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Great things are happening
 in Cypress-Fairbanks ISD!



MISSION
Strengthen public confidence and faith in Texas

public schools by facilitating respectful
conversations through honest communication,

productive dialog, and relentless encouragement.

www.FOTPS.org
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Great things are happening
 in Texas Public Schools!



U.S. Children Lag Behind World Peers
Cheerleaders Post Inappropriate Photos on Web
Public Schools Falling Further Behind
Nearly 1 in 10 Fails Assessment Exam
First Grader Suspended on Weapons Charge
Today’s Youth are Ill-Prepared
Cheating Runs Rampant in Public Schools
Schools Miss Dropout Mark
Official to Monitor Troubled Schools
Tasmanian Children Outperform U.S. Peers

CRISIS IN EDUCATION



THE GOLDEN AGE





“At its best, criticism can do exactly
what it’s supposed to do: motivate,
educate, and inspire. But when it

seems mean and destructive it can
break spirits, damage companies,

and even ruin careers.”

-- Hendrie Weisinger, Ph.D.
 The Power of Positive Criticism



BY EVERY MEASURE…
Texas public schools have never
 been more successful than 

they are today.





The Cypress-Fairbanks ISD high
school graduation rate for the

Class of 2023 was 70%. 

True or False

FALSE!

The percentage of Cy-Fair ISD students in the

Class of 2022 graduating on time, 4 years

after they started 9th grade reached 92.3%,

another 3.4% continued school for a 5ᵗʰ year,

and 0.2% earned a TxCHSE.

95.9%
www.FOTPS.org



True or False

True!

Cy-Fair ISD has earned a 
SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT RATING

for fiscal responsibility from the state’s 
Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas 

for the last 22 consecutive school years and is in
good financial standing with the state of Texas.

www.FOTPS.org
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True or False

Cy-Fair ISD’s financial audit had
no findings, which is exactly

what taxpayers want.

True!
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True or False

True!

CFISD baking class offers 
student-driven curriculum at 

Cy Park, Cy Ranch high schools.

https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/cfisd-baking-class-offers-student-driven-curriculum-at-cy-park-cy-ranch-high-schools
https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/cfisd-baking-class-offers-student-driven-curriculum-at-cy-park-cy-ranch-high-schools
https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/cfisd-baking-class-offers-student-driven-curriculum-at-cy-park-cy-ranch-high-schools
https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/cfisd-baking-class-offers-student-driven-curriculum-at-cy-park-cy-ranch-high-schools
https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/cfisd-baking-class-offers-student-driven-curriculum-at-cy-park-cy-ranch-high-schools
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Anthony, Smith, and Sprague middle
school orchestras named finalists for

the 2025 Houston Cup.

True or False

True!

https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/anthony-smith-sprague-orchestras-named-houston-cup-finalists
https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/anthony-smith-sprague-orchestras-named-houston-cup-finalists
https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/anthony-smith-sprague-orchestras-named-houston-cup-finalists
https://www.cfisd.net/cfisd-news-details/~board/2025-2026-cfisd-district-news/post/anthony-smith-sprague-orchestras-named-houston-cup-finalists
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The CFISD Teacher Residency Program is welcoming
approximately 76 new resident teachers at 20 total

campuses across the district for the 2025-26 school year.

True or False

True!



CFISD was recently named an Exemplary District of
Distinction by the Texas Educational Theatre Association

True or False

True!
www.FOTPS.org



True or False

True!

More than 190 CFISD tennis athletes were
named to the Academic All-District 16-6A

and District 17-6A tennis teams.

www.FOTPS.org

Softball = 140!
Baseball = 170!

Track = 290! Soccer = 350!

Golf = 170!
Wrestlers = 175!Swimmers = 250!



Reed ES students among first in
nation to earn WeVideo certifications.

True or False

True!
www.FOTPS.org



True or False

True!

CFISD has expanded its Guidance
and Counseling services to better
assist students and families with
crisis intervention, medication
management, substance abuse,
mental health counseling, and

suicide prevention. 

www.FOTPS.org
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True!

True or False
CFISD’s 12 high school

campuses graduated more
than 9,500 seniors in the

Class of 2025!

And, 766 of them also
graduated with Associate

Degrees through the CFISD
College Academy!



True or False

True!
www.FOTPS.org

CFISD’s Science Olympiad Teams all place in top 25 at state.



True or False

True!
www.FOTPS.org

The Cypress-Fairbanks ISD Class of 2025 earned
$1,073,400,580.50 in scholarships.



Cy-Fair ISD successfully transported more than 
17 million student bus riders last school year.

True or False

True!
www.FOTPS.org



CFISD served more than 22 million lunches and
over 7 million breakfasts last school year.

