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Navajo Code Talkers

By Lydia Lukidis

The Navajo code talkers were secret agents.
They helped the U.S. Marines fight in World War II.
They were not soldiers. They did not have
weapons. Instead, they used their native tongue.
The Navajo language became really important. It
helped create an unbreakable code.

How can language help a war? American
Marines used radios and telephones to
communicate. However, the enemy could listen

in. They could hear important information. So, the
Marines needed a secret code. It had to be something the enemy could not understand.

The military thought of using a code machine, but these would take too long. Then
Philip Johnston solved the problem. He was a civil engineer. Johnston had grown up on a
Navajo reservation. He could speak Navajo. That's how he came up with the idea of a
Navajo code. The Navajo code talkers were able to pass on messages in minutes. It would
have taken the code machine hours to do the same thing.

The Navajo language is very complicated. It is spoken orally and never written. The
language does not have an alphabet or symbols. It was perfect for a secret code. The
code talkers would send messages back and forth. Nobody else could understand these
messages.

The secret code took Navajo words. Then it connected them to things in the war. For
example, the names of different birds were used to stand for different kinds of planes. Over
400 vocabulary terms were created. An alphabet system was also used. The first letter of
a Navajo word corresponded to one of the letters in the English alphabet. For example,
the Navajo word "wol-la-chee" means ant. It stands for the letter A.

Code talking goes back to World War I when Choctaw soldiers helped the U.S. Army.
However, the Navajo code talkers were more successful. By 1945, about 540 Navajos
served as Marines. About 400 of those were code talkers. They made a big difference in

the war and helped America.
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Navajo Code Talkers

By Lydia Lukidis

1.  What contribution did the Navajo code talkers make to
the American war effort?

a. They used their civil engineering skills to operate machinery.

b. They enlisted the help of Choctaw people to serve as soldiers.

c. They used their native language as a secret code to pass along information.
d. They used weapons to fight against the enemy.

2.  Who was Philip Johnston?

3. According to the article, what was the disadvantage to using radios and telephones
during the war?

Radios and telephones were expensive.

Radios and telephones often lost their signal.

Radios and telephones were not able to be moved from place to place.
Radios and telephones gave the enemy an opportunity to listen to
important information.

a0 oo

4. How many war-related vocabulary words did the Navajo code talkers develop?

a. less than 100 b. between 250 and 500
c. between 750 and 1,000 d. more than 1,000

5. Give one example of how Navajo words were connected to things in the war.
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Navajo Code Talkers

By Lydia Lukidis

Unscramble the letters in the boxes in order to form vocabulary
words from “Navajo Code Talkers.” Write the complete word on
the line.

1. o d c e

hint: system of words, letters, and symbols used for
secret communication

hint: land set aside by the government for
Native Americans

3. |Jj N v o a a

hint: an American Indian people group of
New Mexico and Arizona

4. |d t ¢ p m i
e c ol a

hint: difficult to understand

5. | r M i n a s e

hint: members of the military who serve on land

or at sea
6. Il a h p et b a
hint: letters or symbols that make up the sounds of
a language
7. v t n aiye

hint: local, associated with a region or geographic
area

8. | n ei gn e r e

hint: a person who builds and maintains machinery
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A%

- Creativity and Self-Expression =

Engaging WiTh\visuoI arts, music, theater, and literature not only culfivates
creativity and self-expression but also enhances critical thinking and problem-
solving skills. Through artistic exploration, students learn to interpret and analyze
complex ideas, fostering a deeper understanding of cultural and historical contexts.
The arts promote coliaboration and communication, as students often work
together to create and present their artistic endeavors. Furthermore, exposure to
the arts nurtures empathy and emotional intelligence by encouraging individuals to
explore different perspectives and reflect on human experiences. Uliimately,
infegrating arts education into the curriculum cultivates well-rounded individuals
who are better equipped to navigate the complexities of the modern world and
contribute meaningfully to society.

s\ )

Directions: Answer the following question in a Short Constructed Response, including a well
writien claim, evidence fo suppori it, and reasoning that explains how the evidence you chose
supporis your claim. Then, label or highlight each part of your Short Constructed Response.

Question: is it important for students to be exposed to the arts in school? Support your response
with evidence from the fexi.

l I Claim l l Evidence , I Redasoning
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{Multiplication}

a 87 x 29 = d. The Oak Grove school district
just bought new school buses.
They bought 16 large buses that
can carry 72 students each. They
also bought 5 small buses that
can carry 32 students each. How
many fotal students can ride on
the new buses?

Show your work.

b. A schoolis putting new seats in
the auditorium. There are 18 rows
with 15 seats in each row. How
many total new seafs does the
school need to purchase?

Show your work. .
answer.

e. Complete the table.

Input Output

answer: i)
36 576

48

3 60

X ] L} Rule: Multiply by 16.
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Day 2 Gounseling

Peer pressure is when other kids your age (your peers) try to get you to do something,
good or bad, because they want you to fit in or be liked. It can be positive, like when a
friend encourages studying, or negative, like when someone pressures you to do
something risky or wrong because they think it will make you popular. You're being peer
pressured when you feel like you have to do something because everyone else is doing
it, even if you don't feel it's right for you.

P

Peer Pressure Strategies

RN

Strategy Explanation Example
OO A simple “no™ can show that youv are confident in
l Say “No” your answer. Use your body language to show that “No, thanks.”
you mean it!

0
z Give a Reason

You could also add on a reason why you don't think
it is a good idea. By giving more information,
hopefully they will understand why you are saying

“No, if we get caught, I'll be
grounded and we couldn't hang
out anymore. Let's play games

no. instead.”
G5 ORI — Repeat “no” over and over. Be consistent! Don't “No.” "No.” “No.”
back down, no matter how many times they ask. (you get it!)

Make a joke to lighten the mood.

*No thanks, | heard that makes
people turn green!”

((_ a:j Make a Joke
=

Tf}t:ha.nge the Subject

.

Start talking about something else.

“What did you guys think of the
math test this morning?”

&

Reverse the Pressure

This does NOT mean you should pressure your friend
instead! It means you should let them know that
you are not ok with them putting you in this
position.

“I thought we were good friends.
If you are going to do that, you’ll
have to find someone else to
hang out with.”

X
%7 Walk Away

You don't have to say anything. Walking away
shows confidence and bravery.

Eg% Make an Excuse

I suggest talking with your parents about this one.
What are some things that they would be ok with
you saying in these sitvations?

“I've got other plans.” or “I can't,
my parents are expecting me.”

—

&E

Avoid the Situvation

If there is a way to avoid a person or situation that
is often uncomfortable due to peer pressure, try to
stay away!

N—

@ Kindness Counts Counseling

e What are 3 strategies you would use if you are being peer pressured to do
something risky or wrong?

i

2,

3.

For extra fun: Watch a summary of Peer Pressure Gauge by Julia Cook at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=122|zbHIzLQ




