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 Thank You to the AMSB PTSO: AMSB extends its gratitude to the PTSO for providing a warm 

welcome to staff and students this year. Over the summer, the PTSO partnered with AMSB 

administration to plan back-to-school activities and provided lunch and snacks for teachers during 

professional development days.  

  

Platt/Nonnewaug/ECA Presentation: On September 24, 2025, representatives from Platt Technical 

High School, Nonnewaug High School, and the Educational Center for the Arts (ECA) visited AMSB to 

speak with 8th graders about local high school options. The presentation was held in the gymnasium 

during Academic Success. Similar visits are scheduled for AMSO.  

  

Unified Sports and Theater Schedule: Amity Transition Academy (ATA), with support from the 

Albertus Magnus Athletic Department, will host its annual Fall Collegiate Unified Sports Soccer 

Tournament on October 17, 2025, at the Albertus Magnus College Soccer Stadium. Unified Theater is 

also returning to ARHS, led by Ms. Collins and Ms. John. This after-school club brings together special 

education and general education students to prepare for a musical and/or theatrical performance in late 

Winter 2026. Unified Sports at ARHS will once again be led by Wendy Carrafiello and Alli Tucker. The 

season begins the first week of October, with a home tournament scheduled for October 15, 2025, and an 

away tournament on November 6, 2025. The team will practice weekly on Wednesdays.  

  

Search Institute Developmental Relationship Framework: Small groups of high school teachers 

engaged in a professional learning workshop introducing the Search Institute’s Developmental 

Relationships Framework (DRF). The training emphasized how intentional relationship-building fosters 

trust, inclusion, and meaningful learning environments for all students. Work with the DRF aligns with 

the district’s strategic plan, school climate plans, and this year’s high school theme, One Heart, One 

Mind, One Amity. In the coming weeks, AMSO and AMSB will participate in the same learning 

experience.  

  

Senior Sunrise: On September 12, 2025, ARHS seniors began the day with Senior Sunrise, an informal 

gathering for the Class of 2026 to watch the sunrise together before school. The event was held at the 

tennis courts from 6:40-7:20 a.m., and approximately 200 seniors attended.  

  

Freshman Tailgate: Also on September 12, 2025, ARHS hosted the annual Freshman Tailgate prior to 

the first home football game. This free event for all 9th graders, hosted by Link Crew, featured food, 

music, and games on the practice field next to the sports stadium from 6:00–7:00 p.m. Afterward, the 9th 

graders attended the football game free of charge. This event is a great way for the newest ARHS students 

to get involved in school life, and most of the Class of 2029 participated.  

  

CT School Climate Policy: Comprehensive implementation of the newly adopted school climate policy 

is underway at all three schools. The primary focus has been on realigning school climate committees in 

accordance with the policy’s provisions. Committees have begun developing climate improvement plans 

and structuring themselves under the revised guidelines. All three buildings are on track to finalize their 

plans by December 2025.   
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Chinese I Unit 1 

Grade/Subject 9-12/Chinese I

Unit Title First Impressions 

Overview of Unit This unit includes three concepts: Getting to Know China and the Chinese Language, An Introduction to Chinese Names, 
and Introducing Yourself and Your Family in Chinese  

Pacing 9-10 weeks

ACTFL Performance 
Target 

Novice mid 

 Background Information For The Teacher (Unit Overview) 

Rationale: Students will get a basic understanding of China, and its culture and build an introductory foundation of learning the Chinese language. 
This introduction to Chinese not only focuses on the language but also introduces the students to a different and unique culture. With this 
knowledge, students will open a new door to a different world, where they will learn how to introduce themselves in Chinese and learn how to ask 
and answer questions in Chinese about family, pets, and interests. 

Key Learning/Big Ideas: 

● An in-depth introduction to China, Chinese language, and culture.

● Learn the difference between a Chinese name and an English name.

1  
© All Rights Reserved Region 5 Public Schools   
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Chinese I Unit 1 
● Talk about themselves, family members, and pets.

