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We develop students to become the best versions of themselves, so they can transform the world.

iAAME

Athletics

Superintendents’ Message

Since the start of the 2025-2026 school year in August, it has been energizing to see our students actively
engaged in learning and participating in events across the district. We are equally excited to encourage
parents and guardians to get involved in the many activities offered both on and off our campuses. In this
September issue of The MakeWaves Monthly, you’ll find highlights celebrating our students and staff, along
with information about engaging programs and upcoming events. Be sure to check the last page for October
calendar updates, a message from the Board of Education President in Board Shorts, and a reminder to
download the GSCS Mobile App. Mark your calendars and join us for events like Fall Sports, Tuesday Tours
at GSES, Canvas/PowerSchool Informational Meeting, the Sound Waves Choir - GSMS & GSHS Fall Choir
Concert, Red Ribbon Week, end of Quarter 1, Shrimp Festival activities, and e-Learning Day. We welcome
you to join our Board of Education meetings at The Wave Learning Center on the 1st (4:00pm) and 2nd
(5:00pm) Thursday of the month at 1717 East 3rd Street, Gulf Shores, AL 36542.

Arts Education

Dr. Matt Akin - Superintendent makin@gsboe.org
Dr. Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent sharrison@gsboe.org

HIGH SCHOOL VIRTUAL I,
ACADEMY Teaching &
Learning

Ly


mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
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Meet Our Student WaveMakers of the Month

Elementary School

Grade:
Area of Recogpnition:
I'm a WaveMaker because...

Middle School
Grade:
Area of Recognition:

I'm a WaveMaker because...

Will Begnaud

10th Grade

Willingness to help

I'd a WaveMaker because...
| am thrilled to nominate Will Begnaud for WaveMaker of the Month. While | was preparing my classroom ‘
over the summer, Will happened to be on campus and, without hesitation, jumped in to offer his help. f{a I
He took on the heavy lifting—literally—by moving teacher desks, tables, and even copiers back into place. He also tackled the
challenging task of organizing student desks, which had to be arranged in a specific numbered order around the room. Will
approached everything with a can-do attitude and a strong work ethic.
His help saved me hours of work—and likely a major backache! What stands out most is that he gave his time willingly during
summer break, simply to support a teacher in need. That speaks volumes about Will's dependable, respectful, and community-
focused character.
Will truly embodies what it means to be a WaveMaker!
~Nominated by Sandy Dempsey (Math Teacher)~

What is a WaveMaker? Someone who incites action or activity.
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Meet Our Staff WaveMakers of the Month

Elementary School Elementary School

I'm a WaveMaker because... I'm a WaveMaker because...

Middle School

I'm a WaveMaker because...

Sandra (Sandy) Dempsey - Math Teacher

Sandy is an exceptional educator, serving as the Math Department Chair and the unofficial-but

highly effective—staff spirit leader at Gulf Shores. Known for her boundless energy and creativity,

she transforms math lessons into dynamic, hands-on experiences where students don't just learn—

they move, create, and explore. Her passion for making every classroom moment meaningful shines through in all she does,
inspiring both students and colleagues alike.

As a newer teacher, I've especially valued Sandy’s mentorship. Her thoughtful advice, practical guidance, and timely words of
encouragement-like the simple but powerful “you've got this"—have made a lasting impact on my own teaching journey.
Sandy's leadership, enthusiasm, and unwavering dedication truly make her the heart of our school community.

~Nominated by Dr. Caroline Hamilton~

What is a WaveMaker? Someone who incites action or activity.
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Health & Wellness Athletics

Mrs. Robinson’s 5th grade class spent a beautiful afternoon
outside riding bikes together. The sun was shining, the air felt
perfect, and we laughed as we pedaled through the state park.
It was a fun way to get exercise and enjoy the day.

BATTLE OF THE BOARD TOURNAMENT
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Arts Education Teaching & Learning

The photography work by GSMS art students is truly
impressive. Their talent will be on full display at the
Baldwin County Fair —looking forward to seeing their
creativity showcased!

