Susan Groesbeck
joins as director

for at least a year

by KABIR JOSHI & LIGHT DOHRN
Editors-in-Chief

The Laboratory Schools have
hired a new interim director of
schools to help guide the institu-
tion during a period of transition
while the search for a permanent
director is underway. Sue Groes-
beck officially started her role on
Sept. 2.

Dr. Groesbeck brings many de-
cades of broad and varied experi-
ence in leadership and education,
having already served as interim
director at many schools across
the country and internationally
prior to joining U-High.

Dr. Groesbeck will guide U-High
through the 2025-26 academic
year, and possibly possibly contin-
ue in that role through the 2026-27
school year if necessary.

Most recently, Dr. Groesbeck
was the head of school at Sandy
Spring Friends School in Mary-
land. She has also served as inter-
im head of school at seven other
schools in the United States and
abroad, and has experience work-
ing with students since the 1970s
and within academic administra-
tions since the *90s.

In an interview with the Mid-
way, Dr. Groesbeck highlighted her
excitement to join the Lab com-
munity and her commitment to-
ward maintaining academic excel-
lence and traditions. Her first day
was spent greeting students from
all schools throughout the Univer-
sity of Chicago campus, an expe-
rience she described as energizing
and inspiring.

“As they came in, that reminded
me why I'm here at the school,” Dr.
Groesbeck said.

She also met middle school and
Class of 2026 parents during their
first-day-of-school coffee gather-
ings, taking time to listen to their
hopes and concerns for the up-
coming year.

In her first few weeks on campus,
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HELPING HAND. Senior Miles Wilczak assists Susan Groesbeck as she steps offstage at the back-to-school assem-
bly on Sept. 3. Dr. Groesbeck brings decades of experience in leadership and education to Lab.
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| come to school every day
happy to be here, otherwise |
would be long, long retired.
— Susan Groesbeck,
interim director of schools
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Dr. Groesbeck aims to familiar-
ize herself with students and fac-
ulty through conversations, class-
room visits, and attending school
events, as doing so connects her to
the students, which she finds very
fulfilling — and although her time
at Lab is temporary, Dr. Groesbeck
hopes to leave a lasting impact by
strengthening topics that need to

VOLUNTEERING. Ninth grader Alistair MacKay-White gestures in

protest as a group of his classmates volunteer him to participate in one of

the many games featured at the first-day pep rally on Sept. 2 in Kovler

Gymnasium. The games included a sack race, student-versus-faculty tug-

of-war, mattress racing and more.

be addressed such as the ongoing
accreditation process and the Uni-
versity of Chicago review.

“There’s a university review that
will be my responsibility to dis-
seminate and interpret for my staff
here, but I have a direct reporting
relationship to the university. So
that makes my job a little differ-
ent,” Dr. Groesbeck said.

Dr. Groesbeck is yet to have a
meeting with the university to as-
sess her goals for this academic
year, but she said she will be prior-
itizing ongoing projects instead of
implementing sweeping changes.

As Lab looks to hire a permanent
director, Dr. Groesbeck intends to
be an active member of the com-
mittee that assesses potential can-
didates so that the committee can

select the best possible leader for
U-High’s future. She said her pri-
ority is to present the school in a
positive way toward the pool of po-
tential candidates.

All-school vice president Ty
Quiles, a senior, said he appreci-
ates Dr. Groesbeck’s warmth and is
excited for her to get to know the
community.

“She was willing to shout me out
in front of the whole school after a
five-minute conversation,” Ty said,
“so she is really a nice addition to
the lab environment.”

Dr. Groesbeck looks forward to
that as well.

“I come to school every day hap-
py to be here,” Dr. Groesbeck said,
“otherwise I would be long, long
retired.”

Hiring put on hold for
fourth administrator

by LIGHT DOHRN
Editor-in-Chief

The hiring for a fourth, full-time
U-High administrator, a dean of
student success, was not complet-
ed last spring as planned and has
been put on hold for the time be-
ing. The job was posted online on
Feb. 5, and three finalists visited
campus in late May.

The role was meant to focus on
tracking student academic prog-
ress, coordinating support plans
for those in need, strengthening
and supporting the advisory pro-
gram, identifying broader school-
wide trends to improve program-
ming, and working closely with the
learning and counseling depart-
ment to proactively address chal-
lenges.

