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[October Edition] 

N E W S L E T T E R 
Carrolltowne Elementary School 

Fall has officially arrived!!

Students are feeling more 

and more comfortable with 

their schedules and 

adjusting to all the changes 

of a new school year. 

Carrolltowne teachers are 

excited about classes and 

planning a productive and 

challenging, school year. 

Please read the following 

important reminders!! 

Arrival and Dismissal.  Please 

remember to email 
CESAttendance@carrollk12.

org to report an absence, 

late arrival, early dismissal or 

change of dismissal. (See 

page 2 for details.) 

Be Prepared for Changing 

Weather.  The weather is 

truly unpredictable. Our staff  

closely monitors “feels like” 

temperature over real temp, 

and if it is dry enough to be 

outside, then your student 

will be outside either in 

recess or PE.  Appropriate 

clothing is very important 

and so is labeling that 

clothing. This time of year 

our Lost & Found tends to 

grow but we are in great 

shape so far this year. The 

weather may also call for 

boots or warmer shoes. Note 

that it is the responsibility of 

the child to bring and put 

on their tennis shoes for P.E. 

 

Picture Day:  Pictures Inc. will 

take individual 
school pictures 

on Thursday, 

October 9th. 

Please try to 

avoid late 

arrivals and early dismissals 

this day so that all Cardinals 

can be photographed. 

Please bring in your photo 

order on picture day if you 

haven’t pre-ordered them. 

 

FUN.  The PTA sponsored 

and wonderfully 

spooktacular “Trunk or 

Treat” is set for 
Friday, 

October 24th! 

Be sure to 

check the Carrolltowne 

PTA website for details. 

This years CES Fun Run (also 

sponsored by the PTA) will 

take place on Wednesday, 

October 15th. You will soon 

receive a Fun Run Pre-

Registration email and Fun 

Run Schedule. Please pre-

register and save some time! 

 

That’s it for now! Enjoy the 

cooler weather and the 

beautiful fall season! 

Mrs. DuPree, Principal 

Mrs. Sikorski,  Assistant 

Principal 

Happy Fall! 
6542 Ridge Road, Sykesville MD 21784 (Phone) 410-751-3530 (Fax) 410-751-3534 

Becky DuPree, Principal  |  Erin Sikorski, Assistant Principal  |  ces.carrollk12.org 
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Lunch Times 

Pre-K 12:20 - 12:50 

Kindergarten 11:50 - 12:20 

1st grade 11:20 - 11:50 

2nd grade 11:00 - 11:30 

3rd grade 12:30 - 1:00 

4th Grade 12:10 - 12:40 

5th grade 12:50 - 1:20 

Specials Schedule 

Pre-K 2:15-2:45 

Kindergarten 10:15-11:15 

1st grade 1:45-2:45 

2nd grade 12:45-1:45 

3rd grade 9:15-10:15 

4th Grade 2:45-3:45 

5th grade 11:15-12:15 

2025-2026 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Thursday, October 16, 2025  (Teacher request) 

Tuesday, November 25, 2025  (Parent request) 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026  (Parent request) 

School Phone Phone:  410-751-3530       Fax:  410-751-3534  

School Website  ces.carrollk12.org 

School Hours 
8:45 a.m. First bell rings; doors open for students  

9:15 a.m. Second bell rings and instruction begins  

3:45 p.m. Instruction ends; dismissal begins at 3:50 p.m. 

Office Hours The office is staffed between 8:00 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.     

2025-2026 Report Card Dates 

Quarter 
Midterm Report  

(Special Ed & K-2 only) 

End of Marking   

Period 
Report Cards Sent Home 

1 October 1 November  4 11/11/25 

2 December 10 January 23 1/30/26 

3 February 27 April 9 4/16/26 

4 May 12 June 12 Last Day 

If your child will be ABSENT, LATE, DISMISSED EARLY or has a 

CHANGE of DISMISSAL - please send an email to 
CESattendance@carrollk12.org 

2025-2026 REFRIGERATOR PAGE 

Contacts 

 

Mrs. DuPree, Principal  

Mrs. Sikorski, Assistant Principal 

Ms. Stacey, School Counselor 

Mrs. Sackett, “Nurse Lisa”, School Nurse 

Early Dismissal Days   

Dismissal Begins at 1:00 

10/16/25 |11/4/25 | 11/26/25 |12/12/25 

|12/23/25| 1/16/26 |2/13/26 | 3/13/26 

|4/9/26 |4/27/26 | 5/22/26 |6/12/26 

An Easy Reference for General Information!  

