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Student Achievement on the Rise

Each spring, Minnesota students take statewide assessments (MCAs or MTAS) in reading, math, and
science to measure progress toward academic standards. We are proud to share that South St. Paul
students showed continued growth again this year:

« Math scores rose 3.2 points overall (Kaposia +4, Middle School +2.7, High School +8.4).
- Reading scores rose 1 point overall, with notable growth at Kaposia (+4.3) and the Middle School
(+2.7).

Over the past two years, SSPPS students have gained 4.9 points in math and 5.3 points in reading, a
testament to the hard work of our students, staff, and families. This success reflects districtwide efforts,
including a new literacy curriculum grounded in the science of reading, targeted student support, and
strong collaboration among teachers, staff, and families. Together, we're building a culture of excellence
and look forward to continued growth in 2025-26. Read more on our website.
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Lincoln Center School of Excellence

Congratulations to Lincoln Center Elementary, recognized as a 2025-26
Minnesota Minnesota School of Excellence by the Minnesota Elementary School
Excellence Principals’ Association (MESPA)! This honor celebrates schools with
strong academics, inclusive cultures, and a commitment to continuous
growth. The award affirms what families and staff already know, Lincoln
is a place where achievement and belonging go hand-in-hand. Read
more here.

Educational Benefits Applications Help
Determine State Funding

While all students will receive one free breakfast and lunch each day
through the Free School Meals for Kids legislation, SSPPS still needs
you to complete or opt out of the 2025-26 Educational Benefits
Application. Completed applications determine how much funding
your child’s school receives from the state for educational programs
and other supports. In addition, qualifying families may be eligible for a
variety of discounts. Visit our website at www.sspps.org/departments/
nutrition and click on the Educational Benefits tab to complete your
application and view other discounts available to qualifying families.

Visit us at On the Road Again

South St. Paul Public Schools will be at On the Road Again October 4!
Visit us for some new SSP swag. Students from our Secondary school
store, The Stockyard, will be there from 11:00 am-3:00 pm selling
t-shirts with our new mascot. Stop by, say hi, and pick up some gear to
show your Packer Pride!

Packer Pride in Action
Academic Gold Awards

Congratulations to the students who received Academic Honor Awards this year. Academic awards are
given to students in recognition of their achievement while attending South St. Paul High School. Awards
are based on a one year cumulative grade point average (GPA) from the previous year. Read more here.

TriDistrict CAPS Design Challenge

CAPS students recently teamed up with local business partners for a

hands-on crash course in Design Thinking and Human Centered Design,
tackling real challenges and pitching innovative solutions. It was a day of
collaboration, problem-solving, and real-world learning! Read more here.

Tree Planting at Kaposia

Students at Kaposia got their hands dirty in a schoolwide tree planting
event, in partnership with the nonprofit Tree Trust. Each class got to
plant and name a tree on the school grounds. Read more here.

School Board Meeting Update

Highlights from the September 22, 2025 School Board Business Meeting.
Watch the whole meeting here.

Student School Board Representatives

Three high school student school board representatives took their oath
of office Monday evening. We're excited to welcome Chloe O'Neill,
Fenet Iresso, and Monty Whitaker. They will spend the school year as the
liaison between our students and the school board, providing input and
sharing student perspectives.

Districtwide Data Reporting

SSPPS leaders shared data on our annual accountability measures. The presentation included information
on attendance rates, MCA/MTA results, and graduation rates. They showed where numbers currently are
and what the district is doing to improve. You can view the board meeting presentation on our website.

School Board Appreciation Month

September is School Board Appreciation Month, and we would like to recognize and thank our South St.
Paul School Board members. Their leadership, vision, and dedication ensure that students and staff are
supported, challenged, and prepared for success. We deeply appreciate the countless hours they devote
to guiding our schools and serving our community.

Action Items:

+ Health Insurance Contract (2026—-2027): The School Board approved a two-year contract with
HealthPartners as the district’s health insurance provider. More information about the Health
Insurance Open Enroliment period, scheduled for late October, will be shared in the coming weeks.

« 2025 Payable 2026 Levy: The School Board approved certifying the proposed levy. A Truth in
Taxation hearing is scheduled for December 8, 2025, at 6:00 PM at City Hall.

« Transportation Contract: The School Board approved a new two-year plus two-year agreement with
Safe-Way, Inc. covering the 2025-2027 and 2027-2029 school years.

Important ltems From Past Newsletters

Athletic Events

The South St Paul Packers High School sports season is underway. While
we encourage younger Packers from the elementary and middle school to
support our Packer high school sports teams, we would also like you to be
aware of our student guidelines.

+ Elementary and Middle School students must be accompanied and sit
with a parent or guardian

+ All SSP students are expected to sit on the home side of the bleachers

+ No backpacks

- Tickets for events ($10 for adults/$5 for students) purchased online or
with credit/debit card at the gate. NO Cash Transactions.

Important Dates
Important Dates

Homecoming Week
« September 27, High School Dance- 7:30 pm (SSP Secondary)
+ September 29, Coronation- 8:00 pm (SSP Secondary Auditorium)
-+ October 1, Backyard Games- 5:00 pm (Lincoln Field, all ages welcome)
+ October 3, Hall of Fame Ceremony- 5:00 pm (SSP Secondary)
+ October 3, Homecoming Football Game- 7:00 pm (Ettinger Field)
October 16-17, No School- MEA
October 31, No School- Staff Professional Development

View the full District Calendar

ENGAGE. EDUCATE.
EMPOWER.
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