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TIPS WHEN FILLING OUT APPLICATIONS
CAL STATE UNIV/CSU

(START APP HERE)
Parent must select “Do Not Opt Out” under CCGI Release 

Info in ParentVue/25-26 Annual Student Verification

UNIV of CAL/UC
(START APP HERE)

Parent must select “Do Not Opt Out” under CCGI Release 
Info in ParentVue/25-26 Annual Student Verification

COMMON APP & 
COMMON BLACK COLLEGE APP

(START APP HERE)
Parent must select “Do Not Opt Out” under CCGI Release 

Info in ParentVue/25-26 Annual Student Verification

● https://www.calstate.edu/ 
● Step by step application completion video
● Name should match financial aid application & 

transcripts
● Use personal email not school email
● Applying for Fall 2026
● Avoid choosing undeclared as a major
● Find out parents yearly income to see if you qualify for 

4 fee waivers
● ONLY list A-G courses (as indicated by the letter “P” to 

the right of the course) & grades earned exactly how it 
appears on transcript for all grade levels

○ List 7th/8th grade LOTE/Math courses as 
9th grade

○ List summer course work as the grade you 
are entering

○ 12th grade course grades will be “in 
progress/IP” for fall & “Planned/PL” for 
spring

○ Select “No Course/NO” for one semester 
course 

● List Dual Enrollment classes ONLY in College 
Coursework area

● Review A-G Matching to make sure all subject areas 
are fulfilled; manually match any DE or Non-Calif 
courses

● First generation and/or low income students 
recommended to apply to EOP & answer 
supplemental questions

● https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/ 
● Step by step application completion video
● Name should match financial aid application & 

transcripts
● Use personal email not school email
● Applying for Fall 2026
● Avoid choosing undeclared as a major

○ Choose a major & an alternate major
● Find out parents yearly income to see if you qualify 

for 4 fee waivers
● ONLY list A-G courses (as indicated by the letter “P” 

to the right of the course) & grades earned exactly 
how it appears on transcript for all grade levels

○ List 7th/8th grade LOTE/Math courses as 
9th grade

○ List summer course work as the grade 
you are entering

○ 12th grade course grades will be “in 
progress/IP” for fall & “Planned/PL” for 
spring

○ Select “No Course/NO” for one semester 
course 

● List Dual Enrollment classes ONLY in College 
Coursework area

● Answer “yes” to the statement of legal residence 
question to qualify for in-state tuition

● List extracurricular activities
● Answer 4 Personal Insight Questions

● http://commonapp.org/ & 
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/ 

● Step by step application completion for Common App 
video & Common Black College App video

● Name should match financial aid application & 
transcripts

● Use personal email not school email
● Applying for Fall 2026 (Early Action, Early Decision 

and/or Regular Deadline)
● Avoid choosing undeclared as a major
● Identify which eligibility criteria you fit to qualify for fee 

waiver; fee waivers also available in CCC (MUST meet 
with College Advisor & HBCU Coordinator prior to 
receiving waiver)

● ONLY list A-G courses (as indicated by the letter “P” to the 
right of the course) & grades earned exactly how it appears 
on transcript for all grade levels

○ List summer course work as the grade you are 
entering

○ 12th grade course grades will be “in 
progress/IP” for fall & “Planned/PL” for spring

○ Select “No Course/NO” for one semester 
course 

● List Dual Enrollment classes ONLY in College Coursework 
area

● List extracurricular activities
● Must answer 1 Common App Essay
● Answer supplemental questions for each college, if 

applicable
● Counselor recommendation required & at least one teacher 

and/or community member if applicable
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WHAT IS FINANCIAL AID?
➢ Funds (federal, state and/or institutional) 

provided to a student to help pay for expenses 
associated with a post-secondary education.