Cafeteria Pricing 

Breakfast $1.50   
Hot Lunch $2.50 
(Second Lunch: $4.00)   

Milk $ .60 | Ice Cream/Chips $ 1.00 
*Applications for free and reduced priced meals are   

accepted throughout the school year. 

Early Dismissal Lunch Times 

Pre-K 12:20 - 12:50 

Kindergarten 11:30 - 12:00 

1st grade 10:50 - 11:20 

2nd grade 10:30 - 11:00 

3rd grade 12:10 - 12:40 

4th Grade 11:10 - 11:40 

5th grade 11:50 - 12:20 

ABSENT: 

Example: If your student will not attend 

school send an Absent email: 

Email Subject: Absent 

Student Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Reason for absence: 

CHANGE OF DISMISSAL: 

Example: If your student will exit the 

school a different way than normal, send 

a Change of Dismissal email: 

Email Subject: Change of Dismissal 

Student Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Change from: Car Rider 

Change to: (if changing to bus, include 

bus # and street stops) 

LATE ARRIVAL: 

Example: If your student will arrive late 

send a LATE ARRIVAL email:                                     

Email Subject: Late Arrival 

Students Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Arrival Time: 

Reason for late arrival: 

EARLY DISMISSAL: 

Example: If your student has to leave early 

during the school day, send an             

Early Dismissal email: 

Email Subject: Early Dismissal 

Students Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Time of Dismissal: 

Reason for early dismissal: 

Will student return? 

https://ces.carrollk12.org/
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                        OCTOBER 2025 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 Picture Day |  SMILE!!  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13-

16 

Fun Run Spirit Week: M 10/13- Luau Day! Wear a Hawaiian shirt, tropical colors, or a lei! No 

swimsuits please. / T 10/14- Wacky Hair and Sock Day! Wear your hair wacky, wear wacky socks, or 

wear both! / W 10/15- Fun Run! Wear your Fun Run Shirt! These will be distributed by teachers 

earlier this week. / TH 10/16- Favorite Sport/Hobby Day! Wear a shirt that represents your favorite 

sport or hobby! 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15 Fun Run!! | Sponsored by the PTA | More information is coming soon! 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16 EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16 Parent/Teacher Conferences | Teacher Requested 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17 Schools Closed for Students | Professional Development Day for Teachers 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 Fun Run Rain Date | More information is coming soon!  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 PTA Sponsored “Trunk or Treat” | See PTA website for details. | carrolltownepate.com  

                         NOVEMBER 2025 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 EARLY DISMISSAL | End of marking period | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
PTA Meeting | Media Center | 7:00PM | All are welcome! Please Come! | ENTER THROUGH FRONT 

DOORS 

MON-FRI, NOVEMBER 10

-14 
Book Fair 2025 | Family Event | Media Center | Details coming soon! 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 Veteran’s Day Celebration | PTA Sponsored—more information coming soon! 

MON-FRI, NOVEMBER 17

-21 
American Education Week | More information is coming soon! 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences | Parent Requested 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 

26 
EARLY DISMISSAL | Last day before Thanksgiving Holiday | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm 

THURSDAY, NOV 27-

FRIDAY, NOV 28 
SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Thanksgiving Holiday! 

                         DECEMBER 2025 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 PTA Sponsored Holiday Shop | Details coming soon! 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 Winter Concert/5th Grade Art Show| Details coming soon! 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12 EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23 EARLY DISMISSAL | Last day before Winter Break | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24-

31 
SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Winter Break! 

                         JANUARY 2026 

THUR-FRI, JANUARY 1-2 SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Winter Break! 

MONDAY,  JANUARY 5 SCHOOL/OFFICES REOPEN 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 19 SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 Yearbook Pictures | Clubs and Candids 

MONDAY, JANUARY 26 Schools Closed for Students | Professional Development Day for Teachers 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES! 
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These are some important reminders from the health suite:  

• Students may NOT transport medication to and from school.  

• A health care provider’s order is required for ALL medication taken during 

the school day.   

• If your child has a temperature of 100 or greater, has been vomiting or has 

had diarrhea, they must be symptom free for 24 hours prior to returning. 

