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Superintendent of Schools Maria V. Navarro, Ed.D., greets a driver as they arrive at La 
Plata High School. 

We 
Care

Brick by Brick series
The Special Education office of 

Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) 
is partnering with the CCPS Parent Cen-
ter and the Special Education Citizens 
Advisory Committee (SECAC) for Brick 
by Brick, a family engagement series for 
parents of children who receive special 
education services. 

The program is available for families 
to attend in person or virtually through the 
Zoom platform. Brick by Brick offers in-
formation, events and resources for fami-
lies to stay engaged and supported. 

Families must complete a sepa-
rate registration form for each 
event. The registration form and 
more information can be found at  
www.ccboe.com. 

BSW appreciation day 
Building Service Worker Apprecia-

tion Day is Thursday, Oct. 2. 

College Fair is Oct. 8
CCPS high school juniors and seniors 

who attend will have the opportunity Oct. 
8 to learn more about colleges, universi-
ties and other post-graduate opportunities 
at the CCPS College Fair. 

Held at North Point High School, 
CCPS students will attend the fair as a 
field trip during the day, while non-CCPS 
students and parents are invited to visit 
the fair from 6 to 8 p.m., Wednesday, 
Oct. 8. Financial aid workshops led by a 
representative of the College of Southern 
Maryland (CSM) are set for 6:15 and 7:15 
p.m.

Fall chess tourney
CCPS is hosting its annual fall chess 

tournament at Thomas Stone High School 
from 8:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 25. The tournament is open and free 
to chess players in kindergarten through 
Grade 12 who live in Charles County. To 
learn more and find a registration link,  
click here. Thomas Stone is at 3785 Leon-
ardtown Road in Waldorf. 

CCPS, sheriff 
reach out to  
teen drivers

Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) and 
the Charles County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) 
continue its partnership on the We Care cam-
paign promoting safe driving practices among 
teen drivers. 

We Care has been a staple in the county for 
more than a decade. The initiative aims to raise 
awareness among young drivers about the re-
sponsibilities of driving and to prevent deaths 
and injuries on the road. 

The sheriff’s office asks drivers to obey 
speed limits, wear seat belts and not be dis-
tracted by phones while driving. The campaign 
includes assemblies and — at the start of the 
school year — the sheriff and superintendent 
visit a high school to greet student drivers as 
they arrive for the day. 

A flier promoting We Care also includes 
Maryland driving laws that teen drivers and 
their families should be aware of. Young driv-
ers between the ages of 16 and 20 are less 
experienced than other motorists on the road, 

Charles County Sheriff Troy Berry talks 
about the We Care campaign to a driver ar-
riving at La Plata High School. 

State of the Schools set virtually for Oct. 16 
Superintendent of Schools Maria V. Navarro, Ed.D., is hosting a State of the Schools 

event for parents, staff and community members at 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 16. The event will 
be virtual on Zoom. Those interested in joining must have an active Zoom account to join.

Click here to join the event.
During the event, Navarro will provide a short presentation on the state of the school sys-

tem and the Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) strategic plan. The 2025-2029 strategic 
plan includes four focal areas: student achievement and ensuring students are college and 
career ready; supporting safe and inclusive learning environments; employee recruitment and 

according to Zero Deaths Maryland, 
a website maintained by the Highway 
Safety Office of the Maryland Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

Find out more about driving laws, 
go to www.mva.maryland.gov or go to 
https://zerodeathsmd.gov/road-safety/
young-driver-safety/. 

See SCHOOLS, Page 2
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Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) re-
cently moved some high school sports games 
to Level 2 of the school system’s athletic event 
safety plan.

Effective immediately, all high school boys 
junior varsity football and boys varsity football 
games from all seven CCPS high schools will 
operate on a Level 2 of the official CCPS Ath-
letic Event Safety Plan. 

The plan is posted on the CCPS website at 
https://www.ccboe.com/students/athletics.

CCPS launched the safety plan in 2024 to 
ensure safe and enjoyable experiences for par-
ticipants at all athletic and school events. 

In light of a recent incident at a St. Charles 
High School football game, CCPS is moving to 
Level 2 for high school boys football. 

The school system has not determined 
when and if the level will be lowered.

The plan includes four levels of action re-
lated to student athletics, and typically princi-
pals determine the athletic event safety level 
for their respective school.

Level 2 of the athletics safety plan includes 
the following criteria. 

Administrators and staff will ensure at-
tendees at boys football games follow the plan 
below. Individuals who fail to comply with the 
procedures are subject to removal from the 
game site.