➢ Must fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid)  or CADAA (California 
Dream Act Application) to qualify for aid

➢ ALL students recommended to fill out app 
regardless of family income, student and/or 
parent citizenship status



https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing


ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
FAFSA
➢ Must be enrolled in an eligible 

program of study (must be 
making progress toward a 
degree, certificate, or other 
recognized credential)

➢ U.S. citizen, permanent 
resident, eligible non-citizen or 
T-visa holder 

➢ Must have a High School 
Diploma or GED

CADAA
➢ Must be enrolled in an eligible program 

of study (must be making progress 
toward a degree, certificate, or other 
recognized credential)

➢ Undocumented, expired DACA,U-visa 
holder or have Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS)

➢ Meet non-resident exemption 
requirements under AB 540, SB 2000. 
SB 68 (at least 3 years of education in CA)

➢ Must have a high school diploma or 
GED

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements
https://csac.ca.gov/cadaa-and-eligibility


HOW IS FINANCIAL AID DETERMINED?
Cost of Attendance (COA)
- Student Aid Index (SAI)

- Other Financial Assistance (OFA) 
---------------------------------------------

= Financial Need
met by the college/university via FA Award

(will vary based on the COA of your college)
 



HOW IS FINANCIAL AID DETERMINED? (cont.)
Student Aid Index (SAI)

➢SAI is an eligibility index number that a 
college or career school's financial aid 
office uses to determine how much 
federal student aid the student would 
receive if the student attended the 
school

➢Stays consistent regardless of college 
attended

➢Consists of two components
○Parent financial contribution
○Student financial contribution

Cost of Attendance (COA)
➢ Direct Costs

○ Tuition
○ Campus Fees
○ Room & Board

➢ Indirect Costs
○ Books, course materials, 

supplies & equipment
○ Transportation
○ Misc./Personal

Other Financial Assistance (OFA)
➢ Outside scholarships or 

financial awards



FOUR TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

1. Grants (FREE $)

2. Scholarships (FREE $)

3. Work Study (FREE $)

4. Student Loans ($ have to pay back)



1. GRANTS (FREE $$)
Federal Grants 
➢Pell Grant
➢Federal Supplemental 

Educational Opportunity 
Grant (FSEOG)

➢Teach Grant
➢Iraq & Afghanistan Service 

Award

California State Grants (CCC, CSU,UC & 
Private)
➢ Cal Grant Program-

■Grant A & C - Fees
■Cal Grant B - Fee & Access

● Cal Grant B for Foster Youth 
(expands to 8 years)

➢Students with Dependent Children Program
➢Chafee Foster Youth Grant Program
➢Golden State Teacher Grant Program
➢CA Dream Act Employment Program (LEAP) 

- UC, CSU & CCC only

CSU & UC Grants
➢State University Grant Program
➢UC Blue & Gold Plan
➢Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)

NOTE: students will only receive one fee paying grant; either Cal Grant, State Univ Grant or Fee Waiver

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/grants
https://www.csac.ca.gov/cal-grants
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/paying-for-college/financial-aid/types/Pages/state-university-grant-program.aspx
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/tuition-financial-aid/types-of-aid/
https://www.calstate.edu/attend/student-services/eop/Pages/default.aspx


https://youtu.be/5n4qoaw91Mc?si=x_U80k8f8vVLmsMP
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Types-of-Financial-Aid-Available-for-Undocumented-Students-in-California.pdf


2.0 - 2.99 
Unweighted GPA

A - 3.0+ 
Unweighted GPA
C - no GPA



2. LOANS
Federal Direct Loans
➢Subsidized Loans - interest 

is paid by US Dept. of Ed

➢Unsubsidized Loans - 
student pays the interest

➢Plus Loans (for parents)

Why Get Federal Student Loans?
➢Lower fixed rates
➢Flexible repayment options
➢Variety of benefits that can’t be 

found with traditional loans

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans


3. WORK STUDY 
➢ Allows student to earn money to assist in meeting 

educational costs
○ Federal Work-Study
○ Dream Act Service Incentive 
○ University/College Jobs (Student Assistants)

➢ Provides funds through a paycheck
➢ Amount depends on funds available at college/university 

