Board Meeting Minutes
September 17, 2025, 6:30 PM

In Person: North Creek Media Center
Virtual: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440
By Phone: 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 861 5512 9440

1. Call to Order — Welcome & Introductions Cheri

Call to order at 6:34pm

Attending in person: Cheri Szcodronski, Angela Kujava, Meleny Malcolm, Jacie Velez, Stephanie Callison,
Gerry Callison, Katherine Voorhorst, Bethany Bellizzi, Lauren Terhune, Dirk Olsick, Vanessa
Calabria-Olsick, Jennie Behm, Beth Pickard, Catherine Bonnette, Eric Wilkinson, Mike Griffin, Rossie
Hutchinson, Alex Hammett, Lydia Weid, Cynthia Baker, Ruslan Pryadun, Katie Spisich, Casey Wescott,
Erika Wojcik

Attending via Zoom: Taylor Skwarczek, Liz & Stephon Fuqua

2. Previous Meeting Minutes Alex

Alex moves to approve the May 2025 meeting minutes with one change. Beth Pickard seconds. All in
favor, motion passed.

3. Guest: Amy Forehand, President, Chelsea Education Foundation

CEF was formed 35 years ago and their mission is to enhance Chelsea School District’s
education experiences by financing projects beyond the resources of the districts and by
providing scholarships to district graduates. Since 1990 CEF has raised 1.4 million dollars.
The hope is to continue increasing impact and the foundation has hope and belief that the
community can support in bigger and better ways. Grants are provided to CEF by various
non-profits, and the Chelsea community supports non-profits generously (there are
currently 40 local non-profits located in Chelsea).

Currently CEF is on a campaign to raise 51 million for an endowment that will fund grants.
One of the ways they believe they can achieve this goal is by starting an alumni association,
which operates as a committee of CEF. There is a large support network of alumni that live
locally and out of state. 20% of last year’s giving came from alumni living out of state. CEF
indicates an overall goal is to “let’s not say no”. If the district needs it, they hope to provide
it.

CEF operates with a board of 16 members. Currently there are 10 active members with
open seats to be filled.

4. President’s Report Cheri
a. PTO meeting schedule and guests


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440

Cheri presented the schedule and indicated it can always be found in the principal’s weekly
newsletter as well as on the PTO website. Ideas for future guests are welcome, please let Cheri
know.

b. Google Drive access
Available to anyone, especially those who are volunteering and or chairing an event. If someone
needs access please let Cheri know.

c. PTO event schedule, chairs/co-chairs, large expense wish list items
Cheri presented the event schedule. If you are a chair and not a board member please provide
contact information to be added to the master contact list. Please communicate requests for
large expense items for future discussion.

d. Changes to Teacher Appreciation Week
The district is doing a lot more this year to recognize all staff members in a more consistent and
cohesive manner. At a future date, there will be a meeting with building principals and
volunteers to work out details.

e. Community Wellness Day request
Marie Larson, CSD’s youth mental health coordinator, has requested the PTO do a table again
this year. Saturday, October 25th, 10am-12pm at Washington Street Center. Table with our
information, how to find us, a healthy snack, bulldog magnets. Katherine Voorhorst will
volunteer for this.

f.  Welcome Back letter to caregivers, Kiwanis Meeting
Cheri will attend a Kiwanis meeting on 9/22 at 5:30pm. Beth Pickard and son Cooper, and
Cynthia Barker and son Gus may attend as well.

5. Treasurer’s Report Rossie

a. 2025-2026 Budget
We have a healthy bank account. Last year’s money coming in was almost equivalent to money
going out. Using interest earned on CDs to purchase miscellaneous items like PTO tablecloths.
Increased a few line items for this year including Science Night, Teacher Snacks, Teacher & Staff
Holiday Gifts. Added a ‘Giveaways’ and ‘Open House Meal (August)’ line item. Teacher
appreciation budget section will remain the same amount but may be distributed differently
based on district changes.
Annual Treasurer's Report 2024-2025
PTO Budget 2024-2025 Report
Proposed Budget 2025-2026
Vanessa Calabria-Olsik moved to approve the budget. Erika Wojcik seconded. All in favor, motion
passed.

6. Communications Report Erika
a. Bulldog Jog Promotion Planning

Information on the Bulldog Jog and fundraising has been and/or will be published on our
Facebook page, website, and regular email. There is a SignUp Genius link in the weekly
principal newsletters where you can indicate your interest in helping. Please sign up and PTO
will follow up with you. To date a lot of interest has been expressed, which is great.

The Bulldog Jog funds 95% of the PTO general fund. Hoping to raise 525k via the Bulldog Jog.
Last year funds raised after expenses was 520,030. Looking for feedback as to creative
suggestions to make the fundraising efforts more fun or to exceed our intended goal.
Suggestion: QR code to send to friends/family. Post QR code in community spaces and at the
bulldog jog event. Suggestion: create a little video representing the items purchased via the PTO


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JPPT9X6QZWGWzt7z5n3dEWrp8fyVaNi8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sCdLBBRP92HAWhrj4t8s2DBY9kv9Dhpg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FC69zvgjZyVuzyPB1lqsZNtoLOEp5a-5/view?usp=sharing

that the kids love (swings, etc.). Katie Spisich says that the fifth grade leadership team would
love to do something like this. Suggestion: More daily social media posts highlighting purchases
made from bulldog jog fundraising funds. Suggestion: coin drive in the fall so not to step on toes
with the coin drives in the Spring. Perhaps do this after the bulldog jog to “top it off”.
Suggestion: have kids create art with voiceovers to be inclusive of families who prefer to keep
their children’s faces off social media.