Thanks for your help keeping our staff and students well!              

Nurse Lisa 

 

“Lost & Found”   

 - Location: cafeteria  

 - students may look through it during 

lunch. 

How to avoid the Lost & Found! 

• Label everything!!!!!  Jackets, 

hoodies, sweaters, hats, gloves, 

water bottles 

• Remind your child to get their 

coat/hoodie after recess and PE 

 

 

Only 6 items in the CES Lost & Found. Last year there 

were almost 30 pieces of clothing, 5 water bottles 

and a pair of crocs!  So this year is looking GREAT! 

Anything below look familiar? 

Eat well! 

Drink plenty of water! Get enough Sleep! 



 5 
Carrolltowne Elementary School Newsletter  | Issue 2|  October  2025  |  ces.carrollk12.org 

 

Hello from LibraryLand!  

The month of September was amazing. Kinder-

garten students were able to gradually learn the 

four sections of the media center they can choose from and the     

process of borrowing and returning books. First grade students were back and 

able to use shelf markers and select “just right” books they can read and     

enjoy. Second grade students were so excited to learn they can check out 

two books with the understanding of choosing 1 from a series. Third 

grade students had a bittersweet realization learning they can 

check out 3 books, but now only check out 

every other week. The reason behind this rule 

is that we need more time for instruction on 

the research processes. Fourth and fifth grade 

students are right back to getting the books 

they enjoy reading but have also learned 

knowing the “why” behind our MQI. Ask them, what does MQI 

mean? See if they remember it is the Model of Quality Instruction! 

Our lessons are broken down, so students understand what is ex-

pected of them. We follow a what, how, and why model.  What am I going to 

learn? How am I going to learn this information? Why is it important that I know 

this information? I am excited to be able to be part of their learning experi-

ence. 

Save the date:  Book Fair 11/10/-11/14/2025 

Book fair nights Monday - Thursday 4:30-6pm! 

How? 
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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER! 
Parent PickUp 

During parent pickup, please find a parking space and park. Do 

NOT park along the curb/sidewalk or in front of orange cones. 

 
ID Required 

Always have your ID with you and ready to show a CES staff mem-

ber. You may not enter the building or pick up a student without 

one. 

 
Parking 

During large school events, please park in the parking lot behind Petco. We recommend not park-

ing along Gemini or blocking resident driveways. Parking along Gemini can cause traffic issues en-

tering and exiting Carrolltowne. This can also become a problem for residents. 

After School CES Events 

If your student is not in school the day of an evening CES event, the student may not participate in 

the evening event.   

Portable electronic devices  

Please note the CCPS Regulations for portable electronic devices in elementary schools, below: 

Devices must be silenced and stored (out of sight) upon entry to the school until exit from the 

school. It is highly recommended that elementary students do not bring personally owned portable, 

electronic devices to school or on the bus. At the elementary level, smart-watches are considered 

portable electronic devices and treated the same as cell phones. 

 
Be Weather-Ready 

For safety reason, parents wait outside when picking up a student early, so please dress accordingly 

as the weather changes. 

 
Picking Up a Student for an appointment? 

We will call your student down for dismissal once you arrive at the school. If your schedule is tight 

please arrive early.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation!! 
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CES ART 

 

How was International Dot Day at CES? 

Thanks for supporting the Arts and participat-
ing in International Dot Day 2025. Everyone 

looked Great! 

Mrs. Dudek-Art Teacher  
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HOME ACCESS IS YOUR PARENT PORTAL 

 

Home Access Center is Carroll County Public Schools’ parent portal. It allows parents/

guardians to login and view information pertaining to their child. The Home Access Center 

is provided for the express use of the parents of Carroll County Public School District 

students to assist in the communication of important educational information. The goal of 

the Home Access Center is to assist you in effectively communicating with the teachers, 

staff, and administration about your student. 

Go to the Carroll County Public Schools’ website at www.carrollk12.org and click the 

Home Access Center link located in the ‘Students and Parents’ section at the bottom of 

the home page.  

 

JOIN the PTA! 

 

CES’s PTA supports students and teachers 

through their school and community events, 

fundraisers and tremendous number of 

volunteer hours.  Please support their efforts 

by joining this year!  The cost is $11.00 for a 

single membership and $17.00 for a double 

membership.  We need support from all our 

families. 