(funds for this grant does run out sooner than other grants)

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/work-study
https://www.csac.ca.gov/dsig


➢ Middle Class Scholarship - CCC, UC or CSU Only 
○ Family income and assets ceiling is $250,000
○ Award cannot be over need or COA

➢ CalKIDS - California Kids Investment & Development Savings Program helps jump start 
college savings for children statewide by awarding scholarship accounts for eligible students
○ Must have students State ID# to determine eligibility; ID can be located on unofficial 

transcript via StudentVue & ParentVue
➢ Scholarship Bulletin & Applications available in the center & on Poly CCC webpage
➢ Merit based Institutional scholarships

○ Scholarships based on students GPA and/or SAT/ACT scores
○ Check out schools websites for incoming or first-time freshman scholarships 

➢ Scholarship Websites – www.fastweb.com, www.studentscholarships.org (do not pay to 
apply for scholarships)

➢ Corporate Scholarships – Coca Cola, Taco Bell, KFC, McDonald’s, etc.

4. SCHOLARSHIPS

https://www.csac.ca.gov/middle-class-scholarship
https://calkids.org/
https://poly.lbschools.net/counseling/college-career-center
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.studentscholarships.org/


HOW TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID
2026 - 2027 FREE Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) & California Dream Act Application (CADAA)

➢Opens OCTOBER 1st (yearly date)

➢Priority Deadline is MARCH 2nd (yearly date)

➢Will be reporting 2 years prior income - 2024 NOT 2025 

➢Apply online only at www.fafsa.gov or  https://dream.csac.ca.gov/

➢CSS Profile (open now) will be required for some private and/or out-of-state schools 
(www.cssprofile.org)

➢Create a FSA ID (FAFSA only) NOW for student and one or both parents, depending on tax filing status 

(https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch) 

● Filed Jointly - one parent needs a FSA ID
● Filed Separately - both parents need an FSA ID
● Video available

http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.cssprofile.org/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://youtu.be/Pitb_aIQBVc?si=R06XJM5LLi1W-QOF


CREATE YOUR FSA ID (FAFSA Only)

USE PERSONAL EMAIL NOT 

SCHOOL EMAIL

EXACTLY HOW IT APPEARS 

ON SOCIAL SECURITY CARD





2026 -2027 FAFSA Form 



Do you have a social security number? 



Do you meet the eligibility criteria below?



DOUBLE 

CHECK!



Federal Student Aid:

Up to $8,215

Get your 2024 tax return information for 
the 26-27 FAFSA form

Academic Year 2025 - 2026



2026-2027

2025-2026



July 1, 2026 and June 30, 2027

July 1, 2025



IF YOU SELECTED ANYTHING OTHER 

THAN “NONE OF THE ABOVE”

IF YOU SELECTED “YES” TO UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES

YOU MAY COME BACK AND SELECT YES LATER

IF YOUR PARENTS REFUSE TO PROVIDE THEIR INFORMATION.

   FOR NOW, SELECT “NO”



2024

2024





2024

2023

2023

2023

SELECT BOX FOR 
PARENTS WITH NO SS# 





California

Long Beach

California

Long Beach

Polytechnic HS

Polytechnic HS

Polytechnic HS
Long Beach, CA

Polytechnic

California

Long Beach

Polytechnic High School            Long Beach

Polytechnic High School
           Long 

Beach

Polytechnic High School
       

2026 -2027 school year?

2026 -2027 school year?

2026 -2027 school year?

26-27

26-27

2024

Academic Year 
2026-2027

2024
2024



PUT ZERO IF DOES 
NOT APPLY

DO NOT LEAVE ANY 
BOXES BLANK

PUT ZERO IF DOES 
NOT APPLY

DO NOT LEAVE ANY 
BOXES BLANK

2024



List at least 
1 California 
college & 1 
community 
college on 
your first 
submission





Provide Parent 
signature before 
logging off



FAFSA  PARENT VIEW
(after FSA ID is created)



STUDENT

’S

NAMESTUDENT

’S

NAME

STUDENT’S
NAME





DOUBLE 

CHECK!