Essential Questions 

Essential Questions 
● How does learning a new language help us understand and appreciate a different culture?
● How can we use language to share information about ourselves, our families, and our interests?

● What can the way people introduce themselves teach us about their cultural identity?

● Why is it important to understand cultural perspectives when learning a language?

 Core Content Standards 

Content Specific 
Standards 

● Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written
conversations to share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions.

● Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a
variety of topics.

● Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, persuade,
and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers,
or viewers.

● Connections: Learners connect with other disciplines and acquire information and diverse perspectives in order to
use the language to function in academic- and career-related situations.

2  
© All Rights Reserved Region 5 Public Schools   
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Chinese I Unit 1 
●​ Cultures: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship between the practices 

and perspectives of the cultures studied. 
 

CT Core Literacy 
Standards (non-ELA) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.5 

Portrait of the 
Graduate 

Characteristics 
 

 
●​ Collaborator 
●​ Communicator 
●​ Empathizer 
●​ Problem Solver 
●​ Planner 

 

“CAN DO” Statements 

Interpretive ●​ I can identify some basic facts from memorized or familiar words and phrases when they are supported 
by gestures or visuals in informational texts. 

Presentational ●​ I can present information about myself, my interests, and my activities using a mixture of practiced or 
memorized words, phrases,s, and simple sentences 

●​ I can express my likes and dislikes on very familiar and everyday topics of interest, using a mixture of 
practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences 

●​ I can present on very familiar and everyday topics using a mixture of practiced or memorized words, 
phrases, and simple sentences. 

3  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
Interpersonal ●​ I can request and provide information by asking and answering a few simple questions on very familiar 

and everyday topics, using a mixture of practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences. 
●​ I can express basic needs related to familiar and everyday activities, using a mixture of practiced or 

memorized words, phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 
●​ I can express my own preferences or feelings and react to those of others, using a mixture of practiced 

or memorized words, phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 

 

 

K-U-D 

UNDERSTANDS 

Students will understand that : 

●​ Learning about a very different culture takes an open mind as in the beginning, you will filter another culture's differences through 

your own beliefs. Until you begin to understand another’s culture, it is hard to know why they do things differently than you do. 

●​ When learning a Language, (or anything new), one needs to be devoted, focused, and disciplined, yet not too hard on oneself as 

many mistakes will be made in the beginning.   
●​ The ability to communicate with people in different languages opens the door to their cultural way of life and thinking  

 

KNOW DO 

4  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
  

●     Basic word order 

●      Chinese characters 

●      Pinyin 

●      The structure of simple Chinese sentences 

●      Some words and phrases for the classroom 

●      Simple descriptions of families 

●      When others talk about their likes and dislikes   

●      The question word: 吗 

●      Negative word : 不 

●      Indicating possession word: 的 

●      Using questions words such as 什么 

●      Expressing having : 有； and not having : 没有 

●      Using connecting words 和， 也 

●      Using measure words such as 个 

●      Asking questions using A 不 A pattern 

●      Expression degree : 很, 不太， and 不 

●      Measure words for animals : 只， 条， 匹 

 

●      Greet someone in Chinese. 

●      Create simple sentences in Chinese 

●      Understand some words and phrases for the classroom 

●      Write the numbers one through ten in Chinese characters 

●      Tell others your name 

●      Ask for someone’s name 

●      Say that something belongs to someone 

●      Respond to “ what” and “who” questions 

●      Express that you have or do not have something 

●      Ask and answer questions about family members 

●      Express how many siblings and pets you have 

●      Talk about likes and dislikes 

●​ Use different measure words to talk about people and 

animals 

●​ Discuss the family structures in China and those in America. 

●​ Discuss the history of the Chinese last names. 

●​ Write simple Chinese Calligraphy. 

●​ Recognize Chinese Zodiac signs. 

