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Operation
Overlord:

The Invasion
of Northwest
Europe

By Anita Venegas

steel tank obstacles on the beach in

-Day was one of the major Pas de Calais, France, April 1944
turning points of World War ~ :
II. Did you know it began as a day. British Prime Minister Winston
battle to liberate France from the : Churchill said he slept well that
German Nazis? Its veterans are night. He believed the American
honored June 6, the day of the : forces would bring victory to
invasion. However, planning it . Europe.

took nearly two years of

Hitler expected Americans to
coordination between the Allies:

attack Europe’'s west coast.

America, France, Britain, and . His army built the Atlantic Wall
Canada. . all the way from Norway to Spain.
World War I began when : They built concrete bunkers and

Adolf Hitler invaded Poland on . shelters for heavy artillery and
September 1, 1939. Hitler then anti-aircraft weapons. Most
attacked Norway, Britain, . villagers were forced from their
Denmark, France, and others. homes while German soldiers

On December 7, 1941, Japan : moved in. The Germans promised
attacked Pearl Harbor. President to free the captured citizens if
Roosevelt declared war the next  :  they helped build. Many of the
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French quietly resisted by building
weak bunkers.

The English Channel kept land
troops from crossing in or out of
Britain. The Germans expected the
British to attack the closest point:
the Pas-de-Calais. The Allies built
a fake military base across the
channel from it, near Dover. They
built dummy aircraft and ships from
metal tubes, canvas, and empty
H0-gallon drums. They faked
explosions, flyovers, and

dummy paratroopersoverthe g june ¢, 1944, Early that
Pas-de-Calais as the invasion date

: Troops of the U.S. Army’s First Division storm
: Omaha Beach, France on June 6, 1944.

morning, thousands of paratroopers

approached. : jumped into France behind the
The beaches of Normandy are : beaches. Many were shot out

shallow. They are better suited to of the sky or drowned in flooded

wheeled vehicles than boats. Still, ' marshlands. One paratrooper’s

more than 5,000 ships were used chute got caught on a church

on D-Day. The British used an : steeple! He pretended to be dead

artificial harbor off the coast of : for two hours until he could

Gold Beach. They built it in secret  : escape.

by sinking pieces of it off their own
coast. They towed the pieces
where they needed to go before

Americans were the first to land
on the beaches of Utah and
Omaha at 6:30 a.m. Allied troops

raising them. ¢ landed a bit later on Gold, Juno,
The Allies planned the attackby i and Sword. The attacked coastline

air, land, and sea for June 5, 1944. : stretched for 50 miles (80 km). All

Cloud cover delayed the attack ; troops met with heavy German

1
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defense. Still, by nightfall the Allies
had pushed the German troops six
miles inland (about 10 km).

It was the beginning of the end
for Hitler. With tfroops fighting
on two fronts—the USSR and
Europe—he didn't have enough
soldiers to hold the line in France.
Hundreds of thousands of Allied

froops confinued to fight and dummy landing craft used as decoys
push Hitler's tfroops farther east. :  in southeastern U.K. harbors

They crossed the River Seine on ;

August 19, 1944, Germans fully fell :  continued to fight, with few

back over the river on August 30. successes. In the end, France and
That marked the end of the :  the rest of Europe were liberated.

operation. :  World War Il ended on May 8,

Hitler and the Nazi army 1945,

United Kingdom
S

English Channel

North Sea

Beach ! ;
code name Forces e gl
=

1. Uiah U.S. Yth Infantry Division
2.0maha  US. 1st and 29th Infantry °

Division
3. Gold British 50th Infantry

Division
4. Juno gﬁir;%?]rcn 3rd Infantry Normandy France
5. Sword British 3rd Infantry Division

| 42715
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Overlord

By Anita Venegas

1. Normandy is located in which country?
a. Great Britain b. Norway
c. Germany d. France

2. Why is building weak bunkers considered “quietly resisting”?

3. Why were paratroopers most important to D-Day?
a. They could be dropped behind enemy lines.
b. They kept Germans from noticing the beach forces.
c. They made Germans think the invasion was in Pas-de-Calais.
d. They were too high to be shot, unlike other Allied troops.

4. Write frue or false for each statement.
Churchill liked the eventual outcome of Pearl Harbor.
_____ Americans led the charge on three Normandy beaches.
— The Allies needed cloud cover to hide the D-Day invasion.
Fighting in the USSR had a positive effect on Allies in Europe.