7. Building Reports

a.

North Creek Casey

Jump Start (opportunity for Y5 and K to be in the building prior to the start of school) went great.
Open house was a huge success. Thank you PTO for the meal between PD and open house, as
well as first day back to school treat. Community meetings have started and staff does an
amazing job at this. A key space where we start implementing bucket filling.

Staff shout outs: Mrs. Rehmann (K), Mrs. Ichescho (Y5) are both grade level chairs who take on
extra responsibilities and do a great job creating a sense of community in their grade level. Two
wonderful educators.

South Meadows Katie

Hired a new third grade teacher, awesome addition to staff. Ms. Val is the school’s new
custodian after James Pearce retired last year. Andrea Cole used to be HS Principal and is now
supporting MLL (multi language learner) at the district and will be seen at North and South
more often. The whole school assembly was so fun and South introduced Portrait of a Graduate.
Rolled out new K-5 curriculum and that’s off to a great start. In this regard, it’s so great to have
teachers in this district that work so hard to grasp new curriculums. Received new walkie
upgrades and that’s been great, very excited for this. Kudos to the IT department for those.
Thank you PTO for sponsoring all our blue slip prizes, planners, folders. Teachers are eager to
submit for grants during the teacher grant window. Thank you for the snacks, dinner, all of it!

Staff shout outs: Diana Salazar (school social worker) is an amazing support for students and
staff. Mr. Rhodes (PE teacher), is excellent with his kids and interacts with them so well.

8. Post Event Committee Reports

a.

Open Houses Erika

Purchased some promotional tablecloths, open houses went well.

First Day Teacher Treat Alex

Individually packaged donuts to both schools, delivered before the start of school on the first
day.

Staff Meeting Snacks Erika

Snacks for six staff meetings throughout the year - the first was in early September.

Picture Day Katie & Meleny

Went well. A few suggestions from Meleny who assisted at North: push start time later than
8:10am since many families are still arriving. The gym seems a better space to hold photo
taking.

9. Upcoming Event Committee Reports

a.

Spirit Wear Rossie



10.

11.

12.

13.

Orders due Sept 20th, will order that day. Delivery about Sept 30/Oct 1. Would appreciate three
helpers to sort and put shirts in plastic envelopes. Won’t make a ton from this fundraiser, but
that’s ok.

. Teacher Grants Alex

One grant cycle a year. Applications open September 8th through September 27th. Teachers
submit grant requests for supplies or items that would enhance the educational experience of
their students. Teachers can submit a request for up to 5200 but are encouraged to “go big”.
Things that aren’t approved via the PTO grant request process if they exceed the budget can be
requested through CEF. Teachers are submitting requests actively and currently there are 8
requests. Will request principals to remind their staff to submit applications.

Bulldog Jog Cheri, Beth

Beth Pickard does day of coordination and happy to have all willing volunteers. A lot of logistical
items have been completed at this point. Kiwanis provides a little apple snack. We give away
water bottle stickers. This year we will have paw print medals for the fifth graders. A note
regarding fundraising and method to submit—cash and check are preferred as a lot of money
was lost last year due to GoFundMe fees.

. Transportation Appreciation Breakfast Meleny

Typically hosted in the spring. Last year we included the crossing guards (employed through the
police). Last year bus staff requested the appreciation breakfast be held in the fall versus the
spring. A lot of staff are en route to field trips in the spring and missed out on breakfast. Meleny
proposes November 12, 13, 19, 20. These dates coincide with parent-teacher conferences and
therefore the organization of the conference meals provided by the PTO. Based on discussion,
hosting both at the same time doesn’t seem to present any anticipated issues as far as
fundraising. PTO will advertise all three together for fundraising purposes and will divide up
income based on need.

Family Fun Night Cheri

PTO did not host this last year due to not having a chair. This year it’s a blank slate as far as
organization, activities to have, etc. This evening is meant to be a way to bring families,
teachers, and staff together. Vanessa Calabria-Olsick has volunteered to chair this event. There
are many volunteers on the sign-up genius that have shown interest. Date TBD in fall.

Science Night Cheri

Will be Friday, January 30th, 2026, 5:30-7:30pm at Washington Street Center. This year’s theme
is SPACE. Cheri invites groups from all over the area to participate. Looking for suggestions and
ideas from anyone who may like to participate that relates to space, planets, physics, etc.

Additional Old Business

New Business

Reminders

Spiritwear orders due September 20th

b. Bulldog Jog October 3rd

PTO Meeting October 8th at North Creek at 6:30 - TEACHER GRANT VOTE

Adjournment
7:55 PM



