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October 2, 2025 
No School for Students – Staff 
Development 
 
October 6, 2025 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
October 9, 2025 
Family/Teacher Conferences 
4:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
October 13, 2025 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm – 7:15pm 
 
October 16-17, 2025 
No School – State-wide Teacher 
Meetings 
 
October 20, 2025 
Portillo’s Fundraiser 
5:00pm – 8:00pm 
 
October 23, 2025 
Family/Teacher Conferences 
4:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
October 29, 2025 
Picture Retakes 
 
November 3, 2025 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
November 6, 2025 
End of First Quarter 
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As we work to create light for others, we naturally light our own way.  Mary Anne 
Radmacher 
 
Our first run with the APEX company as a fundraiser has come to a close and I want to 
send out a loud and sincere thank you to all of our community members that were able 
to donate and participate in the effort.  Murray was able to raise a total of $18,158.64.  
The money remaining after fees will be used to directly support students, teachers and 
classrooms.  I also want to thank our Murray students for getting out there and working 
to make those connections with individuals willing to contribute to the donations.  As 
the quote above states, it is the efforts put forth to light the way for others (our 
students) that in turn also lights our own way. 
On behalf of Murray…Thank you! 
 
Fall conferences are right around the corner.  Connecting with our teachers is a 
powerful way to support the growth of our students.  Sit down and have a brief 
conversation that is tailored to your child and their success at school.  Use this link to 
register for conferences - https://murray.spps.org/families/conferences  
Please reach out to Ms. Folkema with any questions at stefanie.folkema@spps.org. 
 

Conference Dates Are -  
Thursday October 9 - 4PM-7PM 

Thursday October 23 - 4PM-7PM 

 
We hope to see you all there. 
 

Enjoy this extended summer weather!  We all know what’s right around the corner in 
Minnesota. 
 

Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Carter would like to celebrate Aqsa Saha. Aqsa is 
hardworking, thoughtful, and always brings valuable contributions to class. Her positive 
attitude, enthusiasm for learning, and ability to get along with her classmates make her 
an amazing Murray Pilot! We are lucky to have her! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Williams would like to celebrate Sadail Johnson. Sadail 
is a positive leader in our classroom. He supports our classroom jobs as a Job 
Supervisor and advocates for himself and others. 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Campbell would like to celebrate Owen Anderson. In 
Computer Science, Owen is always offering to support other students with their 
learning when it comes to figuring out how the different apps we use work. He even 
has helped me figure things out as this is the first year of the SPPS Computer Science 
curriculum. He has been such a great leader and is responsible, respectful and safe 
every day. I greatly enjoy having him in class. 

 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 

Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 

 

https://murray.spps.org/families/conferences
mailto:stefanie.folkema@spps.org
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

 
 

 

Seventh Grade 
 

Social Studies with Ms. Atchison 
and Ms. Newman: 
In American Studies, 7th graders 
have begun thinking and doing the 
work of historians. We have been 
focusing on what history is, why it is 
important, and which stories are 
being told. Currently, we are studying 
the US Civil War and exploring 
multiple perspectives as we learn. 
 
Our goals for the year include 
understanding absent narratives, 
multiple perspectives, researching 
primary and secondary sources to 
learn what happened and its impact 
on us today. 
 

Eighth Grade 
 

Science with Ms. Atkinson: 
Eighth grade students are learning 
about collisions and contact forces in 
science class. We are isolating 
variables that create more damage in 
collisions. Then we will create force 
diagrams and brainstorming ways to 
reduce damage in collisions.  
 

Coding 
 

Coding with Ms. Atkinson:  
In coding class, we are working on 
two different programming platforms: 
Swift Playgrounds and Code.org. 
Students are learning the basics of 
sequencing commands into 
functions. We also are using different 
apps to show their learning like 
Keynote, Pages, Clips, and Padlet. 
 

Belwin 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Flag Football 
 

First Game Win! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 

Sixth Grade 
 

English Language Arts with Ms. 
Carter: 
This week in Readers Workshop 
students are working on building 
their reading stamina and reading 
skills. Ask your student what they are 
reading!  
 
In Writers Workshop we are 
wrapping up our first writing 
assignment: a Personal Narrative 
(i.e. a short story about a memory 
they have!). 
 
MN Studies with Ms. Atchison and 
Mr. Kareem:  
Social studies in 6th grade is 
Minnesota Studies. We start the year 
learning about the geography of our 
state, and then learn about 
Minnesota’s Indigenous Nations. 
After that, we will learn about 
Minnesota’s fur trade, treaty making, 
and our transition into statehood. 
Students will learn about Minnesota’s 
industries and our contribution to the 
United States’ Civil War. We will 
finish the year learning about various 
social movements that happened in 
our state. We use the Northern 
Lights curriculum from the Minnesota 
Historical Society. 
 