 

Common Student Misconceptions for this Unit 

5  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
Students might mistakenly believe:  
 

●​ The basic word order for a sentence in English is the same: a subject, followed by a verb, and an object. However, in some of the Chinese 
sentences, the verb form is not required. For example: When people ask you “ How are you?” the answer is “ I am good” In Chinese we say “ 
我很好( wo hen hao.)! ”which translates as “ I am very good”. There is no verb in the sentence, but it is a correct sentence in Chinese.  

●​ that these characters are the same: 几，九，八， 儿  
●​ that words can simply be spelled out in Chinese as in English. 
●​ (Learning ) 
●​ that in China last name comes first, and first name comes last. 
●​ that in China the family structures are the same as those in the U.S. 
●​ that the way family members are addressed in China is the same as how they are addressed in the U.S. 

 
 
 
 

 

Unit Assessment 

Performance Assessment  Other   

Unit 1: Integrated Performance Assessment 

 

Task Overview: A group of exchange students from China is coming to your 

school. Your teacher has asked you to be a student guide, or 学生向导 

●​ Chapter 1 Worksheets 

●​ Chapter 1 AssessmentBank 

●​ Chapter 2 assessment bank 

●​ Chapter 2 Worksheets 

6  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
(xiàngdǎo), for one of the students. The following tasks will help you 

prepare for this visit.  

 

Student Directions:   

Interpretive Task  

Learn about the exchange students by reading their self-introductions.  

Presentational TaskChoose an exchange student and prepare to be their 学
生向导 (xiàngdǎo) by writing a letter of self-introduction to him or her. 

Interpersonal Task  

Play a guessing game with a partner. Try to figure out which exchange 

student your partner has chosen before your partner figures out which 

exchange student you have chosen! 

Unit 1 IPA 

 

WL Rubrics : https://amityregion5.schoology.com/template/6802365165 

 

●​ Chapter 3 assessment bank 

●​ Chapter 3 Worksheets 

 

 

7  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
Supplemental Materials and Resources 

 

N/A 

 

 

 

Texts 
 

Required Texts  
 

Title 
 

Author Rationale Lexile Level (where applicable) 

Go Far with Chinese 1A Cheng & Tsui Co, Inc. 
Senior Curriculum Adviser: 
Ying Jin  

Board-approved textbook for the course 
 

Not applicable  

Suggested Texts 
 

N/A 

 

 
8  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
Learning Plan 

Required Learning Activities 

In Order to Learn: Students will : 

How China and the United States are 
generally similar and different from 
each other 
 
 
How the Chinese Language works : 
Simplified Chinese vs Traditional 
Chinese  
 
How to Pronounce Chinese properly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participate in the mini-lesson by answering the three questions “ 1. How are China and the United 
States similar? 2. How are they different? 3. How is the Chinese language different from Chinese? Then 
have the students complete the cultural worksheet 01_GFC-1A_Ch1_CultureConnection_worksheet 
(1).docx then discuss with students the question on the board. 

 
Identify what is the difference between simplified Chinese and traditional Chinese. Write two Chinese 
characters on the board and ask the students “ How are these two Chinese characters different?” 

 
 

Identify the pinyin to use the English alphabet in order to pronounce the Chinese language ex: Ni hao. 
Use the ppt 01_GFC_1A_Ch1_Input_Activities.pptx to show more pinyin and simple Chinese phrases 
and play game 1. called “Simon Say”. 1. Your teacher will say a polite request from the list in textbook 2. 
If your teacher uses the word qǐng before the request, do as she says.​3. If your teacher doesn’t use the 
word qǐng, stay still!​ After game 1, ask the students to do the following: 1. Write three Chinese words or 
phrases you think will be important to help us in our Chinese classroom, use as much Chinese (and as 
little English!) as possible in our classroom 2. Trade with a partner. Does he or she think the same words 
or phrases will be important? Put a dot next to each word or phrase you both wrote. ​3. If you or your 
partner wrote different words or phrases, put a checkmark next to each one you understand and ask 
your partner to say the words or phrases. 4. Discuss with the whole class. 
 

