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Safeguarding Children 

Use of Mobile Devices Policy 

 

Giggleswick Pre-school recognises that staff may need to have access to mobile phones on site 

during the working day, for example in emergency situations. Support and reference on the concerns 

with mobile technology in the Early Years has been sought from ‘Safeguarding children and protecting 

professionals in early years settings: online safety considerations’. Personal cameras are not permitted on 

the premises without prior arrangement with the Pre-school Manager.  

The concerns are mainly based around these issues: 

-Staff being distracted from their work with children 

-The use of mobile phones and technological devices around children 

-The inappropriate use of mobile phones and technological devices 

Safeguarding of pupils within the whole school and Pre-schoolsettingis paramount therefore the 

setting has implemented the following policy. 

All EYFS Policies are written in line with guidance from relevant Government EYFS 

Documentation including but not limited to: 

• Early Years Statutory Foundation Stage Framework (Sept 25) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/687105a381dd8f70f5de3ea9/EYFS_framework_for_group_and_school_based_

providers_.pdf  

• Development Matters (Sept 23) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf  
• Early Years qualification requirements and standards (Sept 25) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6870ede610d550c668de3e81/Early_years_qualification_requirements_and_sta

ndards_document_2025.pdf  

• Early Years Profile Handbook (Nov 24) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6747436ba72d7eb7f348c08b/Early_years_foundation_stage_profile_handbook

.pdf  

• KCSIE 2025 (July Version, full implementation Sept 25) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/686b94eefe1a249e937cbd2d/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2025.pdf 

• SEND Code of Practice 0-25 Years (Jan 2015m updated 2024) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7dcb85ed915d2ac884d995/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf 
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Procedures  

Mobile Devices refers to anydevice that has the capability of taking photographs or connecting to the 

internet. Smart watches must not be used to receive communications when working with the 

chidlren. Smart watches must not be used as a camera whilst on the School campus.  

GiggleswickJunior School allows staff to bring mobile phones into work for their own personal use; 

however, they must only be used during non-contact with children.  

Pre-school staffmust keep personal devices in the staff lockers at all other times and must never be 

used in a room where any children are or have access to. If staff need to make an emergency call, 

they must do so in the Pre-school office or GJS staff room. 

Staff are allowed to use their mobile phones or technological devices in the staffroom or office during 

breaks and non-contact time. Use around the campus must be restricted to safeguard pupils and to 

encourage appropriate use by pupils.  

Staff who ignore the school policy will be held to account.  

The school’s main telephone number can be used for emergencies by staff or volunteers or by people 

who need to contact them. 

Staff must ensure that there is no inappropriate or illegal content on the device. Where there is a 

suspicion that the material on a mobile phone or technological device may be unsuitable and may 

constitute evidence relating to a criminal offenceThe Head of the Junior School and DSL will take 

action according to Safeguarding Procedures. 

In circumstances such as outings and off-site visits, if the school mobile phone is unavailable for use, 

it is acceptable for staff to use their own phone for emergency or school related calls only.   

Personal mobile technology may not be used to take photographs anywhere within the school 

grounds. There are digital cameras/tablet devices available within the Pre-school and only these 

should be used to record visual information.  

Only cameras and technological devices belonging to the setting are used to take appropriate and 

relevant images of children whilst in setting.The settings mobile device must only be used for work 

related matters. The Pre-school mobile devices are only used where at least one other staff member 

is present. Photos will not be taken of children in the toilet area. Photos may be taken of children 

washing and drying hands to promote learning.  

It is not appropriate to take photographs of bruising or injuries on a child for child protection 

concerns. All staff are aware that staff must use the logging concern form and body map to record 

factual observations relating to child protection concerns.  



3 
 

Any Pre-school mobile devices should not be taken off the premise without prior permission other 

than outings. 

Promotional Photography 

From time to time photographs of children participating in school activities will be taken for 

marketing purposes. The photographer will be accompanied by a member of staff at all times whilst 

taking photographs.  

All parents must complete a written consent for Photography and Publicity when joining the Pre-

school. For any changes to consent, parents must inform the Nursery Manager, and a new form 

completed. The Consent for Photography and Publicity Formcan be found as part of the online joining 

pack.  

Use of mobile phones for volunteers and visitors 

At their first visit, volunteers and visitors are given information informing them they are not 

permitted to use personal mobile phones/cameras on the premises. If they wish to make or take an 

emergency call, they may use the school office.  

Neither volunteers nor visitors are permitted to take photographs or recordings of the children 

without permission.  

At Pre-school events (e.g. concerts, sports day), parents are reminded that any photos taken of their 

own children are for their use only and should not be uploaded onto social media. 

Related policies 

Taking, Storing and Using Images of Children Policy 

Safeguarding Policy 

Visitors’ Policy 

Staff Code of Conduct and Contact with Pupils 

Whistleblowing Policy 

Safeguarding children and protecting professionals in early years settings: online safety considerations 

 

Reviewed by   C B Shuttleworth, Pre-school Manager 

Review period:  Annual 

Updated:   August 2025 

Next review date:  August 2026 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-and-protecting-professionals-in-early-years-settings-online-safety-considerations

