Welcome, Kennedy families, to the 2025-2026
school year!

Whether you are joining us for the first time or
returning for another amazing year, we are thrilled
to have you as part of our school community. This
year promises to be filled with learning, growing,
and making memories together. Our staff have
been working hard to prepare classrooms, plan
engaging lessons, and create safe, supportive
environments so each child can thrive and learn at
their best.

Kennedy Elementary strives to form strong
relationships with our families, which has a big
impact on your children’s learning here at school.
We hope you found our 1:1 conference information
helpful and will reach out to your child’s teacher or
the office with questions or concerns.

NEW this year: There will be one more round of
parent-teacher conferences this winter. We are not
doing fall and early spring conferences, but instead
will be holding one set of conferences this winter.
Please mark your calendars:

Parent-Teacher Conferences January 20, 22, and 27
from 3:30-7:30.

There will be many opportunities for families to
connect with their teacher outside of conferences. |
urge you to use email, Remind messages, calls, or
your child's teacher might request an in-person
meeting.

In addition to our robust classroom instruction, we
have other resources for our students to receive an
extra boost in math or reading. Your child will receive
small group instruction with a highly trained
interventionist or licensed teacher. We have a Gifted
and Talented program in all our elementary schools
at WPS. We also receive federal funding for English
Language learners, as well as a student support
specialist.

Kennedy Elementary also receives Title | funding. Title
I programming is designed to give students help in
reading and/or math based on the recommendation
of the classroom teacher and performance on
standardized tests or formal assessments. It involves
individual and/or small group help based on student
needs. The opportunity for additional instruction
increases the child's ability to succeed in reading
and/or math. Title I is staffed with caring and
licensed teachers who are committed to providing
lessons to your children that help them to more
completely understand the classroom material.

We invite you to visit Kennedy to see the wonderful
things we accomplish here. Please don't hesitate to
reach out with questions, and | ook forward to an

excellent year of learning! @v
/

Shelly Boelter, Principal \
320-214-6688, boelters@willmar.ki2.mn.us




SCHOOL-DAY ACTIVITY

REMINDER

Due to limited space and the
importance of preserving learning
time, school-aged siblings may not
be signed out to attend a Kennedy
specific school activity during the
school day. (Ex. Informance
programs, Songfest, Field Day, etc.)
Thank you for your understanding
and support!

EATING LUNCH WITH YOUR
STUDENT

CLASSROOM TREATS

At Kennedy, parents have the
option to place an order for your
students Birthday and/or
classroom celebrations. To place
an order please contact Food and
Nutrition Services at: 320-231-
8526. Orders must be placed 7
working days in advance.

You may provide birthday treats
for you students. However treats
brought in have to be Store
bought or from a licensed bakery
with ingredients listed.

We are unable to have cakes,
cupcakes and cookies are a great
option.
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Your welcome to join your student
for lunch during their assigned lunch
time. Please bring a picture ID and
Cash if you plan to eat lunch with
your student.

If you choose to bring restaurant
food for your child during the school
day, please note that students must
eat their meal during their assigned
lunch period. To minimize
disruptions to the cafeteria and
classrooms, we kindly ask that you
enjoy the meal together at the
designated tables located in the
front lobby. Thank you.
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A NOTE FROM NURSING

Please send an extra change of

of clothing with your students to
keep in their locker. This helps incase
of accidents, spills and if clothes get
soiled at Recess. We do not

provide extra clothing.
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KENNEDY REMIND APP

Be sure to download our Remind app
to keep up to date on School
announcements and activities!

Join today!

Kennedy School Code: @willkenn

VISITOR AND VOLUNTEER
POLICY

For the safety and security of all
students, we require a picture ID to
be shown before allowing
individuals to enter the building. A
picture ID is also required to be
shown at the time of signing a
student out, or when an individual is
requesting to see or speak to a
student. We DO NOT call students
down to the office after 3:00 PM.

A background check and Bully
Training is required for all volunteers.
This can be found on our school
website.
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TUDENT DATA PRIVACY
NOTICE

Willmar Public Schools uses a variety of
digital resources and tools to support student
learning. For reference purposes, we refer to
these resources and tools as “Technology
Providers,” as they are defined in Minnesota
statute. Our district takes great pride in
ensuring that student information and
academic data is protected to the highest of
standards. Our technology/teaching and
learning staff routinely evaluate providers
utilized for digital assessment, online testing,
digital curriculum resources, and digital
curriculum activities to ensure that
contractual requirements that ensure the
safety.

As a part of our ongoing process to inform
you of the safety and privacy of the data that
is held by technology providers utilized by our
district, we have made a listing of the
Technology Providers utilized within the
school district available for your review.
Included in this listing you will find the data
elements that the resource stores and utilizes
as well as the grade levels in which the
resource is authorized for use in.

Please visit: http://www.willmar.k12.mn.us/SDP
to access the current listing of Technology
Providers that we utilize.

Please reach out to Jason Hulstein by Email
hulsteinj@willmar.kl2.mn.us or phone 320-
231-8545 for additional questions regarding
specific digital tools used in classrooms, or if
you would like to arrange for an in person
appointment to inspect any of our
Technology Provider contracts.
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SCHOOLWIDE DRILLS

Kennedy staff received training in both
ALICE and SRP (Standard Response
Protocol).

The ALICE acronym is listed below and
SRP information is pictured to the right.
The basis of both safety guides is for the
adults to make informed decisions to get
themselves and students to safety.

As a school, we practice multiple fire and
lockdown drills in a year. Fire drills will be
conducted at various times throughout
the day in the hopes that adults and
students are aware of the different places
to leave the building and where the
different “safe zones” are outside.
Lockdown drills will be practiced with
students and will be focused on staying
in the room with the lights down, door
locked, and being quiet. We DO NOT use
the terminology of “active shooter”, etc.

In the event of a school emergency,
information will be sent via Remind
and/or email. It will be important to follow
the directions/information in those
communications.

ALICE RESPONSE:

A-Alert, first notification of Danger.

L-Lockdown, If evacuation is not an option

I-Inform, Communicate real time info.
C-Counter, as a last resort.

E-Evacuate, when safe to do so, run from
danger using nontraditional exits if
hecessary.
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IN AN EMERGENCY

TAKE ACTION

HOLD! In your room or area. Clear the halls.
STUDENTS ADULTS
Clear the hallways and remain in room or Close the door

area until the "All Clear” 1s announced Account for studenls and adults
Oo business as usual Do business as usual

SECURE! Get inside. Lock outside doors.
STUDENTS ADULTS

Return (o nside ot building 8nng e eryons ndoors

Do business as usual Lock outside doors
Accounl for students and adulls
Do business as usual

LOCKDOWN! Locks, lights, out of sight.
STUDENTS ADULTS
Move away Irom sighl Recover students from hallway if possibl
Maintain silence Lock (he cla=sroom door
Do nat open the door for anyone Tum out the lighls
Move awav from sight
Mainlain sience

Do nol open the door for anyone
AUCE

EVACUATE! (A location may be specified)
STUDENTS ADULTS

Leave stufi behind 1f required to Lead students to Evacualion localion

If possible, bnng your phone Account for sludents and adulls

Follow instructions Notify it missing, exira or nured sluden
or adults

SHELTER! Hazard and safety strategy.
STUDENTS ADULTS

Evacuale to shelter area Lead salely slrategy
Seal lhe room Accounl lor students and adults
Nouly it missing, extra or injured studen

Drop, cover and nal
S < or adulls
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LOCKDOWN DRILL DATES:

October 24, 2025
December 3, 2025
February 26, 2026




