College Application Week is October 13-19, 2025. 
● Applications must be submitted through ApplyTexas by 11:59 p.m. CST on the last day 

of Free College Application Week to qualify. Applications that are started but not 
submitted will not be eligible.  

Who can participate?
● All Texas residents applying for undergraduate admission at Texas public 

institutions through ApplyTexas may participate. (Seniors Only)

https://www.applytexas.org/


College Admissions Tests
Test Optional? Which One? When should I take them?

SAT
Component Number of 

Questions
Time Allotted

Reading and 
Writing

54 64 (two 
32-minute 
modules)

Math 44 70 (two 
35-minute 
modules)

Total 98 134

Cost: $68.00

English 50 questions 35 minutes

Mathematics 45 questions 50 minutes

Reading 36 questions 40 minutes

Optional 
Science

40 questions 40 minutes

Optional 
Writing Test

1 prompt 30 minutes

Cost: $68.00 (Writing + $25; Science +$4)

ACT

http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/engdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/mathdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/readdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/scidescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/scidescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/writingdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/writingdescript.html


Annual Cost of College, Public

Institution Type Cost of Tuition Cost of Attendance**

4-Year In-State $9,750 $27,146

4-Year Out-of-State† $28,386 $45,708

2-Year In-District $3,598 $17,439

Annual Cost of College, Private

Institution Type Cost of Tuition Cost of Attendance

4-Year $38,421 $56,628

2-Year $20,019 $36,026



Types of Financial Aid
Aid type What it is Source How to apply

Scholarship Gift of money that doesn't have 

to be repaid

Colleges, 

organizations, states

Apply to donor school or organization

Grant Money for college based on 

financial need; doesn't have to 

be repaid generally, unless 

student withdraws from school

Federal government, 

states, colleges

Complete the FAFSA*

Schools may require a separate 

application Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid

Work-Study Jobs on or off campus offered to 

students based on need and 

availability

Federal government, 

states

Complete the FAFSA

Federal loan Borrowed money that must be 

repaid

Federal government Complete the FAFSA

State loan Borrowed money that must be 

repaid

State government Complete the appropriate application

http://www.aie.org/pay-for-college/grants-and-scholarships/know-the-scholarship-basics.cfm
http://www.aie.org/pay-for-college/grants-and-scholarships/a-quick-guide-to-college-grants.cfm
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.aie.org/pay-for-college/grants-and-scholarships/three-things-to-know-about-federal-work-study.cfm
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.aie.org/pay-for-college/learn-about-student-loans/explore-your-federal-loans-options.cfm
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.aie.org/pay-for-college/learn-about-student-loans/take-advantage-of-texas-student-loan-programs.cfm


2026 - 2027
October 1st  2025

2024

Graduation 
Requirement







Scholarships
cfisd.net
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Top 10% (1-77)   6.8696 to 6.5854
1st Quarter 1-191 6.8696 to 6.1905
2nd Quarter 196 to 385 6.1750 to 5.5476
3rd Quarter 389 to 580 5.5238 to 4.4634
4th Quarter 581 to 774 4.4524 to 1.4324

Seniors will have new GPA and rank Mid-January

6.0 Weighted Scale

Class Rank
CFHS Class of 2026

Class Size - 774
6 Semesters (Fall 2022 - Spring 2025)



Class Rank
GPA/Class Rank
● GPA is calculated through the end of the year! 
● Some colleges require mid-year and end of year reports. Students will 

need to request all transcripts.

� Honor rankings for the graduation 
ceremony are determined after 
the 3rd nine weeks report card

� Grade point averages are never 
“rounded up”.  For example, a 
5.999999 GPA does not qualify 
for Cum Laude

Honor Graduates
• 6.50 +        Summa Cum Laude
• 6.25-6.49   Magna Cum Laude
• 6.00-6.24   Cum Laude



Performance Acknowledgments
A student may earn a performance acknowledgement for 
outstanding performance in the areas of . . .