True or False

True!
www.FOTPS.org
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CFISD’s maintenance
department successfully
completed 49,159 work
orders last school year.

True or False

True!



15,000+ Job Certifications!

www.FOTPS.org
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8ᵗʰ Grade STAAR Math
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40

8ᵗʰ Grade STAAR Math
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8ᵗʰ Grade STAAR Math
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FALSE!

True or False

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD school board members are compensated
handsomely for the hundreds of hours they spend each year away from

their families, jobs, and other obligations to serve this community.

www.FOTPS.org
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FALSE!

True or False
Cy-Fair ISD is teaching Critical Race

Theory, indoctrinating your
children, and intentionally stocking
school libraries with pornography.



www.FOTPS.org

True or False

Cypress-Fairbanks ISD educators wake up
each morning wondering how they can

make the worst possible decisions for kids.

FALSE!



www.FOTPS.org

Real challenges facing Cypress-Fairbanks ISD?
  
1.Safety + Security
2.Boosting academic performance
3.Student enrollment / retention
4.Staff recruiting and retention
5.Poverty (60% Econ. Disadvantaged)
6.Public trust and confidence
7.Misinformation
8.Politicization
9.Funding shortages
10.Teacher certification
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Texas consistently ranks among the TOP 8
states in high school graduation rates.

Graduation Rates

                RATE      RANK

  Class of 2023 90.3%        

  Class of 2022 89.7%        7ᵗʰ   
  Class of 2021 90.0%        6ᵗʰ 
  Class of 2020 90.3%        8ᵗʰ  
  Class of 2019 90.0%        7ᵗʰ  
  Class of 2018 90.0%        5ᵗʰ (tied TN/AL)

  Class of 2017 89.7%        4ᵗʰ (tied KY)

  Class of 2016 89.1%        5ᵗʰ
  Class of 2015 89.0%        4ᵗʰ
  Class of 2014 88.3%        5ᵗʰ
  Class of 2013 88.0%        3ʳᵈ
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Texas consistently ranks among the TOP 8
states in high school graduation rates.

Graduation Rates



Graduation Rates

www.FOTPS.org
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Class of 2023 Graduation Rates

*SOURCE: TEA / Secondary School Completion and Dropouts in Texas Public Schools, 2022-23, p. 85
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Graduation Rates
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A-B =

86.2%

C = 11.2%

True or False

D-F =

2.6% A-B 

=

60%

ISD’s         OUTPERFORM        Charters

D-F =

14.6%

C =

25.4%

True!
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Nearly every school district in Texas
earned the state’s highest ratings for

fiscal responsibility.

True!

True or False
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Texas leads the nation in Early
College High School programs.

True!

True or False

Texas has more early college high school campuses and more
students participating in early college high school programs

than any other state in the nation.
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Texas students rank high in
comparison of top performing nations.

True!

True or False

Texas students beat Finland, England, Germany,
France, and most other countries around the
world when accounting for levels of poverty. 
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Texas public schools have never been 
more successful than they are today!



www.FOTPS.org



Why is public confidence in
public schools declining?

If so, then…
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Misinformation
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Disinformation
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Politicization
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Competitive Messaging
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Public Education’s 
Greatest Challenge?

Image
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Staff | Parents | Community

https://youtu.be/lQ-ByUx552s
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Staff | Parents | Community



Staff | Parents | Community

www.FOTPS.org
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DID YOU KNOW?
Cy-Fair ISD offers Dual Credit courses in:

14,325 students enrolled in 33,154 courses earning 106,422 credit hours!



DID YOU KNOW?
Cy-Fair ISD offers lots of opportunities for its students

to get involved outside of the classroom.



www.FOTPS.org

It’s a mind-boggling list of social,
psychological, and medical
responsibilities that have been
shifted from families and
communities onto the schoolhouse.
The mandate is no longer, “Teach
our children,” it’s “Raise our kids!”

DID YOU KNOW 
schools don’t just teach the basics anymore?

--Jamie Vollmer, Author
Schools Cannot Do It Alone
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School Funding 101I & S
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I & S



www.FOTPS.org

Cy-Fair ISD Funding

$0.7552per $100 value
For School 

Operations ONLY

$0.35 per $100 value
School Construction,
Buses & Technology

(Maintenance & Operations) 

Operating Tax Rate
(Interest & Sinking)

Debt Tax Rate

I & S

M & O I & S
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Cypress-Fairbanks ISD
sets your tax rate. It does

NOT determine the taxable
value of your home.
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M & O

LOCAL
44% 55.3%

STATE

M&O Funding Sources
Payroll, Insurance, Fuel, Maintenance, Supplies, Utilities, Training, etc. 