• Spectators must purchase a ticket on-
line using Go Fan at https://gofan.co/.

• Students at all participating schools
will be allowed to attend with proof of
an online ticket purchase along with a
valid school ID or StudentVue verifi-
cation of their current schedule.

• All other school-aged spectators must

be accompanied by a chaperone 21 
years of age or older who has pur-
chased a ticket. Chaperones are re-
quired to stay and supervise students 
for the length of their stay at the event. 

• Concession stand sales may be limited.
• Game times and dates may be changed

to help with event management.
• School-aged spectators may be sub-

ject to ID checks and must have their
student ID cards or StudentVUE ac-
counts available when attending ath-
letic events.

• Bags, backpacks, coolers, outside food
or drink, and sports equipment are not
permitted.

• Spectators who leave the stadium must
pay to re-enter. Spectator capacity and
ticket limits may apply.

• Time constraints may be enforced for
admission to the event. (i.e., schools
may publish admission deadlines).
Parents/guardians of student-athletes
may be admitted after these posted
times.

• Entrances and exits may be stag-
gered and additional security coverage
should be provided in congested areas.

• No gatherings outside of seating ar-
eas and concession stands will be al-
lowed before, during or after the event.
All spectators must be seated in the
bleachers during the event.

CCPS can lower or increase the level of the 
athletic event safety plan at any time.
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Notebook

Principal of the year 
CCPS is looking for nominees 

for its annual Principal of the Year 
award. The award honors exem-
plary leaders for not only their 
leadership, but for their commit-
ment to providing an exceptional 
learning environment for students. 
The principal chosen for the honor 
will also represent CCPS as the 
county finalist for The Washington 
Post Principal of the Year award.

For more details about the nomi-
nation process, click here. Deadline 
for submission of nominations is 2 
p.m., Nov. 25. Materials should be 
sent by email to Charvonne Hill at 
cehill@ccboe.com. 
Call 301-934-7237 with ques-tions.

Teacher of the year
CCPS is accepting nominations 

for The Washington Post and Mary-
land Teacher of the Year awards 
programs. Nominated teachers 
will be considered as honorees in 
either one or the other awards pro-
gram. Additionally, all schools and 
centers should submit one teacher 
nominee annually. The deadline 
for nominations is 2 p.m., Tuesday, 
Nov. 25. One CCPS teacher will be 
selected from the pool of nominees 
by a committee of school system 
staff to represent Charles County 
as the Charles County Teacher of 
the Year and finalist for the Mary-
land Teacher of the Year award. 
The Charles County Teacher of the 
Year announcement will be made 
by CCPS in Spring 2026.

Additional information about 
the nomination process and 
the required forms are posted 
on the MyCCPS staff section  
www.ccboe.com. Materials should 
be sent by email to Charvonne Hill at  
cehill@ccboe.com. Call 
301-934-7237 with questions.

retention; and strengthening family and commu-
nity engagement.

Participants will be able to ask questions and 
share feedback live or in the Zoom chat. The 
event will also livestream on the CCPS web-
site at www.ccboe.com. Viewers following the 
event on the CCPS website do not need to join 
the Zoom unless they want to ask questions or 
provide feedback. A Spanish interpreter will be 
present. 

A recording of the event and the pre-

Schools continued from Page 1
sentation Navarro will share will 
be posted on the CCPS website at  
www.ccboe.com following the event.

Update to spectator guidelines for hs football games

If you go
The CCPS State of the Schools vir-
tual presentation is 7 p.m., Thurs-
day, Oct. 16. Click for Zoom link. 

https://www.ccboe.com/staff/myccps/documents/employee-recognition#fs-panel-117321
https://www.ccboe.com/staff/myccps/documents/employee-recognition#fs-panel-118680
https://www.ccboe.com/staff/myccps/documents/employee-recognition#fs-panel-118680
https://www.ccboe.com/students/athletics#fs-panel-102540
https://gofan.co/
https://www.ccboe.com/
https://ccboe.zoom.us/j/88471018066?pwd=Arc6BoPp8Y7vr8kxc8kj5eQffzQ72v.1#success
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Three third-grade classes were 
judged on their reading and listen-
ing skills when three judges from 
the Charles County Circuit Court 
visited Eva Turner Elementary 
School for the Reading & Robes 
program. The program promotes 
literacy and civic education among 
children.

