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Darien Public Schools is committed to providing a safe
environment for students and staff. In the event of an emergency,
it is important for students and staff to be familiar with the way
the District prevents and manages emergencies. This guide
outlines key information and terms that are helpful to know in the
event of an emergency situation.



How to respond to a wide
range of emergencies?

Schools are required to engage in comprehensive emergency planning, training and drills
to prepare for and manage emergencies in their buildings. Emergencies may include
facility failures such as a gas leak, accidents, medical emergencies, severe weather or an

intruder in the school. The following protocols may be used individually or in conjunction
with one another to respond to a wide range of critical incidents.
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How will the District keep lines of communication open with
Staff and Students?

The District will provide ongoing information regarding the event, including specific instructions for
parent/student reunification, if necessary. When/If it safe to do so, students and staff are encouraged to monitor
phones and email regularly. Updates may also be posted on the following:

For Staff: For Students

School Messenger, or email or phone calls School Messenger, or email or phone calls

What are the daily security measures students
and staff should be aware of?

° Standard operating safety procedures require all exterior doors to be locked at all times.

° All visitors to our schools must enter through the main entrance of each school and provide a
government issued photo ID, which will be scanned into a Visitor Management System.

° All visitors are required to wear a school visitor pass which will bear their photo.

° Staff are required to wear their District issued photo ID while on campus.

° High School students are required to carry and be able to produce their District issued photo
ID while on campus.

° Our District uses the ALERTUS emergency notification system and we have direct
communication with the Darien Police Department.

° Based on the needs of our students each of our schools creates an individualized safety plan
for students whose behavioral needs (e.g. elopement, etc.) may require careful planning and
response.

° Our District encourages the use of the Anonymous Alerts incident reporting system.

° If law enforcement officials (local, state or federal) unexpectedly arrive at one of our schools,
the officials will be asked to wait outside the school. The Superintendent and/or the Director of
Security will go to the school to assist. Without a valid judicial warrant, or consent from school
officials, or an emergency, law enforcement (including ICE agents) are not permitted to enter
non-public areas inside a school building or be on school grounds.

° Due to our District’s commitment to safety & security, we have specially vetted and trained
Darien Police Department School Resource Officers at our high school and middle school. In
addition, we have Armed School Security Officers who are specially trained, vetted and retired
law enforcement officers at each of our five elementary schools.

° For more information on our District’s commitment to safety & security, please visit: Darien
Public Schools Safety & Security

° Our District wants all students, parents, and staff to feel comfortable reporting suspicious
behavior. If you overhear something that is a threat or potential threat to our schools, notice
strange behaviors, or see a concerning post on social media, please say something. Identifying,
reporting, and addressing safety concerns enhances safety. To report an imminent threat, call
911, or for routine matters contact the Darien Police Department at 203-662-5300.


https://www.darienps.org/district-information/departments/safety-and-security-clone
https://www.darienps.org/district-information/departments/safety-and-security-clone

Darien Public Schools take emergency preparedness very seriously. The District uses the latest
technology to keep students, staff and visitors safe. Our District has armed school security officers,
Darien PD School Resource Officers, and campus monitors. We work closely with the Darien Police
Department, fire department and EMS so that our schools are ready to respond in the event of an
emergency. Each school conducts several drills (fire, lockdown, shelter-in-place) throughout the
school year to help students and staff become familiar with emergency procedures. The District's
Emergency Response Plan and building level plans are reviewed and updated annually. If you have
further questions, please contact the District’s Director of Security & Safety, Leon Krolikowski at
lkrolikowski@darienps.org

Darien Public Schools
35 Leroy Avenue
Darien, CT 06820

(203) 656-7400
www.darienps.org
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