FEDERAL = 0.7%
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I&S Funding Sources

0%

DEBT

LOCAL STATE
100%

School Construction, Capital
Improvements, Buses & Technology

FEDERAL… 0%
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Property taxes FREEZE the year a citizen turns
65 years of age. The tax rate and dollar amount

they pay will not increase from that point forward.

TRUE or FALSE?

DEFINITELY TRUE!
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Cypress-Fairbanks ISD has more tax
revenue per student to operate than it did

10 years ago.

TRUE or FALSE?

FALSE!
  2013-14         2023-24
  $14,086             $10,975
   ($11,070 actual)

   Decreased by $3,111 per student, or -22%.

adjusted
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Increasing property values and economic
development generates more local revenue.

M & O

LOCAL STATE

MYTH
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What is the average monthly
electric bill at each CFISD HS?

A. $33,000
B. $12,000
C. $5,000
D. $21,000

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$396,000 annually!
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What is the monthly electric bill
for Cypress-Fairbanks ISD?

A. $280,000
B. $1,167,000
C. $482,000
D. $67,000

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$14,000,000 annually!
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What is Cy-Fair ISD’s monthly fuel
budget for buses and other vehicles?

A. $104,000
B. $54,100
C. $450,000
D. $92,000

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$5,400,000 annually!
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What is the monthly payroll budget,
including benefits, for Cy-Fair ISD?

A. $5,100,000
B. $37,000,000
C. $91,200,000
D. $1,550,000

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$1,094,400,000 annually!
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What is CFISD’s monthly water bill?

 A. $102,500
  B. $35,201
  C. $370,000
  D. $11,125

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$4,400,000 annually!



www.FOTPS.org

What is CFISD’s monthly phone and
internet bill?

 A. $2,500
  B. $99,400
  C. $37,000
  D. $11,125

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$1,192,800 annually!
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What is CFISD’s monthly budget
for groceries?

 A. $520,000
  B. $2,800,000
  C. $300
  D. $91,125

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$33,600,000 annually!
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What is CFISD’s monthly housekeeping,
or custodial bill?

 A. $946,101
  B. $2,313,662
  C. $280,555
  D. $716,034

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$27,764,000 annually!
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What is Cy-Fair ISD’s monthly insurance
budget (property and auto)?

A. $34,000
B. $22,000
C. $159,000
D. $726,000

MULTIPLE CHOICE

$8,712,000 annually!
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Insurance          $8,712,000
Water                 $4,400,000
Payroll + Bennies     $1,094,000,000 (billion!)
Fuel                 $1,248,000
Electricity             $14,000,000
Groceries         $33,600,000
Housekeeping         $27,764,000
Phone + Internet     $1,192,800

SUBTOTAL             $1,184,916,800

OTHER             $41,502.844

TOTAL BUDGET     $1,226,419,644

CFISD Bills Summary
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What percentage of CFISD’s budget
is dedicated to all athletics?

A. 1.3%
B. 6.1%
C. 11.2%
D. 18.7%

MULTIPLE CHOICE
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What percentage of Cy-Fair ISD’s
operating budget is dedicated to all
extracurricular activities?

A. 9.3%
B. 15.4%
C. 2.0%
D. 4,5%

MULTIPLE CHOICE
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What percentage of Cy-Fair ISD’s operating
budget is dedicated to central office
administration (all central office staff)?

A. 1.3%
B. 14.4%
C. 6.7%
D. 23%

MULTIPLE CHOICE
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State’s constitutional obligation
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“The whole people must take upon themselves the
education of the whole people and be willing to bear the
expenses of it. There should not be a district of one mile

square, without a school in it, not founded by a
charitable individual, but maintained at the public

expense of the people themselves.”
— John Adams, U.S. president, 

letter to John Jebb,1785
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Purpose of Public Education
Provide universal access to free education.

Guarantee equal opportunities for all children.

Unify a diverse population.

Prepare people for citizenship in a democratic society. 

Prepare people to become economically self-sufficient.

Improve social conditions.
                                      — Center on Education Policy



Send thank you notes to CFISD educators.

Write a letter-to-the-editor bragging on your
school district and submit to local
newspapers.

Share a few achievements with family/
friends and post on your social media. Be sure
to tag the District’s social media.

Follow Cy-Fair ISD on social media and share
its posts.

Let your state representative and state
senator know how much you value and
respect your neighborhood schools.

Invite other community members to become
ambassadors of Cy-Fair ISD!

HOMEWORK SUGGESTIONS

SCOTT MILDER + LESLIE MILDER
X me @smilder | smilder@fotps.org

www.FOTPS.org @FriendsTX         @FRIENDStxps