Week 8 = action-packed in Sports Med & Health
Science!

Students competed in a medical math relay race,
taped up hands, wrists & thumbs like pros, measured
ROM & goniometry, practiced wound care and
splinting, had our weekly outdoor brain break, and
wrapped it all up with everyone’s favorite... the
wound making lab.
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Elementary School

Pumpkin value math in Mrs. Deese‘s 1st grade class!

High School

Congratulations to the Scholars’ Bowl team who
participated in University of Mobile’s “Brain Battle.”
These awesome GSHS students faced off against
strong competitors & finished 4th of 12 teams total.

SEPTEMBER 2025

Middle School

Coach Caldwell’s PE Class wrapped up their
competitive series with an exciting game of 6-Base
Kickball! Students showed off their teamwork,
strategy, and sportsmanship while having a blast on
the field.

Virtual Academy

Virtual Academy enjoy a great field trip and end up
with a great lunch at Woodside Restaurant in the
state park.

Connect With Us! Stay informed on what'’s happening with Gulf Shores City Schools!

District/Schools Websites - Facebook - X - Instagram - You Tube - GSCS Mobile App



https://www.gsboe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
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Mrs. Klatt's 5th grade class at GSES
learned all about bike safety and
practiced riding! A little more practice
and they will be ready for the bike trails.
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Mrs. Holmes, GSMS Counselor and Katelyn
Hamilton, the GSMS Red Ribbon Leadership
Winner, attended the Baldwin County
Superintendents’ Red Ribbon Leadership Awards
Kickoff Celebration at Robertsdale First Baptist
Church, September 8, 2025. At the kickoff,
parents and family members were told how the
Red Ribbon Leaders were selected, reviewed
why the Red Ribbon Leadership Awards Program nEn RIBBON g

is an important part of prevention, given a 2 LEADER % .,
timeline of activities, information on the Ay -
community service project and guidelines as well
as yard signs to advertise the student’s
accomplishments! Congratulations again
Katelyn! We can’t wait to participate in your
project!
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Community members who may be unaware
of the city workers' tireless efforts to
maintain our school should be aware that
they are truly going above and beyond. The
flagpole at the middle school, proudly
displaying the United States flag, is
exceptionally tall, necessitating alternative
repair methods beyond standard boom
trucks. In response, our city devised an
innovative solution, utilizing the fire truck lift
to expedite repairs, thereby ensuring
continued functionality. Sincere gratitude is
expressed to Greg Canham and Justin
Stewart, and Beau Roode as well as the Gulf
Shores fire department, for their
exceptional service.

v
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ISSUE 9 SEPTEMBER 2025

SCHOOL BOARDS = SCHOOL BOARDS . v
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The Gulf Shores City School Board o e - N
received the 2025 Team Training N | v -
Achievement Award at the AASB
Fall District 1 Meeting. This honor

recognizes the Board'’s united
commitment to professional

learning and effective governance,
ensuring informed decisions and

better outcomes for students.
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Kindergarten Teachers survived
ABC Boot Camp: letters taught,
letters learned, mission
accomplished!
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NEHS at Gulf Shores Elementary
participated in Coastal Cleanup and
picked up over 20 pounds of trash!
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The 2025-2026 Logistics

Team have started at
GSES and are ready to
help lead the school with
positive, motivating, and
kind actions!

SEPTEMBER 2025
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GSMS Independent Reading Program

Gulf Shores Middle School launched a new school-wide initiative called FIN Time (Fun in Novels).
Every Monday during Homeroom, students will participate in independent reading.

This is a time for students to:

Choose a book they will enjoy
Read quietly and independently

Students can find books through myON, their teacher’s classroom library, or bring one from home (with ELA
teacher approval).

GULF SHORES

Every Monday
in Homeroom
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Join The Cheerleaders for Friday Night Football

MINI CHEERLEADER

Gulf Shores High School Mini Cheerleader Experience
The Mini Cheerleader includes admission to the game as
well as participation with the Gulf Shores Cheerleaders
during the first half of the game.