Judge H. Jay West, administra-
tive judge of the Charles County 
Circuit Court, and associate 
judges Donine Carrington-Martin 
and Monise A. Stephenson of the 
circuit court attended the event 
to read and speak with students 
about the importance of the judi-
cial system. The three read “Jade 
the Judge,” by Shequitta Kelly 
Joubert, to students in Turner’s 
third-grade classrooms. The story 
is of a smart 8-year-old girl with a 
big dream. She tells the story of a 
judge through her eyes.

Students Charleigh Matthews, 
Liam McKay and Amari Cary 
introduced and welcomed each 
judge in their respective class-
rooms before the reading and 
learning began.

“The neighborhood I grew up 
in is next door,” West said when 
introducing himself to Taliah Law-

son’s third-grade class. “I am very 
humbled to read to you all today.”

Students learned about the role 
and the importance of a circuit 
court judge during the visit with 
the officials. “A judge is someone 
who helps individuals with legal 
problems to help give them a legal 
solution by listening,” West said.

Stephenson mentioned how 
the role of a judge helps families 
going through the process of di-
vorce. “We help them figure out 
what will happen with their house, 
retirement money and most impor-
tantly, the children,” she said.

James Blakeney, Turner’s 
Community School coordina-
tor, organized the program at the 
school after seeing Stephenson at 
a Charles County Public Schools 
(CCPS) community resource 
event last year.

“The Reading & Robes pro-
gram promotes and reinforces 
that reading is valuable and fun,” 
Blakeney said. “The judges helped 
build motivation and positive atti-
tudes toward reading, which is key 
to literacy success.”

In each classroom, the judges 
shared personal stories, their daily 
life in the courthouse and how they 
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County judges visit Turner elementary for Reading in Robes program

Charles County Judges H. Jay West, back center, Judge Monise 
A. Stephenson and Judge Donine M. Carrington-Martin visit Eva 
Turner Elementary School for the Reading in Robes program. The 
initiative invites judges into classrooms to read aloud from books 
written by and about important figures in American law. Also pic-
tured with students is James Blakeney, back left, the Community 
School coordinator at Turner. 

spend their time outside of the 
courtroom. “I like to spend time 
with my children and husband,” 
Carrington-Martin said. “I like 
to read and go on vacation with 
my friends in the summertime.”

Students were encouraged 
to continue to listen and were 
reminded of their special place 

in the world as ones who are 
“unique, awesome and worthy 
of respect,” West said. “The en-
thusiasm of the kids is the best 
part,” he said. “There are very 
few places that you’ll find such 
enthusiasm.”

To read more about Reading 
in Robes, click here. 

Board of Education names Patterson to vacant District 4 seat 
The Board of Education of Charles County 

recently announced the selection of Bridgette Pat-
terson to fill the District 4 Board Member vacancy. 
Patterson will officially be sworn in by Clerk of 
the Circuit Court for Charles County Lisa E. Yates 
at the Board’s Oct. 27 work session. Patterson fills 
a vacant term that runs through December 2026.

Patterson was one of two qualified vacancy 
candidates that the Board interviewed last week. 
Board Chairperson Yonelle Moore Lee, Esq., said 
she and her colleagues look forward to officially 
welcoming and working with Patterson.

“The Board was fortunate to interview two 
highly qualified candidates, each bringing unique experiences, per-
spectives and a shared passion for education. After careful consider-
ation, we selected Ms. Patterson for her extensive experience serving 

military families, her strong background in budget and finance, and 
her years of work in family and community engagement. Her passion 
for advocacy and early childhood education is truly admirable, and we 
are eager to benefit from her perspective. My colleagues and I look 
forward to working with Ms. Patterson as we continue to prioritize the 
needs of Charles County’s children,” Moore Lee said.

Patterson is a business manager for Joint Base Andrews Fisher 
House. In this role, she oversees daily operations related to communi-
ty resources that serve military families, including access to equitable 
housing and other support services. 

