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LOCATION
Bullding(s): OSMS
Classes/Grade Level(s): 6th Grade

ABOUT THE BOOK

Selection Title/Author: Dumpling Days by Grace Lin

Genre: Reallstic Fiction

Lexile Reading Level: 710
Total number of pages: 272

Book Summary

Pacy is back! The beloved heroine of The
Year of the Dog and The Year of the Rat has
returned In a brand new story. This summer,
Pacy's family is going to Talwan for an entire
month to visit family-and prepare for their
grandmother's 60th birthday celebration.
Pacy's parents have signed her up for a
Chinese painting class, and at first she's
excited, This Is a new way to explore her art
talent! But everything about the trip Is harder
than she thought it would be--she looks like
everyone else but can't speak the language,
she has trouble following the art teacher's
instructions, and it's difficult to malke friends
In her class. At least the dumplings are
deliclous..,

As the month passes by, Pacy eats chicken
feet (by accidentl), gets blessed by a fortune
teller, searches for her true Identity, and
grows closer to those who matter most.

Potentially Objectionable Content (ist ail
categorles and at least one example, referenced with a page or
chapter number)

Racial Content

e Ch 2 Main character describes being
called a Twinkle by other Talwanese
American kids- yellow on the outside and
white on the Inside,

e Ch 11 Maln character recalls a story of a
bus driver making her cry when she was
little by asking her where she was from.

e Ch 15 While her sister gets her eye
makeup done, the main character
laments the shape of their Aslan eyes,
mentioning how the boys at school used
to pull on the corners of their eyes to
make fun of her and ask If she could even
see out of them.

Romance
e Ch 15 Maln character talks about a boy
she liked In school and how her friend
sald she didn't match him because she
was Aslan.

Violence
e Ch 36 The main character's uncle shares
a fable about a time when an emperor
declared that people over 60 were
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useless and so once people turned 60
they were to be executed.

-'Bt.‘mk RevIeWB {1-2 Ilhk(s)) Nore. teacher Is not res.ddns!bf'e for broken ans

From Kitkus Reviews:

Pacy and her family travel to Talwan for ohe month to celebrate her grandmoiher‘s SOth :
birthday, giving ihis ChlnesenAmerIcan g!rl another Iens through whlch she can examlne her B
identity, i
Wheh Pacy's dad ca[ls Talwan an Is!and 6f treasuré, or bao dgo, wh!ch suunds slmllar to the :i"'i.
‘Chinese word for dumplings, she wonders—could Talwai's treasure be food? In a compah!on
-noVel to The Year ofthe ch (2006) and The Year of the Rat (2008}‘ gent!e Pai:y Is: back, i
few: Asians In het ciass. She trles hatd to fit En. Ih Talwan, she looks similar to QVeryone else; but
she doesn't speek Chinese or Talwanese, So she doesn't fit in: there elther. Pacy's mom slgns
her up for a palnt!ng class, and Pacy Is exclted. She's a good artist; surely she’ll make some
friends. But painting with a bamboo brush on rice paper Is difficult! The one talent that made =
her feel safe Is suddenly gone; Pacy doesn't know who she Is anymore or where she: balongs. 5
Luckily, there Is a lot of l6ving familly to surround her, and a'lot of Incredible food to eal '
(especially dUmpIings) This third outing Is as warmhearted as the first two.

Deftly weaving together historlcal anecdotes and simple line lllustrations, Lin once agaln
tow:has the heart of growlng up in a muiﬂcultural famliy. (Flctlon. 8- 12)

ABOUT THE CLASS

Rationale for the Literature Selection (in additlon to standards): (To be completed by the
teacher or team)

This book Is being used In 6th grade ELA as part of a cross-content ELA and soclal studies
project on the 5 themes of geography, culture, and modern countries In the Eastern Hemisphere.
Students will read the novel, and then research the country featured in the novel In preparation
for sharing what they've learned with the class. They will research the elements of the country's
culture and then they will evaluate the presentation of that culture in the novel they read.,

This book has been selected because of its setting and genre. First, It is set in @8 modern day
country in the Eastern Hemisphere, and second, It is a realistic fiction novel that allows students
to learn about a culture by reading a story set in that culture. In addition to the culture of the
country, students will be asked to describe the 5 themes of geography In relation to that specific
country, and to evaluate whether the book's author accurately and fully portrayed the culture.

The Ohio Department of Education ELA Standards (list priority standards only and
abbreviations of the maln Ideas of the priority standards) Link to Ohio's ELA Standards



e RL.6. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text,

e RL6.2 Analyze literary text development. B. Incorporate a theme and story details into an
objective summary of the text.

e RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama’s plot unfolds In a series of episodes as
well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

ALTERNATIVE TEXTS

What alternative texts would allow students to meet the same objectives?
1. Middle School: Escape to Australla by James Patterson
2, Rickshaw Girl by Mitall Perkins
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