Tickets are purchased on GoFan

GAME 1- AUGUST 29TH GAME 2- SEPTEMBER 12TH GAME 3- SEPTEMBER 19TH
o [Elya I

Heads up, ASC PreK
families! Aftercare will
be closed Tuesday,
10/28 — Thursday, 10/30
for a state conference

AFTERSCHOOL
will be attending. We’ll

reopen Friday, 10/31.

This will not affect any

other grade for aftercare. from Tuesday, 10/28 - Thursday, 10/30

Thanks fOT'YOUT due to all PREK teachers attending a
understanding! state required conference.

PREK afterschool care will resume on Friday, @)
10/31. All other grades will continue as usual.
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We welcome donations to our Blessing Box in the front of GSES. You or your students may add non-perishable
items directly to our Blessing Box. Canned goods, dry goods (rice, beans, boxed dinners, pasta, etc.) or necessities

you can think of people may need are all welcomed.
Thank you so much for your ongoing generosity for our community.

Spredd Your Kindness

GSES Blessing Box

Our Blessing Box is in need of canned goods and other
non-perishable goods. The Blessing Box is located in front of the
school near the car line. You are welcome to add your items to it.

Coastal Cleanup Success

The Environmental Club at GSHS rolled up their sleeves and made waves along our shoreline!
Together, they collected trash, carefully sorted it for recycling, and left the coast looking cleaner and
healthier for the wildlife that calls it home. Every bottle, bag, and piece of debris removed helps
protect our oceans and reminds us of the impact we can make when we work as a team. Go

Dolphins! A huge thank you to all of our volunteers who gave their time and energy—you are helping
build a brighter, greener future!
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Blue Angel Experience

Our Navy JROTC cadets and the Project Smile cadets at GSHS were treated to a rare and exceptional experience
today, one that few cadets will ever have the privilege of enjoying. We chartered a ferry boat from Pensacola Bay
City Ferry Company, providing our cadets with the opportunity to spend the day on the bay in Pensacola, watching
the Blue Angels. The experience was truly awe-inspiring. The captain and crew of the ferry demonstrated
remarkable kindness and courtesy, ensuring our cadets felt valued and appreciated. For those interested in a
unique and memorable ferry excursion, we highly recommend their services. As a commemoration of their
participation, all cadets who took part in today's field trip will receive their Sea Service Ribbons during tomorrow's
uniform day.
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Cyber Cup 2025

Competing with college teams and our first time competing here. A 6th place and 13th finish for our
two teams. Congratulations to Mr. McClung and his cyber security team at GSHS! They had an
incredible day at Cyber Cup 2025! We are proud of them! Go Dolphins!

IONAL
BE]

Uniform Day for our Navy JROTC!
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Gulf Shores Starfish

Gulf Shores

Your local special needs swim team! Parents
can hop in the pool with instructors and
volunteers. Children over 8 can compete in
the Special Olympics. For more information
contact Christy below!

SWim practic®

-

unuu: ST
T ™,

il.ivjﬂ - °"V.
——

a Expert Instructors
a All Ages Welcome
0 Bodenhamer Center

a Practice Every Saturday

@ at 10:00 am

Community

Email follow us on Facebook
gulfshoresstarfish@gmail.col Gulf Shores Starfish
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Free College Application Week

nATEECOLLEGE

OCGTOBER 6-10, 2025

MONDAY, 11:00, FIRST FOCUS

Seniors have the opportunity to apply to CACC

Coastal Alabama Community College will [ @
present the application process for all students
during 1* Focus in The Tank gym.

TUESDAY, 11:00, FIRST FOCUS

Seniors have the opportunity to apply to AU

Auburn University will present the application
process for all students during 1 Focus

in The Tank gym.

WEDNESDAY, 11:00, FIRST FOCUS

Counseling Resources Presentation

Counselors will be available to discuss transcipt
requests and ACT orders for college admissions
and scholarships. Our Big Future Ambassador will
present Big Future Scholarships for all students.