• Dual Credit;
• Bilingual/Bi-literacy;
• College Board Advanced Placement (AP) exams;
• PSAT, ACT ASPIRE, SAT or ACT performance; or
• Nationally or Internationally Recognized Business or 

Industry Certificate or License
           *Course Description Book p.25*



Certifications
CFISD CTE courses (Career and Technology) – offers students the 
opportunity to earn industry certifications while in high school at prices 
much lower than you would pay in the “real world”. 
• Sets your resume apart from others

• Performance Acknowledgement shown on your transcript

• Advantage over other college and job applicants

• Shows mastery of job skills

• Take the exam - you are already preparing for the certification exam in your CTE class

• State of Texas pays for your first certification

• State of Texas wants every student to graduate with a diploma and a certification 



Military Options

Military

Reserve

Officer

Enlist

● Student-initiated contact
● Take the ASVAB test
● Go online and research 

the different branches
● Talk to our recruiters 

when they visit
● Recognize that there are 

many jobs in the military 
– again – talk to the 
recruiters.

● Many benefits (medical, 
education, housing)



ASVAB
What is the ASVAB Career Exploration Program?

ASVAB is a vocational and aptitude test.  Information from the test empowers students to discover their 
strengths and interest then map out post-secondary plans that work.

The ASVAB is for all students, not just for those interested in the military.

Who is eligible to test: 10th - 12th grade students
When: November 18, 2025 (during the school day)
Cost: Free to CFISD students

Registration: Visit Counselor’s Corner during lunch for a sign-up form or pick up an application after this 
meeting.

Preparation:
ASVAB Study tips: https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/asvab/asvab-study-tips.html
ASVAB Career Exploration Guide: https://www.asvabprogram.com/



2yr and 4yr Colleges

Community/Junior 
College

Workforce 
Certifications

Associate 
Degree

Earn credits 
to transfer

Undergraduate 
College/University

Bachelor 
Degree

Options for 
Graduate 
Degrees



GOOD 
FIT

SAFETY

Make A College List

DREAM

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search


Ordering Your Transcript

                                                              Registrar’s Office

• Order forms must be submitted for each college and scholarship application, up to 
three colleges per request form

• Allow three days for transcripts to be sent
• If using Common App, only order one transcript. If using Common App to apply to 

UT Austin or TAMU, check to see how they want to receive your transcript



Ordering Your Transcript
Registrar’s Office

In-person Pricing:
• $2 for official transcripts to be mailed, most out of state colleges require transcript 

to be mailed
• Free for in-state public schools 
• Unofficial transcripts cost $1, order then pick up the following day at lunch
Online Pricing: 
• $5 for the first copy + $1 per each additional request in the same order 
https://cypressfairbanksk12.scriborder.com/

Lone Star College
If you have dual credit courses, you will need to order 
an official transcript from LSC to send to your college

https://cypressfairbanksk12.scriborder.com/


College Application Checklist
1. Complete college applications*

○ Apply Texas opens July 1st
○ Common App opens August 1st

2. Send test scores (may be optional)
3. Send official transcripts (6 semesters)
4. If required, request recommendation letters
5. Check status often
6. Accept your offer
*Some applications require a fee; your application will not be processed 
until the fee is paid. Some waivers are available if you qualify. See your 
assigned counselor.



Senior Survey
● Seniors received a 

permission form during 
classroom visits on 9/23

○ Return to English IV 
teacher

● Free final transcript submitted 
to college indicated in survey



Resources/Helpful 
Links





 www.collegeforalltexans.com

This section of the site lists the State and Federal Grants and Scholarship programs available to 
students at Texas colleges and universities.

 Education and Training Vouchers for Youths Aging Out of Foster Care

 Engineering Scholarship Program ( *** FUNDING DISCONTINUED *** last updated May 2012)

 Federal PELL Grant

 Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant

 Federal Teacher Quality Enhancement Scholarships from the U.S. Department of Education

 Fifth Year Accounting Student Scholarship Program

 Kenneth H. Ashworth Fellowship Program

 Tuition Equalization Grant Program

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=480
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=400
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=555
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=395
http://www.ed.gov/programs/heatqp/resources.html
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=402
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=404
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=534


 Marine Corps Foundation Scholarship

 National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Scholarship

 Professional Nursing Scholarships ( *** FUNDING DISCONTINUED *** last updated May 2012)

 Texas Armed Services Scholarship Program

 Texas Educational Opportunity Grant Program (TEOG)

 TEXAS Grant

 Texas Public Educational Grant

 Top 10 Percent Scholarship

http://www.marine-scholars.org/
http://nhsc.hrsa.gov/scholarships/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=407
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?ObjectID=4EC8EECB-CB81-28CA-465D28440B5959E3
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=529
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=458
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=406
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=385

