
A MINUTE TO SEE WHAT'S
HAPPENING @ NMS

Technology Fee Payment

Norwell is offering a technology fee program to repair and/or replace a broken iPad. The 
program helps replace your child's iPad quick and efficiently withing a 24 hour period. 
The fee is $50 and can be paid online.  

HEADLINES

PICTURE RE-TAKE DAY 
will be on 
Wednesday, October 
29th

Late buses started the 
week of September 15th. 
Late nights are Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
For more information about 
late buses see our websit e

?Unit y is st rengt h?  when t here is t eam work  and 
collaborat ion, wonder ful t h ings can be achieved.?    

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEEK AT A GLANCE

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
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KINDNESS CORNER

Week  at a Glance

Reading Ini t iat ive (Flex  Friday) --  -- NMS Reading Challenge.  We are 
encouraging NMS students to read more!  To help along the way, we will be 
devoting Friday Flextime to independent reading.  

Virtual  A uthor Visi ts (9/30) -- NMS has five virtual author visits hosted 
by Kwame Alexander (author of The Crossover) for the 6th grade. They will be 
reading The Crossover this fall with our ELA classes, so this is pretty 
exciting!  The first meeting is on Tuesday, September 16th @1:00PM (Literacy 
Pep Rally).

Author Study with Kwame Alexander is an interactive, virtual author visit 
series that brings Kwame Alexander and other notable authors into 
classrooms.  And while it?s fun for students, Author Study supports l iteracy 
learning goals. Most important, it celebrates the power of words and 
individual expression.  Research shows that interaction with authors boosts 
students? motivation to read and write on their own. And agentive reading 
and writing leads to higher l iteracy achievement across subject areas.

Interim/Progress Reports will be published through the Aspen Portal on 
Friday, October 3rd. Please take some time to review this information with your 
child and have a discussion about how they are progressing in each of their 
classes.

A fter School  A ctiv i t ies -- We are excited to begin our after-school offerings 
for this fall. Students can spend their time after school playing jazz, Dungeons 
and Dragons, strategic games, kickball, or participating in student government, 
community service, Investment Club, and more!  To register for one of the 
exciting after school programs, simply click on the link below and that will bring 
you to our activities page on the NMS Website. Use the link to download and 
print the registration form. Students should then bring the form and payment to 
the main office no later than October 3, 2025. After school activities will begin 
on October 7th. Activities can fi ll quickly; please submit your form as soon as 
possible. Checks should be made payable to Norwell Middle School.   

UPDATES

Pay online here

Click HERE to access the registration form for our full-year and/or 
current 6-week session activities

https://nms.norwellschools.org/our-school/late-bus-information
https://unipaygold.unibank.com/customerinfo.aspx
https://unipaygold.unibank.com/customerinfo.aspx
https://unipaygold.unibank.com/customerinfo.aspx
https://www.norwellschools.org/fs/resource-manager/view/3afb1f5a-7711-482a-92a6-7ffdcdc7523e


September

26 Peggotty Beach (8th Grade)

30 Virtual Author Visit

30 School Council 2PM

October

1 Early Release / PD 

2 Fastbridge (Math)

3 Interim Reports Due

3 PTO Mtg @ 9:15AM

7 Fastbridge / Reading

8 District-wide PTO @ 9AM

# TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Outdoor Classroom

KINDNESS CORNER

Nice Work on this bulletin
board!  Piper Gagnon, Claire 
D'Entremont & Beatriz Nogueira,
created the board & invited Cole friend Kendall Djalassi for the pic.
 
Lots of grace going around this week.  Thank you to Ben 
Zaval who invited a classmate to work in his group after 
noticing the student had some questions about what to 
do.  Thank you to Ellery Harding for sharing her soccer 
team's uniform drive with the school community(stay 
tuned for more info).  Aicha Moussabiah was recognized 
by teachers and peers as always saying hello and asking 
about how someone's day was.  And thank you to the 8th 
grade boys at lunch for being inclusive when a classmate 
didn't have a spot to sit.  

Don't forget to fi ll out the form below to give your 
friend/classmate a kindness shout-out!
NMS Acts of Kindness

CALENDAR

?Identify your 
problems but give your 
power and energy to 

solutions.?

PTO

PTO DUES -- We are requesting a contribution of $50 
per child. 100% of student dues are directly applied to 
support the school, our staff, and our students.  Learn 
more on our Website: NorwellMiddleSchoolPTO.org or on 
our Norwell Middle School PTO FacebookPage or 
Instagram!

The PTO spends an average of $68 per student each 
school year, but thanks to the annual NMS Turkey Trot 
5k (on Sunday, November 23rd), we are able to keep our 
student dues relatively low, while providing support to 
our students, staff and NMS families.
The second PTO meeting of the year is FRIDAY, October 
3rd @ 9:15am in the NMS Cafe or on ZOOM.

Veronica Carney & Ren Layne  Co-Leads

Peggotty Beach (9/26) -- 8th grade students 
explored erosion at Peggotty Beach today (Friday, Sept 
26th).