OCTOBER 6-10, 2025

Free Waiver Codes Rvailable

All codes will be sent via email from the counseling
department Monday morning, October 6.

B

GSHS Website —> Quick Links — Counseling
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GSHS Cheer Youth Clinic

October 21st and 23rd
5:00 - 7:00 pm in the GSHS Gym

Scan the QR code or go to
* www.gsboe.org
* Click on QuickLinks at the top

* Go to eSchool payments

Once you are there, follow instructions on the
flyer.

Go Dolphins!

Youth Girls Basketball

Save the Dates!

Gulf Shores Youth Girls Basketball Camps are
coming up! GSCS Girls 3rd-7th grade use the

QR code to

your spot now!

Invest in the Future of Gulf Shores Women’s
Basketball!

SEPTEMBER 2025
S

GSHS CHEER

Join the GSHS cheerleaders and coaches to ¢
work on cheerleading techniques, stunts, .
tumbling, jumps, and teamwork.

OCTOBER 2157 & 23" 2025
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
GSHS Gym

Youth Night Football Game
Friday, October 24, 2025

Youth that attend will perform a
cheer with the Varsity
cheerleaders during the 1 quarter
of the October 24" Varsity
potball game.

Youth Girls Basketball League

\% %1721 Y4
October 181h,25th
November 1st

DON'T FORGET!
Water Bottle!
Tennis Shoe -

The Tank at GSHS
from 8-10 AM

SCAN HERE

For More Details Contact
kprater@gsboe.org



http://www.gsboe.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWnFueDdZdWg3MnpmazY0ZQEeuSJKNuUwhzBnjC8ZYSDAsMMZpQY6_rzbiylV_BdKadcysPttl7c7LB8B29Y_aem_65RZUmcdMqSn_hLgcc52uQ
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City of Gulf Shores Announces 2025—-2026

Junior City Council Members

The City of Gulf Shores is proud to kick off the second year of its Junior City Council Program, reaffirming its
dedication to empowering young leaders and fostering civic engagement among high school students.

This innovative program offers students in grades 10-12 a behind-the-scenes look at how local government
operates. Through monthly meetings from September to May, participants will engage with city leaders, collaborate
on community projects, and attend City Council meetings—gaining real-world experience in leadership and public
service.

This year, 17 students who live within the city limits have been selected to serve on the Junior City Council:

» Amelia Kozyuk

+ Satchel Kornegay

+ Jameson Leaman-Ferguson

* Isis Eberly

+ Graham Archer

» Maddie Mattson

+ Carson McKee

* Nora Malone

* Tres Moore

+ Ray Pepperman

+ Kayla Rose

+ Ella Sanders

+ Haven Spruiell

+ Graham Stewart

* Ana Vo

+ Amelie Walker

+ Justis Wright

Guiding the group throughout the year are teacher sponsors Ashley Watley and Owen Corcoran, who play an
essential role in mentoring the students and helping them navigate their responsibilities as Junior City Council
members.

b2
GULF,_ SHORES
el £
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Middle School Art

Congratulations to our talented Gulf Shores Middle School art students! Seventy-five students proudly placed in
the Baldwin County Fair Art Contest, bringing home an incredible 86 ribbons in total. We love the Baldwin County
Fair and are so thankful for the opportunity it gives our students to share their creativity with the community.
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K-5 Virtual Students Travel to Gulf State Park

An adventurous day for our K-5 virtual students and their families!

We kicked things off at the Gulf State Park Learning Campus, where students
explored composting and learned all about growing an organic garden

Next up — a scenic trail bike ride through the park with students and parents
soaking in nature's beauty.

To top it all off, families gathered at Woodside Café for some delicious food and
great times together.
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The Vanishing Point Global Art Competition

Congratulations to our three GSMS students who
earned Honorable Mention in The Vanishing Point
global art competition!

This is an incredible achievement, as the contest is
open to young artists worldwide. The Vanishing
Point challenges students to use their creativity as a
voice for animal conservation, celebrating the beauty
of wildlife while raising awareness of the threats they
face.

