
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello MNHS Families, 
 
Thursday, October 2nd, the district is closed for Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur also known as the Day of 
Atonement, is the holiest day in the Jewish calendar. It is a solemn day dedicated to reflection, 
repentance, and prayer, observed with fasting and asking forgiveness. Yom Kippur concludes the High 
Holy Days, offering a time for spiritual renewal and a fresh start. For those who celebrate G'mar Chatima 
Tovah. 
 
On Saturday, October 4th, join us for the 55th annual Bandarama. Schools from all over travel to 
participate in our competition. The Tiger Marching Band and Tiger Guard will perform their 2023 
program, Terror at the Cinema, which will be the first competition of the year. Spectators are in for a real 
treat with the suspense and comedy illustrated in the field show. 
 
The CCAC reminds students to register for Going Merry. Throughout the year, scholarship opportunities 
will be posted, and students can peruse their extensive national list. Scholarships and grants are helpful 
ways to fund your child’s college education. They provide you with free money that can go towards 
tuition or other educational expenses. Going Merry has thousands of national, regional, and local 
scholarships. There are also opportunities for every grade level, from freshmen to seniors. To sign up, 
have your child click here.  
 
A Scholarship announcement that is not on Going Merry has a deadline of November 14th. The 
Community's Foundation is pleased to announce new scholarship opportunities for high school seniors 
planning to attend a college or trade school next year. Please click here for the Constant Contact 
announcement with link below and take a look.   
 
In 2021, a group of students in Mrs. Gardner's 7th grade gifted homeroom at Paxon Hollow Middle 
School submitted a project proposal to a NASA Techrise Competition. Out of thousands of applicants, our 
students’ proposal was accepted. They spent countless hours preparing outside of the school day to run an 
experiment in space. The students even spent two summers collaborating to see this dream come true. In 
2022, the hope was for their project to go to space but due to delays this did not occur. Just last week, the 
students, now in 11th grade, heard that their experiment was one of twenty-four projects selected and place 
in the payload of the Blue Origin New Shepard launch. Click here to view the video of the rocket launch. 
To read more about the NASA Techrise click here. Congratulations to those involved; what an exciting 
opportunity! 
 
A few important reminders and updates:  

- Attendance: Report absences via email or phone: hsattendance@mnsd.org or 610.359.4219.  
- School Breakfast/Lunch: Click here for an important message on the district website regarding 

school lunches for the 2025-2026 school year.  
o Breakfast is free for all students 



o The National School Lunch Program application must be completed online every year. 
This application is how families qualify for free lunch. During the 2025-2026 school 
year, any student who originally qualified for reduced lunch will now receive free lunch. 
To complete the application online use the link for the school café. If you need a paper 
application, click here. Menus can also be found on the MNSD website under food 
service when the school year begins. Click here for the school café. 

- Visitors: All visitors must report to the main entrance and scan their ID through Raptor to obtain 
access to the building.  

- Sports: Click here to access sports schedules. 
  
Important Dates for October: 
9/29 – Mini-College Fair 11th and 12th grade students only 
10/2 – District Closed 
10/3 – Band, Cheerleading & Football Senior Night – Home Game – 7:00 p.m. 
10/4 – 55th Bandarama 
10/6 – Senior Portrait Retakes 
10/7 – Field Hockey Senior Night 
10/8 – Volleyball Senior Night 
10/9 – Boys Soccer – Breast Cancer Awareness Game - Wear pink 
10/13 – Boys Soccer Senior Night 
10/14 – Cross Country Senior Night 
10/14 – Girls Soccer Senior Night 
10/15 – PSAT – 9th – 11th Grade 
10/16 – PTO Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – Library 
10/23 – Junior Initiative – 11th Grade Only 
10/30 – First Renaissance Recognition Trip 
10/30 – Joint Honor Society Induction – 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Stefanie McDevitt 
Assistant Principal  
Marple Newtown High School 
 
 
 
 
District: 
 
The 2026-2027 Academic Calendar was Board approved on September 25, 2025. The full calendar can be 
found on our District’s website by clicking this link and scrolling below the 2025-2026 calendar.  
 
Schools and offices are closed on Thursday, October 2, 2025.  
 
 
 
Paxon Hollow Middle School: 
 
This past week we kicked off our PTO Fall Fundraiser at PHMS! Please be on the lookout for information 
coming home with your student, including a flyer with details and instructions on how you can help 
support our school. 
 



If your student did not bring home the flyer, you can still get started using the link below. The one-minute 
video on the site explains everything you need to know. 
 
With the holidays just around the corner, you will find more than 500 gift items available on the “Ship to 
Home” side of the store. Our popular frozen items can be found on the “Ship to School” side. Every 
purchase directly benefits all students at PHMS. 
Click here to get started and watch the video 
 
Thank you for supporting our PTO and helping us continue to provide opportunities for all of our 
students! 
 
 
 
All Elementary Schools:  
 
Fall is upon us!  Be sure to read your school’s Sunday messages thoroughly to be “in the know” about all 
the fun activities happening!  As the weather turns cooler in the morning, each school’s Lost and Found 
table starts filling up with peeled off hoodies and jackets.  Please encourage your child to check this table 
regularly. 
 
As a reminder, there is no school for students and staff on Thursday, October 2. 
  




