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The Cost of College

Each college or university has an estimated cost for 
a student to attend for one year. This is only an 
estimate and not the exact amount the student will 
pay.

Includes:
➔ Direct Costs: Tuition & Fees, Room & board, 

Meal Plans

➔ Indirect Costs: Books & Supplies, Transportation, 
& other personal expenses

Cost of Attendance

This is the amount that a student 
pays after subtracting the 
scholarships and grants they 
receive.

As the amount of free money a 
student receives increases, the 
net cost to attend a college or 
university decreases.

Net Cost
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Types of Financial Aid

There are 4 types of 
financial aid.

Financial Aid can be 
awarded, earned or 

borrowed. 
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Types of Financial Aid

Free Money
Grants 
● Awarded based on need 
● Federal, State & Institutional

Scholarships
● Application depends on the scholarship
● Criteria is based on on the scholarship 

provider
● Can be competitive
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Naviance Scholarship List
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SBISD Scholarship Guide
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Types of Financial Aid

Money with Conditions
Work-Study
● Earned through an on-campus job
● Generally above minimum wage and 

flexible work schedule
● Money is given directly to student

Loans
● Borrowed money - will need to be 

repaid
● Students are not required to take loans 

if awarded
● New cap limits
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FAFSA
Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid

Financial Aid Applications

Opens October 1

TASFA
Texas Application for 
State Financial Aid

CSS Profile
Financial Aid Application 

for Select Institutions
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FAFSA : 

General Information

➔ Complete the 2026-2027 Application
◆ 2025-2026 Application should only be used 

if planning to take summer classes 
immediately after graduation

➔ Complete prior to each year the student is 
planning to enroll in classes

➔ Selective Service Registration (Males 18+) is 
not required for federal student aid but is 
still required for state financial aid. 
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Students will fill out 
either FAFSA OR 
TASFA.

This chart outlines who 
should fill out each 
application.

The CSS Profile (if 
necessary) is filled out 
in addition to 
FAFSA/TASFA.
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Who is considered the parent?
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FAFSA : 

FAFSA OVERVIEW

➔ Online Application 
➔ For Citizens and eligible non-citizens

◆ If a student is in the process of becoming a 
citizen or eligible non-citizen, they are still 
considered ineligible until the process is 
complete

➔ Used to receive Federal and State financial 
aid for degree and certain certificate 
programs nationwide

➔ Students can add up to 20 schools at one 
time

➔ Role Based Form (prefer if student starts)
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Application Contributors

ALL Contributors will need a StudentAid.Gov Account

Student & Parent(s) 

➔ Parent is defined as the biological or adoptive 
parent that provided the greater financial 
support in the last 12 months & Spouse (if 
applicable)

➔ If both parents provide equal support, the parent 
with the greater income is considered the parent

➔ Parents who filed jointly: only ONE parent will be 
the contributor 

➔ Parents who filed separately: Each parent will be 
a contributor and will need to create a separate 
FSA ID

➔ FSA Parent Wizard will assist students in choosing 
the correct contributor
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StudentAid.Gov Account

An FSA ID is the studentaid.gov account username and password.

  This is used to access the FAFSA by contributors.
➔ Contributors are required to create and/or login with their FSA ID in order 

to start the FAFSA on the Federal Student Aid Website 

➔ Existing FSA IDs will still work (DO NOT create a new FSA ID if you have 
created one previously.)

➔ Contributors will need to setup at least one form of multi-factor 
authentication (phone, email, authentication app)  Setting up all 3 is 
recommended.

➔ Make sure information used to create FSA ID is accurate. Identity 
information (Name, address, date of birth, etc.) will be imported into 
FAFSA.  This information can not be changed directly in the FAFSA form. 
This is now an instant process!

Create your FSA ID BEFORE December!

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
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Information Needed

2024  Tax Information

➔ Tax Return or other Tax Documents
➔ 1040 Form (or another version of parents’ income tax form)
➔ W-2 

Records of your Untaxed Income

Records of Assets 

Families that have an AGI less than 60,000 or receive a low income 
benefit (ex. free/reduced lunch or SNAP) will not be required to report 
assets.

Only families with an AGI of 60,000 or more report assets

➔ Only if Applicable 
➔ Retirement plans, Interest Income, Foreign Tax Income
➔ Assistance provided by anyone other than the parent is not 

considered income
➔ Child Support is now considered an asset and not included in 

untaxed  income

➔ Name (Match Required)
➔ Date of Birth(Match Required)
➔ Social Security Number (Mailing Address for Parents without 

SSN)  (Match Required)
➔ Email Address 

Invite information
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FAFSA Invitation

Contributors will receive their invite to 
complete the form by email. 