U-High principal Martin Woods
said the decision not to move for-
ward with hiring was made at the
end of last school year, and that it

was not made lightly.

“That decision was made in col-
laboration with the hiring commit-
tee, and with the former director of
schools, Tori Jueds, and really just
with consideration of the number
of changes we will experience this
year,” Mr. Woods said. “I wanted to
make sure that we were in the po-
sition to welcome a new adminis-
trator. We did get some great can-
didates, but not really what we
were looking for.”

While the position is not going
to be filled in the near future, it is
in no way off the table permanent-
ly, Mr. Woods said, noting that the
administration continues to evalu-
ate the school’s needs.

“It is still very much a priority,”
Mr. Woods said, “and I think there
are more conversations we will
have this year. Who knows, per-
haps the role will evolve from what
we initially imagined.”
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Here are some of the initial
reactions or experiences that

U-High students have had

regarding the new phone ban.

“At first, | thought it was bad
because | wanted to be on my
phone a lot, but after the first
day, I've realized that it’s helped
me talk to my friends in person
more.”

— Armand Listoe, ninth grader

“I was honestly shocked
because | know that America
is not the safest country, and |
feel like having a phone would
honestly make it safer and more
comfortable for me at school.”

— Zahra Ansari, ninth grader

“I personally don’t like it because |
think it does nothing whatsoever.
They're trying to limit scrolling so
people talk more, but the people
who scroll are just gonna do it on
their computers.”

— Nikhil Unadkat, sophomore

“l understand why the phone ban
was instituted, but | think that the
way that they instituted it feels
patronizing, although | understand
that there’s not necessarily a
better way to go about it.

— Agnes Flatley, sophomore

“Honestly, | personally don’t mind
it that much. | think it makes
people socialize more. You can’t
really just put your head down on
your phone in the hallway, you
kind of gotta make small talk and
put yourself in uncomfortable
situations.”

— Mikey Skolarus, junior

“The policies feel more like they
were made for middle school
students. It’s a bit infantilizing. I'm
18 years old and they're telling me
to give them my phone.”

— Graeme MacKay-White, senior

“Especially as someone who lives
far away, | rely on my phone to
coordinate what’s going on, so
during the day it is hard to do
that.”

— Kate Ryan, senior

— compiled by Naomi Benton,
Abhay Chandran and Ellie Rosenberg

24

new ninth graders

2

new sophomores

1

new junior

— compiled by Declan Smith
and Sohana Schneider
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Meet the newcomers

Rose Malloy, writers center

Previously:

A Teacher if writing
workshops

for first-year
students at

1 UChicago

What is the biggest thing you want stu-
dents to take away from the writers cen-
ter?

I'm really interested in helping students
develop their own voice and helping them
ensure that they’re able to express both
ideas and identity through both academic
and creative writing.

What should students know about
your style of teaching/helping with es-
says?

I want to be a support for students, so I'd
love to see them at any stage or project that
they’re working through. “Writing is revi-
sion” is the cliché, right? I think writing is
not only the revision we do at the end of the
process but really the process as a whole. If
you want someone to sit down and work on
close reading a source in your history class,
if you have a lot of ideas and you need some-
one to transform that mind map into an out-
line or a more formal essay structure, if you
just want another set of eyes on your final
draft, I'd love to collaborate with students on
that process.

What are some interests/hobbies you
have outside of the writer’s center?

Historically, I've been a long-distance cy-
clist. My husband and I actually met doing a
cross-country bike ride. I've biked from Bal-
timore to Seattle and we’ve done Vancouver
down to LA and most recently we’ve been
thinking about how we can keep biking with
our two kids.

Christian Brown, college counseling

Previously:
Director of
college counseling
at Beacon

. Academy High

. School

What do you want students to take
away from the college process?

I would say I want them to take away an
experience that they build for themselves,
not one that they are told they should
have. So, like, defining success, whatever
that looks like, is definitely the thing I try
to make really clear.

What should students know about

your style of
college counsel-
ing?

It is a joyful
style of college
counseling. The
subject can be as
stressful as you
want it to be no
matter what type

M:s. Brown’s
favorite thrift
stores in Chicago:

« Hope Thrift on
the Southwest

of schools you are side
considering, and « The Green

so I try very hard Element on the
to ensure that if North side

you come into my

office feeling one

way, you come

out feeling a bit more optimistic and pos-
itive.

What are some interests/hobbies
you have outside of college counseling?