Federal Student Aid:

Up to $8,215

2024 tax

2026 - 2027 FAFSA form.



Birth date or 
date arrived in CA



IF YOU SELECT YES:

I.E. - Adult children and/or other family members

2024 or 2025

2024 tax

July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027

July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027

I.E. - Poly student & siblings



TIP: PAY OFF BILLS/RENT BEFORE 
REPORTING YOUR CURRENT TOTAL

2024

PUT ZERO IF IT 
DOES NOT APPLY

DO NOT LEAVE ANY 
BOXES BLANK



YOUR NAME,

STUDENT’S
NAME

12/02/24



FAFSA Submission Summary

46

2026-2027 FAFSA Submission Summary







2026-2027 FAFSA/CADAA IMPORTANT REMINDERS
● Available October 1st every year and must reapply every year
● 2024 Tax Year/Income will be reported electronically(FAFSA) or manually (CADAA)
● FAFSA “Contributor” is anyone who is required to provide information on a student’s aplication 

(i.e. - biological or adoptive parent, stepparent)
○ DO NOT include grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, brothers & sisters, aunts or 

uncles
○ Must have their own email to create own FSA ID to sign the FAFSA application & give 

consent to use Federal Tax Information (refusal will result in student not being eligible for 
aid)

○ Divorced Parents - the parent that contributes most to the student’s living expenses is the 
parent that will contribute their information to the student’s FAFSA

● Don’t leave any questions blank; always indicate N/A or zeros where applicable
● Yearly priority deadline is MARCH 2nd
● Students & parents will need an FSA ID to create an account & sign the FAFSA application

○ Parents with no SS# will put all zeros; DO NOT use your ITIN or DACA number

**SIDE NOTE: CSS PROFILE is available NOW and (https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/) must be 
completed for students applying to a private or out-of-state school that is on the Participating 
Institutions list** 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://profile.collegeboard.org/PPI/participatingInstitutions.aspx
https://profile.collegeboard.org/PPI/participatingInstitutions.aspx


https://drive.google.com/file/d/169tVGgpYRKYvpzSMR72-La1ozWLJk09F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/169tVGgpYRKYvpzSMR72-La1ozWLJk09F/view?usp=sharing


STEPS 1 - 6 MUST BE COMPLETED BY APRIL 24 TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
FALL 2026 PRIORITY REGISTRATION IN MAY



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
Federal Student Aid Videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid/videos 

FAFSA Line by Line Walkthrough Video 
https://youtu.be/875Rbg6ucao?si=nhGu1KMTQPmvF8Fz 

CADAA Financial Aid Programs 
https://www.csac.ca.gov/programs 

CADAA Line by Line Walkthrough Video
https://youtu.be/gRgJtQGVydI?si=7jQEp2j7bIAc4JOr 

CSS Profile Walkthrough Video
https://youtu.be/veqf1P3yArI?si=RDD71TjTzGQJ43bl 

Poly College & Career Center Website
https://poly.lbschools.net/counseling/college-career-center 

https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid/videos
https://youtu.be/875Rbg6ucao?si=nhGu1KMTQPmvF8Fz
https://www.csac.ca.gov/programs
https://youtu.be/gRgJtQGVydI?si=7jQEp2j7bIAc4JOr
https://youtu.be/veqf1P3yArI?si=RDD71TjTzGQJ43bl
https://poly.lbschools.net/counseling/college-career-center


APPLICATION ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE VIA 
WORKSHOPS & ONE-ON-ONE APPT.

Ms. Womack
College & Career Specialist
Scholarship Coordinator
swomack@lbschools.net
562.591.0581 x654-5140

Visit the College & 
Career Center website 

for up to date 
information 

mailto:swomack@lbschools.net
https://poly.lbschools.net/counseling/college-career-center