D-Day was the beginning and end of the Battle of Normandy.

5. Why would the British take the time to set up a dummy base and run dummy
military trainings near Dover?
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The following terms are vocabulary words from the
article. Match the vocabulary word with its correct
definition by writing the corresponding letter on the line.

 US. parc’rroopers '

;/ in h‘ ."..

1. artillery a. soldiers trained
to leap from planes

2. ___ invasion b. organized group planning

3. ___ bunker c. firmly and officially announced
4. ___ paratroopers d. postponed; made to happen later
5. ____ delayed | e. protective structure dug partly or

fully below ground

6. liberate f. tower-like part of a building with a
sharply pointed roof

7. ____ coordination g. to free, especially from foreign control

8. ____ steeple h. unwanted, often forceful entry

9. ___ arfificial i. manmade; not natural

10. ____ declared j- weapons that shoot, especially big firearms
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Phones and School

Allowing teens o use phones in school can have several advantages. It enables quick
communication between students, parents, and teachers, which can be crucial during
emergencies or for coordinating activities. Phones can also serve as powerful educational tools,
providing access fo educational apps, research materials, and digital textbooks that enhance
learning and facilitate independent study. Furthermore, smariphones can promote digital
literacy and technological proficiency, skills that are increasingly important in today's society.
However, the drawbacks of phone use in school must also be considered. Phones can be @
distraction, tempting students to engage in social media, gaming, or texting instead of focusing
on their siudies. This can negatively impact academic performance and classroom behavior.
Moreover, concerns about cyberbullying, cheating, and inappropriate content consumption
arise when phones are not properly monitored. To strike a balance, schools may implement
clear policies regarding phone use, enforce guidelines fo minimize distractions, and educate
students about responsible phone usage in educational setfings.

Directions: Answer the following question in a Short Consirucied Response, including a well
wriiien claim, evidence o support i, and reasoning that explains how the evidence you chose
supports your claim. Then, label or highlight each part of your Short Constructed Response.

Question: Why might it be beneficial o allow teens access fo their phones during schooi?
Support your response with evidence from the fext.

i F Claim l ! Evidence l l Reasoning
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\Roundlng Deamalsj

Round each decimal number to the nearest tenth.

a. 2.54 h. O.45
b. 1.6] i .59
c. /.61 Jo 654
d. 2.98 k. 8232
e. 12.63 . 8.34
f. 11.42 m. 9.05
. .72 n. 3.02

Round each decimal number to the nearest hundredth.

a. 8.456 h. 10.502
b. 3.262 i. 6.428
e. 8.202 b 11884
d. 6.551 k. 65.102
e. 7.843 . 80.145
L, 2479 m. 0.062
g. 12.007 n. 5.607
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Author’s purpose

Reading Comprehension Worksheet

Practice

An author’s purpose is the reason for writing something.

- Sometimes the purpose is to give us information.

- Sometimes the purpose is to convince us to believe or do
something.

- Sometimes the purpose is to surprise us or make us laugh.

Sometimes an author has more than one purpose for writing.

Here are some short sections of different kinds of writing. Think about the
author’s purpose for writing each one.

The energy that drives the water cycle is heat. When heat is added to ice,
the ice melts into water. When heat is added to water, the water
evaporates, turning from liquid into gas.

1. What is the author’s purpose for writing? (There may be more than one
correct answer.)

A. to give us information
B. to convince us to believe or do something
C. to surprise us or make us laugh

If you've tried and have not won,
Never stop for crying.
All that’s great and good is done
Just by patient trying.

2. What is the author’s purpose for writing? (There may be more than one
correct answer.)

A. to give us information
B. to convince us to believe or do something
C. to surprise us or make us laugh
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When meteoroids enter the earth’s atmosphere and start to burn, they are
called meteors. They are visible from the ground, as they appear to shoot
across the sky. We call them shooting stars. Shooting stars are not stars at
all: they are meteors!

3. What is the author’s purpose for writing? (There may be more than one
correct answer.)

A. to give us information
B. to convince us to believe or do something
C. to surprise us or make us laugh

4. What is another example of something written to give us information?

5. What is another example of something to convince us to believe or do
something?

6. What is another example of something written to surprise us or make us
laugh?
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