I am a really big thrifter, that’s a really
big thing for me. I call myself a runner, but
I'm not like long distance, I just do it regu-
larly, and I like to cook a lot.

LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

The Midway will strive to
increase dialog with students and
administration, build connection

Dear Midway readers,

As we begin the 101st year of the U-High
Midway, you have our sincerest thanks for
continuing to read and support the news-
paper.

This year, our primary goal is to engage
in a closer dialogue with U-High’s student
body, faculty and administration. It is our
absolute privilege and priority to reflect
your voices, tell your stories and report on
the issues that matter most to our commu-
nity.

In a time when journalists are being
threatened by censorship, political opposi-
tion and attacks on the truth itself, the Mid-
way team is choosing to lean in rather than
step back.

Student journalism, too often dismissed
as practice or play, is in fact a form of resis-
tance: it insists that young people have the
right and responsibility to speak, ask ques-
tions and demand clarity from the institu-
tions that surround them.

Part of that responsibility means being
transparent about the tools we use. The
Midway allows only limited and disclosed
uses of artificial intelligence — for exam-

ple, to help with transcription, support re-
search or summarize documents — never
to generate quotes, images, or publishable
text. Every word you read in these pages is
written, curated and edited by students. AI
will never replace the judgment, curiosity
or voice of a student journalist.

We will strive to cover stories that reflect
not only the achievements of our communi-
ty but also its tensions and contradictions.
Our commitment is, and will remain, to seek
what is true — even, and especially, when
it’s uncomfortable. The Midway will strive
throughout this year to engage as much as
possible — and more than ever — with its
audience, and we thus invite and encour-
age you to read, respond to, and challenge
us in turn. Journalism grows stronger when
readers push back, when conversations get
messy and when silence is broken.

Thank you for your support and for read-
ing the Midway.

Light Dohrn
Kabir Joshi
Sohana Schneider
Editors-in-Chief

Previously:

Matt Mettille, college counseling
College coun-

BT g v‘!
A Vit seling director

g at North Shore
Country Day
School

What do you want students to take
away from the college process?

I always hope that students — when they
leave their high school — that they feel re-
ally excited about what’s next but then also
that they feel that to get to that point they
felt really supported and that I was a good
thought partner. It’s such an exciting time,
but it’s also a big decision, so I want students
to feel that they have me to guide them every
step of the way.

What should students know about
your style of college counseling?

I would say I am very approachable and
warm, but also I think college counseling is
an interesting role where you have to strad-
dle the line of being supportive and a cheer-
leader but also very honest. I think I try as
best as I can to do that — to give students
a really honest assessment of what I think
might happen or where they should apply
because I want students to feel like I can
be an advocate for them but also give them
good information.

What are some interests/hobbies you
have outside of college counseling?

Ilike being active. I like running and doing
fitness stuff as I think it’s a good way to clear
my head. I love traveling. I went to my 50th
state this summer, which was Alabama. My
husband and I have a 2-year-old puppy that
I'm obsessed with, so I love to spend time
with my dog.

4 new faculty members
have joined high school

DeJuana Joseph, math department

Previously:
Teacher at Rolling
Meadows High
School

What is the biggest thing you want
students to take away from your class?

That math is not as challenging as they
may perceive. That they’ll see that math is
useful for everyday problems. I want them
to walk away from my class knowing that
they are mathematicians through engaging
activities, collaborative groupwork and of
course through independent practice like
homework and things like that.

What should students know about
your style of teaching?

I'm a very serious teacher. I can be in-
tense but with a twist of fun. I love to hear
students have math discourse. The more
they talk, the more they learn and hear
each other. I like to not be seen as much.
I want to hear from them more than they
hear from me.

What are some interests/hobbies
you have outside of teaching?

I am the director of ABC Children’s
Ministry at my church, and I love more
than anything to be with that group of kids
there like toddlers through 13 years old.
They are very kind and gracious, and we
have a lot in common. We are both in love
with the same savior, Jesus Christ.

Q&A compiled by Sohana Schneider
Photos by Estelle Levinson
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RECENT RIVALRY. Captain Theo Lindau, a senior, races down Jackman Field with the ball
on Aug. 29. U-High won 3-2 against Cristo Rey, who beat the Maroons last fall in the regional

final. “Last year they knocked us out so in the meeting beforehand we were all just talking

about coming back strong and we wanted to beat them pretty bad,” Theo said.
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