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAR_JPo_vn9qqJlRqirMazVXAVVuHB2reCOIO6e7PWS7oo2g/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAR_JPo_vn9qqJlRqirMazVXAVVuHB2reCOIO6e7PWS7oo2g/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAR_JPo_vn9qqJlRqirMazVXAVVuHB2reCOIO6e7PWS7oo2g/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAR_JPo_vn9qqJlRqirMazVXAVVuHB2reCOIO6e7PWS7oo2g/viewform?usp=header


Thank you all for joining us this afternoon to celebrate the official opening of the outdoor classroom. The idea 
of creating the outdoor classroom evolved from a conversation between John and his 8th grade ELA teacher, 
Mrs. Higgins. She had wanted an outdoor space where she could bring her classes throughout the year. John 
thought this was a great idea for his Boy Scout Eagle Scout Project. He created a plan and collaborated with 
many to bring his idea of an outdoor classroom to fruition. An important part of scouting is to learn and live 
by the Boy Scout Law which states, A Scout is: Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, 
Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and Reverent.

This outdoor classroom provides a space for learning where the Scout Law attributes that John learned can be 
followed by the students and teachers here at Norwell Middle School. The first one is being, Trustworthy- 
Students build trust with each other as they share ideas in this outdoor space, they collaborate, and take risks 
in their learning. Loyal- Just as Scouts stay true to their troop, students show loyalty to their peers and 
teachers by supporting one another?s growth. Helpful- Outdoor learning often calls for teamwork-carrying 
supplies, sharing materials, and helping classmates problem-solve. Friendly- Nature naturally invites a spirit 
of connection. Students find friendship in group projects, discussions, and shared discoveries. Courteous- The 
students have respect for the space, their teachers, and one another and can put courtesy into action. Kind- 
Caring for l iving things in an outdoor setting reinforces kindness toward both the environment and people. 
Obedient- Just as Scouts follow guidance for safety and success, students l isten to directions so the class 
functions smoothly. Cheerful- Learning outside brings joy, fresh air, and energy-making even challenges feel 
l ighter. Thrifty- Students make the most of what they have, reusing materials and caring for resources wisely. 
Brave- Outdoor learning can stretch students out of their comfort zones- speaking up, trying something new, 
or tackling challenges. Clean- Students help keep the classroom space tidy and respect the natural 
environment around them. Reverent- Time 
outdoors inspires gratitude and reflection, 
encouraging reverence for nature, learning, 
and community.

Our family and the John W. Hughan 
Foundation hope this outdoor classroom can be 
an engaging environment for students to come 
together to learn outside for years to come. We 
were so overwhelmed with the number of 
people who were will ing to dedicate time and 
resources to finalize John?s vision. Thank you 
to all who offered to help and to those who did 
help. In the program you can see the people 
and companies who were instrumental in this 
project. Each person or company played an 
important role and we are so appreciative. One 
of those people who played an important role is 
Gwenn Higgins. We would like to invite her up 
to share a few words.

Work  Hard. Be K ind.

Hughan Fami ly                          
John Hughan Outdoor Classroom



Outdoor Classroom



Outdoor Classroom



Outdoor Classroom



I?d like to thank everyone for joining us today for the opening of our middle school 
outdoor classroom.

Your presence means a lot as we celebrate this exciting new space for learning and 
growth.

We?re grateful to have such strong support from our community? thank you for being a 
part of this special moment.

John?s impact is felt all around us, and his influence will continue to shape our school, 
students, and community through the outdoor classroom we are here to open today. His 
influence lives on in the space we now have to learn, explore, and grow together.

We are deeply grateful to John for his vision and his unwavering desire to support and 
uplift those around him. His commitment to our school and community has left a lasting 
mark that will inspire thousands of students to come.

A heartfelt thank you also goes to All ison, Peter, the John Hughan Foundation, and 
everyone who worked tirelessly to bring John?s dream to l ife. Your dedication has made 
this outdoor classroom a reality, and with it, you?ve honored a truly remarkable person 
in the most meaningful way.

James Dupi l le                               
John Hughan Outdoor Classroom



Gw enn Higgins                            
John Hughan Outdoor Classroom



Author Study with Kwame Alexander is an interactive, virtual author visit series that brings 

Kwame Alexander and other notable authors into classrooms.  And while it?s fun for 

students, Author Study supports literacy learning goals. Most important, it celebrates the 

power of words and individual expression.

Aut hor  Visit s

During every 45-minute virtual live stream, students learn directly from celebrated, 

published authors. Each session includes...

- A book talk and read-aloud from a favorite book
- A brief writing craft lesson - with a handout emailed to registrants before and after
- A conversation with a special guest author (sometimes two!), with time for questions 

from students
- A live Q&A session with Kwame, taking select questions from attendees in the chat.

Research shows that in t eract ion w it h aut hors boost s st udent s? m ot ivat ion to read and 

write on their own. And agentive reading and writing leads t o higher  l i t eracy 

achievem ent  across subject areas.

A uthor Study w /  K w ame A lex anderA uthor Study w /  K w ame A lex ander

Boo Bash (10/17)



registration QR code


























	Minute 9/26/25 Parent
	Cover
	Sidebar and 2 Columns
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22


