COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS
September 25, 2025
6:30 pm
Butler Senior High School
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http://collegeboard.org
https://www.act.org/

PSAT: Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test

* “Practice” for SAT October 11th or Wed 15th

- |dentifies areas that need improvement

 Recommended for juniors, Merit scholarship opportunities
- Register in fall of 10™" and 11" grade

* Let your counselor know by August if you qualify for
accommodations (Chapter 15, IEPs etc.)

» S20 or Fee waivers available when you register



SAT
www.collegehoard.org

e Required for 4 year college applications

 Gurrently most schools are test optional

o Taken in the 11" grade, ~ 3 hours & 50 min

* Re-tests are available in fall of 12t grade

» Recommended to take in the spring of 111" grade
Evidenced Based Reading & Writing (EBRW)

— Reading comprehension and sentence completion

o Math sections

— Algebra, Geometry, Probability & Statistics


http://www.collegeboard.org

ACT
www.actstudent.org

 Alternative to SAT, accepted equally by colleges
& universities

* Includes 4 subtests: Reading, Math, English &
Science

o Approximately 3 /2 hours in length
* Recommended testing in spring of Junior Year


http://www.actstudent.org

Which test to take...

 SAT & the ACT are accepted by colleges & universities

» Take the PSAT & compare your results to scores that
colleges recommend

» If doing well on the PSAT, stick with the SAT

* |f not, or in doubt, take both the SAT and ACT on different
months

* Re-tests are available
» Superscore: the best scores are used by colleges



SAT/ACT

 Scores sent directly to Golleges

e Free if prior to test or within 9 days of test
date (will take 3 weeks)

o After testing window, $12 for each report sent
e (olleges require scores be sent directly from

College Board or ACT for example: Pitt, PSU &
NCAA...so check with your school.
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2- Years or Less of Post-Secondary

 Trade Schools & Technical Schools
— Butler Votech - open house Nov 5, 2025 (6-8pm)

— New Castle School of Trade

— Bidwell Training Genter

— Pittshurgh Institute of Aeronautics
— High Flight Academy

— Pennsylvania College of Technology

— Rosedale Tech



https://www.butlertec.us/Page/1
https://www.ncstrades.edu/
https://bidwelltraining.edu/
https://pia.edu/
https://www.highflightacademy.com/
https://www.pct.edu/
https://www.rosedaletech.org/

2- Years or Less of Post-Secondary

* Apprentice Programs

— Local Manufacturing
« Oberg, Penn United, Butler Technologies
- apprentice.org

— Builders Guild of Western PA (16 Trades)

« www.buildersguild.org

« Sheet Metal, Plumbers, Iron Workers, Operating Engineers,
Steamfitters, Electrical Engineers, Garpenters


http://apprentice.org
http://www.buildersguild.org/

2- Years or Less of Post Secondary

 Community Colleges
— No SAT or ACT required
— Butler County Community College

— Community College of Beaver County
- articulation agreement with aviation academy
« Aviation Academy

= Resources:
http://discoveryourskills.com/



https://www.bc3.edu/
https://www.ccbc.edu/
https://www.ccbc.edu/aviation-academy
http://discoveryourskills.com/

Butler County Community College

« Top 10% of class free tuition
* Job Corps- based on need - totally free
« Open house in fall and spring (apply for free)

- SAT/ACT not needed. Can replace placement test

SAT: Math 570 EBRW 500
ACT: Eng 21 Math 23

« Optional bachelor completion program

— Partner Universities: Clarion, Penn State, Pitt, Chatham, LaRoche,
Franklin, RMU etc.


https://www.bc3.edu/

High School Timeline




Freshman & Sophomore Year

Priorities:
» Challenging academic schedule

* Grades

» Extracurricular activities
— Example: music, sports (NCAA), clubs

- Create a resume in Xello listing school achievements &
school participation. Ex: job/volunteering

- See Counselor for career interview (scheduling, college
testing & school information)



Junior Year Priorities

* Increase level of difficulty of classes

« Have a “family discussion” about schools
— check out My Smart Borrowing
- Attend College Fair in September
* Research colleges noting their admissions requirements

including SAT/ACT, GPA, & language requirements (info can
be found in Xello)

« Ask tough Q’s (retention rates, job outlook, # of openings,
% of placement in field)



http://www.mysmartborrowing.org/#intro

Junior Year Priorities:

* Take the PSAT in October & discuss scores with
counselor

» Schedule SAT and/or ACT if required.
» NCAA eligibility

— www.eligibilitycenter.org
- $100



http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/

- Summer before Senior Year:

2%

- Make appointments with admissions offices to
interview & tour campuses

« Send “thank you” letters to interviewer

» Finalize resume using Xello to format & print
professionally
— included with your applications
— use if requesting a letter of recommendation



Senior Year Priorities:

« Gomplete college applications

- Most completed online
- fees charged, essays uploaded, transcripts uploaded for free

- Student must notify counselor to submit transcripts
(electronic or mail - S1 fee)

- Pay attention to decision deadlines (early decision, early
action, regular decision)

- Recommendation Letters



Senior Year Priorities:

(continued)

- Confirm college choices by May 15t & notify
declined colleges

 Miscellaneous:

— Register for Advanced Placement (A.P.) exams that
will be given in May

— Final transcript will be sent to college of choice



Shannon McGraw

Sarah Beneigh
Mary Caton
Alecia Mowrey

Rachel Scherer

CTP 724-214-3208 shannon.mcgraw@basdk12.org
(A-D) 724-214-3209 sarah.beneigh@hasdk12.org
(E-K) 724-214-3214 mary.caton@basdk12.org

(L-R) 724-214-3210 alecia.mowrey@basdk12.org
(S-Z) 7124-214-3226 rachel.scherer@basdk12.org



mailto:shannon.mcgraw@basdk12.org
mailto:sarah.beneigh@basdk12.org
mailto:mary.caton@basdk12.org
mailto:alecia.mowrey@basdk12.org
mailto:rachel.scherer@basdk12.org