9  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
How to Write Easy Chinese Characters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write More Complex Characters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Exchange Names 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Talk about Self (Family, Likes 
and Dislikes) 
 

Study the PPT 01_GFC_1A_Ch1_Input_Activities.pptx slides 37 to 57 to practice reading and writing 
with the students and then play the odd and even games. (Student direction:  1. Your teacher will say a 
number and write it on the board. 2. if the number is odd, you should stand up. if the number is even, 
sit down.Hint: try counting out the number on your fingers to help you.​ ​3. The last student to stand or 
sit gets a strike. Three strikes and you’re out!​ 4. Students who are out of the game will take turns with 
the teacher saying numbers.​5. The last student standing - or sitting! - wins.​ 

●​ 一，二， 三，四，五，六，七，八，九，十 
 
 
Study the ppt  01_GFC_1A_Ch1_Input_Activities.pptx slides 73 to 87 then have the students make word 
cards. 1. use the textbook to make eight-word cards from this chapter 2. For each word, make two cards 
- one with the Chinese character, and one with the English meaning.​3. Identify a partner and choose 
one student’s set of cards. Shuffle them face down on your table, then arrange them into a 4 x 4 grid. 4. 
Take turns flipping two cards at a time. If the cards you flip match, keep them!​ 5. Once all the matches 
have been found, the student with the most matches wins.​6. Play another round with the other set of 
cards. 

●​ 你好！ 你是学生吗? 我不是学生。 我是老师。 
 

Study the ppt  01_GFC_1A_Ch2Sec1_Input.pptx to show the students different languages to ask “What 
is your name?” then read through the ppt that breaks down to each character. For the activity, use the 
ppt 02_GFC_1A_Ch2Sec1_Activities.pptx to do the “Racing Introductions” activity, and the Name 
flyswatter game.  

●​ 你叫什么名字？ 你， 叫， 什么，名字， 的， 英文， 中文， 白大明，我， 老师 
●​ 有， 没有 
●​ 他们，她们， 你们，谁，和，也， 朋友 

         

10  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify the family members by studying the ppt 01_GFC_1A_Ch3Sec1_Input.pptx, And read through the 
slides then ask the students to listen to the teacher’s family descriptions and draw a family story. Use 
the activity ppt 02_GFC_1A_Ch3Sec1_Activities.pptx , to practice family and like/dislike.  
03_GFC_1A_Ch3Sec2_Input (1).pptx 

●​ 你有没有哥哥？哥哥， 姐姐， 几，个，弟弟，妹妹，爸爸，妈妈，是，不是 
●​ 你们喜欢看书吗？ 喜欢，不喜欢，看，书，很，电视，不太，可是 
●​ 你有没有宠物？宠物，只，条，匹，它，猫，狗，兔子，鱼，蛇， 马 。小明，两 

Use the ppt link to do more activities 04_GFC_1A_Ch3Sec2_Activities.pptx. Such as vocabulary paddle: 
slide 4 to 17.    
 

Suggested Learning Activities 

In order to learn: Students will: 

Greeting song 

 

 

 

Introducing yourself song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

●​ Listen to and learn a Chinese Greeting Song that reinforces basic greetings and expressions. The song is 
simple, rhythmic, and engaging, making it easy to learn and remember. Through repetition and 
movement, students will practice correct pronunciation, tones, and fluency. 

 
 

●​ Listen to and learn a Chinese Introduction Song that reinforces basic greetings and expressions. 
The song is simple, rhythmic, and engaging, making it easy to learn and remember. Through 
repetition and movement, students will practice correct pronunciation, tones, and fluency. 
 
 
 

●​ Participate in Ping-pong reading: Students read in pairs. Student 1 reads the first line of the 
dialogue aloud in Chinese. Student 2 translates the line into English, and then reads the next 

11  
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Chinese I Unit 1 
Read Chinese text line aloud in Chinese. Student 1 translates Student 2’s line into English and then reads the next 

line in Chinese, and so on. 
●​ Participate in a reading chain activity: Starting in one corner of the room, each student reads 

one sentence or one line of the dialogue at a time. Whenever a student reads the last line of the 
dialogue, the next student restarts at the first line. Read the dialogue several times until each 
student has read once or twice.  
 