She partners with military leaders, clinicians and other community 
stakeholders to provide safe and supportive environments for families 
in crisis. Patterson also manages fiscal responsibility, vendor partner-
ships and oversees multi-million dollar budgets and facilities support-
ing military families and is currently engaged in the fiscal year 2026 
budget approval cycle. See PATTERSON, Page 4

Bridgette 
Patterson

https://www.ccboe.com/about/public-info-media/details/~board/press-releases/post/three-local-judges-bring-reading-robes-program-to-eva-turner-elementary-school
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The Charles County public school system does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age or 
disability in its programs, activities or employment prac-
tices. For inquiries, please contact Dr. Mike Blanchard, 
Title IX/ADA/Section 504 Coordinator (students) or Ni-
kial M. Majors, Title IX/ADA/Section 504 Coordinator 
(employees/ adults), at Charles County Public Schools, 
Jesse L. Starkey Administration Building, P.O. Box 
2770, La Plata, MD 20646; 301-932-6610/301-870-
3814. For special accommodations call 301-934-7230 
or TDD 1-800-735-2258 two weeks prior to the event. 
CCPS provides nondiscriminatory equal access to 
school facilities in accordance with its Use of Facilities 
rules to designated youth groups (including, but not lim-
ited to, the Boy Scouts).

Apply for positions online at  
https://www.ccboe.com/careers. All  
teaching positions require a bachelor’s de-
gree and MSDE certification requirements.
Job openings
Student Data Technician —  Benjamin 
Stoddert Middle School, 12-month posi-
tion. High school diploma or GED required, 
with experience with Synergy preferred. 
Apply by Sept. 29. 
Community Schools and McKinney-Ven-
to Coordinator — Jesse L. Starkey Ad-
ministration Building, 12-month position. 
A master’s degree is required, along with a 
minimum of five years of experiences in the 
field of human services. Apply by Oct. 3. 
Kindergarten Teacher — Gale-Bailey El-
ementary School, 10-month position. Apply 
by Oct. 5. 
Technology Computer Analyst II — Star-
key building, 12-month position. An associ-

ate degree in information technology or re-
lated field preferred, and a minimum of one 
year’s experience or three years of techni-
cally progressive current work experience. 
Apply by Oct. 6. 
Food Service Manager — Daniel of 
St. Thomas Jenifer Elementary School, 
10-month manager. High school diploma or 
equivalent required and a minimum of three 
years of experience in food service manage-
ment. Apply by Oct. 7. 
Secretary to the Supervising Counselor 
— Starkey building, 12-month position. 
High school diploma or general education 
degree, along with at least a year of admin-
istrative/secretarial experience. Apply by 
Oct. 7. 
Building Service Worker — St. Charles 
High School, 12-month position. High 
school diploma or GED required. Position 
open until filled. 

Personnel

Community Schools Coordinator Week 
was Sept. 14 to 20. Charles County Public 
Schools (CCPS) has 14 Community Schools, 
a program that transforms a school into a 
place where educators, community mem-
bers, families and students work together 
to strengthen conditions for student learn-
ing and health development, according to 
the Coalition for Community Schools. To 
learn more about Community Schools, visit  
www.ccboe.com. 

Community Schools

Patterson                                        continued from Page 1
Patterson, a military spouse, is also an accred-

ited financial counselor with the Association for 
Financial Counseling and Planning Education. 
Prior to her role with Fisher House, Patterson 
worked with Magellan Federal in Washington, 
D.C., as a financial counselor. Her professional 
career spans more than 20 years of experience 
related to business development, fiscal manage-
ment, program operations and community advo-
cacy.

Patterson said she looks forward to serving on 
the Board and working to support Charles County 

Public Schools (CCPS) students, staff, parents 
and families.

“I am honored to serve the families of Dis-
trict 4 and contribute to the ongoing success of 
the school system. I look forward to collaborating 
with the Board, Superintendent of Schools Maria 
Navarro and community stakeholders. I am com-
mitted to helping advance policies and practices 
that empower students, support staff and engage 
families across Charles County,” Patterson said.

Patterson also led community programs 
through Blue Star Families in which she recruited 

volunteers, expanded literacy initiatives for 
children and built partnerships with schools 
and local organizations to strengthen edu-
cational opportunities for children. She also 
served as a member of the CCPS School 
Naming Committee for the newly opened 
Margaret J. Thornton Elementary School. 
She has a bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence from the University of North Carolina 
at Wilmington and a Women’s Entrepre-
neurship Certificate from Cornell Univer-
sity.

She also has certifications in Youth 
Mental Health First Aid USA, which she 
completed through CCPS, as well as Foun-
dational Skills and Relational Skills of 
Emotional Intelligence through Dr. Daniel 
Goleman’s Emotional Intelligence pro-
gram. Patterson lives in District 4 and has 
three children currently enrolled in CCPS 
with a fourth child on the waitlist for the 
prekindergarten program.

https://www.ccboe.com/departments/student-services/community-schools-program
https://www.ccboe.com/careers