Visit CarrolltownePTA.com and download 

the membership form to learn more.  You 

can join online or by printing the 

membership form. 

The next PTA meeting is Thursday, November 

2nd.  Please look at 

www.carrolltownepta.com for information 

and for future dates.  

Follow the PTA Facebook page by 

searching for “Carrolltowne Elementary 

Community”   

Visit the PTA’s website at 

www.carrolltownepta.com. 

Carrolltowne’s PTA Does GREAT Things For Our Kids! 

http://www.carrolltownepta.com
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ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLDS SHOULD STILL APPLY FOR MEAL BENEFITS 
Eligible households should still apply for meal benefits at www.myschoolapps.com. One application can be 
completed for the entire household when all members are listed. Parents may apply for benefits at any time 
during the school year. Eligibility for meal benefits may help families receive additional resources such as 
subsidized internet service, field trip fee waivers, and P-EBT benefits so it is important to still apply if you meet 
eligibility guidelines.  

 

WHEN MONEY IS NECESSARY FOR YOUR STUDENT’S ACCOUNT 
CCPS offers a variety of a la carte items for purchase in the cafeterias. Our a la carte food and beverage items 
meet the nutritional standards of the Smart Snacks in Schools regulations. Each student has a cafeteria account 
that they can access with an assigned PIN. To place money on an account visit www.myschoolbucks.com or send 
cash or personal checks made out to your school with your child. Please visit our food services page for detailed 
information on the snacks available in our schools. A la carte items will be gradually introduced.  Please note:  
Kindergarteners typically aren’t introduced to a la carte items until January.  This is to make sure they have 
learned to eat their lunch in a timely fashion 

 

CASH OR STUDENT’S ACCOUNT (VIA THEIR PIN#) WILL BE USED 

TO PAY FOR SECOND MEALS AND A LA CARTE ITEMS  
If students wish to purchase a second meal or purchase a la carte items, they will need to know their pin number 
(or use cash).  You can find your child’s PIN number under the registration tab in Home Access. 
Have them memorize it.  Food may not be charged (put on an account to be paid for later). 

 

WHERE TO FIND THE MENUS FOR BREAKFAST AND LUNCHES 
Digital Menus Interactive menus and nutritional information available online! Visit 
carrollk12.nutrislice.com or download the Nutrislice app for your iOS or Android 
device.  

 

2025 - 2026 CAFETERIA NOTES 

https://www.carrollk12.org/admin/financeservices/foodservices
carrollk12.nutrislice.com
https://carrollk12.nutrislice.com/menus-eula
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                     NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 

 
The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland State De-

partment of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or physical disability, 
ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.  

 
The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities for 
all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free from any 

form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and extracurricular activities. 

 
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  Director of Human 

Resources, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157, (410) 751-3070. 

   

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 

 

Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of ser-
vices, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should contact the Communica-
tions Office at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North Court 
Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use Relay or 7-1
-1. Please contact the school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is needed. 

 

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities Management, (410) 751-
3177, or the Communications Officer, (410) 751-3020, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157.   

CONSENT AND RELEASE  

2025-2026 

Permission to Photograph, Videotape or Audiotape 

 Throughout the school year, the Carroll County Public School System frequently covers school activities and may use your 
child’s photograph, video image, or voice for educational, informational, or public relations purposes, with or without identification by 
name. 

 If you do not wish to have your child’s voice reproduced on tape or to have his/her image appear in such things as a video or 

a photograph, or on the school or school system website or social media, please notify the school principal in writing.  It is assumed 

that parents and guardians consent to their children being audiotaped, photographed, videotaped, or having their image placed on a 

school website or social media by the school system unless such notification is received. There are also occasions when the media 

cover certain school events (such as when a government leader visits a school).  If you do not wish to have your child ’s name or like-

ness published by the media, you should address your concerns directly to the school involved so that the media is so advised.  

Please be advised that the school system has no control over the media when they are covering activities such as sporting events 

and musical programs that are open to the public. 

Use of Student Work on Websites or in Publications 

There may be times throughout the year when the Carroll County Public School System wishes to display student work on school 

websites, social media, or in publications. If you do not wish to have your child’s art, poetry, writing, etc. appear on school websites, 

social media, or in publications, please notify the school principal in writing. It is assumed that parents and guardians consent to their 

child’s work being displayed on school websites, social media, or in publications unless such notification is received. 

Revised 6/30/17 