Our 7th and 8th grade GSMS art students proudly
took part, creating powerful and meaningful pieces
while learning about endangered species such as
the Western Lowland Gorilla, Snow Leopard,
California Condor, Siberian Tiger, African Forest
Elephant, Black Rhino, and Sumatran Orangutan.
We are so proud of our students for using their art to
inspire change!

Tour Extravaganza!

25 students are joining Mr. Salvant
& Mrs. Murphy for 3 days to
explore health science and
engineering programs at Auburn,
Samford, UAB, and the University
of Alabama!

So proud of our WaveMakers as
they plan for their future!



ISSUE 9 SEPTEMBER 2025
Congratulations GSHS’s Portia Hollis

Congratulations to Portia Hollis, our new Distinguished Young Woman of Baldwin County. Rounding out the top five
included: Kathleen Harris, first runner-up; Emma Kate South, second runner-up; Sadie Langham, third runner-up;
and Veronica Farlow, fourth runner-up.

In addition to the title, Portia was a preliminary winner for self-expression and also won the Bob & Sue Stanley
Spirit Award, Be Your Best Self Essay and the Community Service Award.

Other preliminary winners included: Veronica Farlow and Sadie Langham, Fitness; Emma Kate South, Self-
Expression and Interview; Kathleen Harris, Scholastics; Sadie Langham and Kathleen Harris, Talent

The Gulf Shores Thomas B. Norton Public
Library is hosting a fun community rock
painting event featuring two friendly
caterpillars, Carl and Camilla!

The challenge? See which caterpillar will
grow the longest. A huge shoutout to
Paris Ace Hardware Gulf Shores for

generously donating rocks for my
students! We are so grateful! It is safe to
say, Carl is in the lead right now... but
there’s still time to change that. Grab

some paint, decorate your rock, and
head to the library to add it to your
caterpillar of choice. | have to admit—I'm
Team Camilla all the way!
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Dolphin Dash 5K & Fun Run

DOLPRIN RASKH S

A & FunRun
— November 15, 2025

- ONE & ONLY

GSMS PTO

aWalk Run,or 1 oLYOUF Wa) into
Supporting Our School!
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Make Waves of Kindness Day

Make Waves of Kindness Day is coming on November 13th! Get your
MWOK gear so you’re ready to represent!

Make wave’ OF Kindness Kind People Are Our Kind Of People

WERE EXCITED TO INVITE YOU TO JOIN US AS A SUPPORTER OF MWOK! S

' Q\,‘E ‘%\
[/ | KINDNESS, (C) 5
WHAT YOULL RECEIVE: ( OEIKINDNESS e

A KWOK YARD SIGN PROUDLY DISPLAYED AT YOUR HOME. Department af Exceptional Education

YOUR NAME FEATURED ON THE GSCS MARQUEE FOR ALL TO SEE Wear Your Gear on Make
RECOGNITION ON THE MWOK WEBPAGE TO SHOWCASE YOUR SUPPORT. ( fienins i g )
Proud Supporters of https://makewavesofkindness2025.item rder.com)

Department of Exceptional Education

BECOME A MWOK SUPPORTER TODAY!
_gsboe.square.site/be-kind-gs
HOW TO DONATE:

SIAPLY SCAN THE QR CODE TO ACESS THE DONATION ,E i, 4 rele
STATION AND MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION ot @ i

EVERY DONATION HELPS US MAKE A GREATER INPACT fo i -

YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! [=]:315%:

GS Athletics Spirit Wear

Pre-order at the link below. Items will also
be sold at the Stadium on Game Days. GULF SHORES ATHLETICS

https:/forms.gle/qJMrqBZtpJdyQ3fo6 SPIRIT WEAR

IMAKE WRVES!



https://forms.gle/qJMrqBZtpJdyQ3fo6?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWnFueDdZdWg3MnpmazY0ZQEe_vScTEbBfG0UD1e6f--VHdLfFRx3R_VUlSWDHlCUMpny7ZzzaW8CfwArFSY_aem_0rTlTxqFDmVzH5jPm-Ly1g