●​ More suggested learning activities:  Greeting circles,Get a Chinese name, Name snowball, Hot Potato, 
Go fish, Charades, A Chinese name card, Role play, Bingo,Counting games, Fly swatters 

             02_GFC_1A_Ch2Sec1_Activities (1).pptx 
             04_GFC_1A_Ch2Sec2_Activities.pptx 
 

 

Revision History 

Revision Date Explanation of change(s) made to document 
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Chinese I Unit 2 
 

Grade/Subject 9-12 9th-12th grade / Chinese I 

Unit Title Exploring a New Place 

Overview of Unit In this unit, students will learn about sports, locations, and musical instruments in China and the USA. 

Pacing  10-11 weeks 

ACTFL Performance 
Target 

Novice mid 

 

Background Information For The Teacher (Unit Overview) 

Rationale:  
After unit 1, students have a basic understanding of China and its culture and have built an introductory foundation for learning the Chinese 
language. Building upon this, students will learn how to express themselves and their desires, as well as how to ask and answer questions.  With a 
growing ability to ask and answer questions, students can begin forming connections with native speakers.  
 
 
Key Learning/Big Ideas:  

●​ Describe people, places, and activities in Chinese, including plural forms and locations. 

●​ Compare and discuss sports and musical traditions in China and the USA. 

1  
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Chinese I Unit 2 
●​ Will ask questions, make suggestions, and express exclamations in Chinese. 

 

Essential Questions 

 
●​ How does where you live affect what you do? 

●​ How do I understand what is being communicated to me? 
●​ How can I communicate information appropriately based on my knowledge of the language? 

 
 

 Core Content Standards 

Content Specific 
Standards  

●​ Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions. 

●​ Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a 
variety of topics. 

●​ Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, persuade, 
and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers, 
or viewers. 

●​ Connections: Learners connect with other disciplines and acquire information and diverse perspectives in order to 
use the language to function in academic- and career-related situations. 

2  
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Chinese I Unit 2 
●​ Cultures: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship between the practices 

and perspectives of the cultures studied. 
●​ Communities: Learners communicate and interact with cultural competence to participate in multilingual 

communities at home and around the world. 

CT Core Literacy 
Standards (non-ELA) 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.5 
 

Portrait of the 
Graduate 

Characteristics 
 

●​ Collaborator 
●​ Communicator 
●​ Empathizer 
●​ Problem Solver 
●​ Planner 

 

“CAN DO” Statements 

Interpretive ●​ I can identify some basic facts from memorized or familiar words and phrases when they are supported 
by gestures or visuals in informational texts. 

●​ I can identify the general topic and some basic information in both very familiar and everyday contexts 

by recognizing practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences in texts that are spoken, 

written, or signed. 

3  
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Chinese I Unit 2 
Presentational ●​ I can present information about myself, my interests, and my activities using a mixture of practiced or 

memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences. 
●​ I can express my likes and dislikes on very familiar and everyday topics of interest, using a mixture of 

practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences. 
●​ I can present on very familiar and everyday topics using a mixture of practiced or memorized words, 

phrases, and simple sentences. 
●​ I can present information on both very familiar and everyday topics using a variety of practiced or 

memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences through spoken, written, or signed language. 

Interpersonal ●​ I can request and provide information by asking and answering a few simple questions on very familiar 
and everyday topics, using a mixture of practiced or memorized words, phrases, and simple sentences. 

●​ I can express basic needs related to familiar and everyday activities, using a mixture of practiced or 
memorized words, phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 

●​ I can express my own preferences or feelings and react to those of others, using a mixture of practiced 
or memorized words, phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 

●​ I can communicate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations on both very familiar and 

everyday topics, using a variety of practiced or memorized words, phrases, simple sentences, and 

questions. 
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