Upper Lake Unified School District

Transportation Services: Rules & Regulations

The State of California and school districts have established rules and regulations for the safe transportation of children.
The law states that “Pupils transported in a school bus shall be under the authority of, and responsible directly to, the
driver of the bus, and the driver shall be held responsible for the orderly conduct of the pupils while they are on the bus or
being escorted across a street or a highway.” 5 CCR 14103 The following are the rules and regulations that ALL
STUDENTS MUST abide by when riding a school bus. Riding a school bus is a privilege, not a right. Riding
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the driver or other students.

District-Wide Bus Expectations

Be Safe

Walk with caution: Use safe pedestrian skills. Choose the safest route to and from the bus stop.

Wait at the stop: Arrive early and stand at least 12 feet away from the bus. Never step into the road or
approach the bus until it has come to a full stop and the doors open.

Board carefully: Wait for the driver to invite riders to enter the bus. Enter in a single file line.

Stay seated: Students must promptly find the nearest available seat upon boarding and remain seated
at all times while the bus is in motion. If seat belts are installed, students are required by law to wear
them for the duration of the ride.

e Video surveillance: All district buses and vans are equipped with video/audio recording devices.
Tampering with this equipment is prohibited and may result in disciplinary action and/or the loss of
transportation privileges.

e TK/Kindergarten students must be met at the bus stop by an adult. If not, they will be returned to the
school for parent pickup.

Be Respectful

e Follow the driver’s directions: The driver is responsible for student safety and must be obeyed at all
times.

e Keep the bus clean: No eating, drinking, or littering. Vandalism or damage will result in financial and/or
disciplinary consequences.

e Use appropriate behavior: Keep your hands, feet, and belongings to yourself. Stay seated facing
forward. No yelling, loud talking, or disruptive behavior.
Stay inside the bus: Keep all body parts and belongings inside the bus windows and doors.
Smoke-free zones: Bus stops and buses are strictly non-smoking areas.
No illegal or dangerous items: Weapons, tobacco, alcohol, drugs, or any illegal substances are
strictly prohibited and may result in school suspension, expulsion, or legal action.

Be Responsible

Be on time: Students should arrive at least 5 minutes before their scheduled pickup time.

Respect others: Show kindness and consideration to your fellow students and the driver at all times.
Temporary bus stop requests: Notes will not be accepted for temporary bus stop changes. If you
would like your child to get off at a bus stop other than their assigned stop, you must complete a Bus



Stop Assignment and Change Form and submit it to the Site Secretary before the requested change
date. The request will be reviewed and either approved or denied prior to the requested date(s).

o Written, signed, and dated by a parent or guardian.

o Approved by the Transportation Department.

o Presented to the bus driver via the Transportation Department before boarding.

School Suspension

e Students who have been suspended from school are not eligible to be transported home on district
transportation. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to pick up their child from school or make
alternative arrangements when a school suspension occurs.

Transportation for Co-Curricular & Extracurricular Events

e Every effort will be made to provide district transportation for school-related events (e.g., games, field
trips, competitions).
e |If a student rode the bus to the event and a parent wishes to take the student home, the parent must:
o Notify the coach or activity director in person.
o Provide a signed written note with the parent/guardian's signature and phone number
confirming they are taking their child.

Violations, Appeals, and Grievance Process

e Violating bus rules may result in:
o Verbal warnings
o Assigned seats
o Suspension of bus privileges
o School disciplinary action (e.g., detention, suspension, expulsion)

e Habitual or serious offenses may result in indefinite suspension from transportation services.
e Parents/guardians may appeal transportation suspensions by contacting:

ULUSD Transportation Department
Phone: (707) 275-2338 ext. 3310

Appeal Steps:

1. A meeting will be scheduled with the Director of Transportation, the parent/guardian, and the student.
2. If needed, an additional meeting will be held with the Site Principal and Director of Transportation.

Let’s work together to ensure a safe and respectful transportation experience for all students within
the Upper Lake Unified School District.
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