In Ohio, the state-funded Early Childhood Education (ECE) Grant provides high-quality, affordable preschool
to eligible children by awarding funding to high-quality preschool programs. To receive this grant, families
must meet income-eligibility requirements, have a child aged 3-5 (but not yet kindergarten-eligible), and apply
through a provider that participates in the grant program. Families can also find information on the Ohio
Department of Children and Youth (DCY) website and must complete a Publicly Funded Child Care (PFCC),
application to determine eligibility.

What is the ECE Grant?

It's a state-funded grant designed to maximize a child's early educational experiences before kindergarten.
It provides high-quality preschool services and resources to eligible children.

Funding goes to preschool providers that are required to meet specific quality standards, such as the Step Up
to Quality (SUTQ) rating.

Who is eligible?

Children aged 3-5 years old (but not yet eligible for kindergarten in their district).
Children must be U.S. citizens or qualified aliens.

Families must be income-eligible (household gross income at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level).
Click here for Poverty Guideline Levels for 2025.

Categorical eligibility also applies to children with an Individualized Education Program (IEP), homeless
children, and children in foster or kinship care.

How do families apply?

Please complete a PFCC Application: You can begin by filling out the Publicly Funded Child Care (PFCC)
application.

Apply Online or by Mail: You can apply online via the Ohio Benefits Self Service Portal or by printing and
submitting a paper application to your local County Agency.

Provide Required Documents: Submit documents such as proof of citizenship, income, and any categorical
eligibility information.

Where to find more information:

For families:
Visit the Ohio Department of Children and Youth (DCY)_website for

details on ECE grants for families.
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