Science with Ms. Atkinson: 
In 6th grade science, we started our 
year learning about science safety 
and our routines in middle school 
science. Now we are in a unit about 
light. Students watched video about 
a one-way mirror and found 
examples of the same phenomenon 
at home. We will be moving into 
learning how we see light while 
practicing designing investigations 
and developing models of science 
phenomena.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hello Murray Families, 
 
I am working with Murray PTO to 
help provide some love, in the 
form of food and treats, to 
teachers and staff during 
conferences this year. Please 
consider donating any amount 
towards this effort. Cash and 
check donations can be given to 
Stefanie Folkema in the main 
office. To make things really 
easy, feel free to send Venmo 
donations @Anita-Severt (last 
four of phone number 8424) with 
“Murray PTO” in comment line. 
All money raised will go towards 
meals and treats for teachers and 
staff. Any remaining funds will be 
donated to Murray PTO. Thank 
you for joining me in this teacher 
appreciation effort. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anita Severt 
(6th grade family) 
 
PS- conferences are right around 
the corner, in early October. 
Please send in donations ASAP. 

 



  

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
Hi, my name is Maria Telles and I am 
the Lead Clerk here at Murray Middle 
School. I have been with St. Paul 
Public Schools since 2006. This is my 
9th year at Murray. In the past, I’ve 
worked at an elementary, high school, 
and with the District in Human 
Resources, and I would have to say 
working with middle schoolers has 
been my all-time favorite. I am super 
excited for this new school year and 
how fabulous it is going for our 
students, families, and staff. 
 
Outside of working at Murray, I am 
pretty busy with my two teenage sons. 
One just graduated high school and is 
out in the working world. I also have a 
junior in high school that loves to play 
soccer, basketball, and tennis. It 
brings me joy to be able to watch them 
play their sports. Apart from sports I 
love to spend time with family and 
friends. 
 
One thing that I think is important for 
our Murray families to know is that I 
am bi-lingual in Spanish, and I love 
using my Spanish language to help 
families, and students. 
 
Go Pilots! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
Hello, my name is Adriana Cruz- 
Trevino. I am the attendance clerk in 
the main office. This is my seventh 
year here at Murray. My favorite part 
of being at Murray is getting to know 
our students and families.  Seeing 
our student’s smiles always 
brightens my day. 
 
I have a beautiful fifth grader who is 
a ball of living energy and a 20- 
month-old son. I am an RNA, a 
registered nursing assistant. This 
allows me to take care of veterans 
during the holidays and summer. I 
am fluent in Spanish and I love to 
listen to music in Spanish. 
 
Fun fact about me. I have a tortoise.  
 
I like to spend my spare time with my 
children watching cartoons or going 
to the store and running errands. 
 
Please reach out with any Murray 
questions you may have. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Athletics 
Fall sports: Flag Football, Soccer & 
Volleyball! 
 
Practice: Monday – Thursday 
3:15 – 4:45 
 
Please register on Arbiter: 
https://students.arbitersports.com/org
anizations/st-paul-murray-middle-
school 
 

Attendance 
Student absences/tardies may be 
submitted through the parent 
campus, emailed or phoned into the 
attendance line: 
murrayattendance@spps.org 
651-744-5223  
Please state the student’s name, 
grade, date and the reason for the 
absence/tardy. 
 
Email or call each day the student is 
absent. If a phone call is made by a 
parent or legal guardian, then no 
written note is required as follow-up. 
You may also send a note with your 
child to bring to the office explaining 
their absence if you are not able to 
call. 
 
If your child needs to leave early for 
an appointment, send a note with 
your child to bring to the office that 
morning. They will then receive a 
pass to leave and be able to meet 
you in the office at the appointed 
time. A parent or legal guardian must 
come in to the office to sign the 
student out. 
 
Please remember if your child will be 
out for an extended period of time 
due to a family event, have your child 
come to the office for an ‘application 
for special leave”. 
 

Extended Day Learning 
 

Murray EDL Registration Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/st-paul-murray-middle-school
mailto:murrayattendance@spps.org
https://forms.gle/tEaeuuqX4nXZPutWA


  

 

Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner 
 

Hello, it is hard to believe it is already the end of September! We hope your middle schoolers are settling into their school 

routine. 

 

School Counselors have been going into 6-8 classrooms during quarter 1 and focusing on the topics of bullying prevention, 

harassment, mental health, coping strategies, how to access support for mental health or stress related concerns and suicide 

prevention. 

 

Please ask your middle schooler what they have been learning. 

 

Additionally, throughout the school year, middle schoolers may see potentially stressful situations on the news or hear about 

traumatic events in different communities or neighborhoods. If your child is feeling stressed or worried and needs to talk with a 

School Counselor or Social Worker, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

 

Here at Murray Middle School, we have 2 school counselors: 

• Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org – 651-243-4663 ext. 744052: Student last names A-L 

• Ms. Lisa Engelstad – lisa.engelstad@spps.org – 651-243-4663 ext. 745675: Student last names M-Z 

 
We also have 2 social workers: 

• Mr. Noah McGurran Hanson - noah.mcgurran-hanson@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 742006 

• Ms. Jessie Phillips - jessie.phillips@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 742394 

 
Lastly, we have two school-based mental health therapists, Ms. Sarah Beam and Ms. Rachel Howard. Sarah works with us 

through our partnership with ChangeInc and Rachel works with us through LifeStance. Sarah is at Murray every day, and 

Rachel is at Murray most days. Their offices are in our main office, and they do their therapy sessions during the school day in 

the school! Please connect with a Murray counselor or social worker to put in a referral for your child to work with Sarah or 

Rachel, or to talk more about therapeutic options. 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
mailto:noah.mcgurran-hanson@spps.org
mailto:jessie.phillips@spps.org


  

 



  



  

 



  

 



  

 

 

 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 