ISSUE 9 10/2 BOE: Work Session (The Wave Learning Center) 4:00pm

10/7 GSCS: Canvas/PowerSchool Informational Meeting (The
. Wave Learning Center) 8:30am
10/7 GSCS: Tuesday Tour (GSES) 9:00am

10/7 GSCS: Sound Waves Choir (MS & HS Choirs Fall
Concert) 7:00pm Gulf Shores Methodist Church
. 10/9 BOE: School Board Regular Meeting ( The Wave Learning

Center) 5:00pm

C—~The ~O 10/9 GSCS: Q1 Ends (Early Dismissal 11:30)

@ 10/10 GSCS: Holiday (No School)

10/13 GSCS: E-Learning Day (Students do not attend school)
10/17 GSCS: Q1 Report Card Available

. 10/18 GSHS: ACT

10/23-31 GSCS: Red Ribbon WeekBegins

10/23 GSMS: School pictures Day

10/23 GSES: Spirit Night (Chick-fil-A) Foley

10/24 GSMS: MS Marching Band Night @ GS SportsPlex 6:30pm

SEPTEMBER 2025

Enjoy these GSCS commercials!

We Believe...

What If...

GSCS Board Meeting Round Up: Too busy to attend school board meetings, but still wanna know more? Check out

the episodes of “Board Shorts” to stay up-to-date.

Gulf Shores City Schools has a
new magazine - The Wave!
Extra copies are available in
school offices, most city offices,

the visitors center, and

District
Elementary School
Middle School

High School
Virtual Academy

Get your copy today!

Chamber of Commerce!

THEWAVE

cITY! scuom.s/

the

Gulf Shores City Schools have a new
GSCS Mobile App! Available in 10S and
Android Stores, the GSCS mobile app
will give you immediate information!
Download yours today!

Connect With Us: IMRKE WRVESI

Matt Akin - Superintendent

Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent

Sandi Harris - Office Manager

Chad Green - CSFO

Marcelina Speller - Human Resource Coordinator

Chezley Neth - Data Management & Reporting Analyst

Jason Watts - Athletic Director

Joey Drews - Director of Educational Technology & Student Support Services
Beau Roode - Director of Operations

Sonya Price - Director of Exceptional Education

Carrie Barragan Liz Corcoran - English Second Language

Tanya Hill - Child Nutrition Program Coordinator

Randall Carlisle - Student Engagement, Transportation and Safety Coordinator
Jessica Sampley - Career Tech Coordinator

Karen Pearson - District Testing Coordinator

Laura Goulden - Mental Health Coordinator

Joe McAleer -Social Media

flo X|@©



https://www.gsboe.org/board-of-education/board-shorts
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE
mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
mailto:sharris@gsboe.org
mailto:cgreen@gsboe.org
mailto:mspeller@gsboe.org
mailto:cneth@gsboe.org
mailto:jwatts@gsboe.org
mailto:jdrews@gsboe.org
mailto:broode@gsboe.org
mailto:sprice@gsboe.org
mailto:cbarragan@gsboe.org
mailto:lcorcoran@gsboe.org
mailto:thill@gsboe.org
mailto:rcarlisle@gsboe.org
mailto:jmcaleer@gsboe.org
mailto:jsampley@gsboe.org
mailto:kpearson@gsboe.org
mailto:lgoulden@gsboe.org
mailto:info@gsboe.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Dj53tShFjP8&fbclid=IwY2xjawGQQCBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVKW6KMA8oyaSjFJcb10LhQdIEh3e3SRq1-5DX6LRJOJEAjxo2DvIFlDPA_aem_WD-yGMSM7Sq8TwqGUwLs-A
http://www.apple.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
https://www.gsboe.org/
https://gses.gsboe.org/
https://gsms.gsboe.org/
https://gshs.gsboe.org/
https://gsva.gsboe.org/
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