Students will also receive an invite code. 
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Direct Data Exchange

➔ The Direct Data Exchange (DDX) allows tax 
information to come directly from the IRS to 
the Department of Education.

➔ Consent to The Direct Data Exchange (DDX) 
is REQUIRED to complete the FAFSA.
◆ Non-filers will consent and answer 

additional questions 
➔ Contributors without an SSN will need to 

complete their income information 
manually but will still need to consent.

➔ If consent is not granted the FAFSA will be 
considered incomplete and students will be 
ineligible for financial aid (including loans). 
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Submitting the FAFSA

Students will not be able to see parent questions but will 
be able to track the completion status

The form is not complete until parent(s) have 
completed the form
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TASFA Overview



FINANCIAL AID OVERVIEW
TASFA OVERVIEW

➔ Paper and Online Application
➔ Used to receive Texas financial aid 

only at Texas college/universities
◆ Some private institutions do not take 

TASFA (i.e HCU)
➔ For students who are not eligible for 

FAFSA but are residents of Texas
◆ Residency Requirement - 36 

continuous months leading up to 
high school graduation 

◆ Online TASFA uses a tool to help 
students determine if they are 
eligible for FAFSA or TASFA
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➔ College or University ID number (not 
application number) - If applicable

➔ 2024 Tax Information 
◆ Tax Return or other Tax Documents
◆ 1040 Form (or another version of parents’ 

income tax form)
◆ W-2 

➔ Tax Transcript or verification of non-filing

➔ Foreign income if necessary

➔ Notarized Residency Affidavit on file
◆ Check with your campus for notary resources

Information Needed

Request transcript online or by mail
irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript

Complete 4506-T and mail form in
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Submitting the TASFA

Online Application Paper Application
Create an Online TASFA Account

Complete TASFA Online Application and send TASFA 
electronically to up to 10 schools

Supplemental documents will need to be mailed to 
each school unless the school has a different 
process. This includes:

- Residency Affidavit
- Tax Transcript
- Final Transcript*

Download and print completed TASFA

Mail TASFA Packet to each individual school unless 
the school has a different process. 

TASFA Packet will include
- Complete Application
- Signed Residency Affidavit
- Tax Transcript
- Final Transcript*

Please confirm with each institution their preferred process for completing and submitting the TASFA. Once your 
documents have been submitted, be sure to follow up with each institution to make sure they received them. 



FINANCIAL AID OVERVIEW

CSS Profile
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➔ Online Application (CollegeBoard)

➔ Students complete this in addition to FAFSA

➔ Separate application for non-custodial parent

➔ Provides universities with a more thorough 
picture of families' finances including special 
circumstances

➔ Cost is $25 for initial application (includes 1 
school) and $16 for each additional school
◆ CSS Profile is free for families with an AGI of 

100,000 or less (fee waiver)

CSS Profile Overview
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➔ Expect to enter more details than on FAFSA

➔ Parent Income (custodial parent and 
current spouse)
◆ most recently completed tax returns, W-2 

forms and other records of current year 
income

◆ records of untaxed income and benefits, 
assets, and bank statements.

➔ Parent Expenses
◆ Medical/Dental
◆ Private elementary/secondary school

➔ Explanation of Special Circumstances

Information Needed
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➔ For families with divorced or separated parents, 
never married parents, or living separately

➔ Separate online application for the noncustodial 
parent and spouse

➔ Only certain schools require the Noncustodial Profile 
(NCP)
◆ Check with College/University Financial Aid 

department

➔ Requests same information as collected from 
custodial parent

➔ Student can request the noncustodial parent to 
receive the application via email OR can send an 
application code to the noncustodial parent

Noncustodial Profile (NCP)
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Special Circumstances
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Independent Students
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Dependency Overrides
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After the Application
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Financial Aid Process

Contributors Submit
FAFSA or TASFA

Students completing the 
FAFSA will receive their 
Student Aid Index after 
submission

Either before or after a 
student is accepted to a 
school, the school will 
provide them access to 
their student portal. They 
should set this up as soon 
as possible. 

Student Receives 
Submission Summary 

(FAFSA Only)

Summary of the FAFSA 
submission and important 
information

Students are able to make 
corrections to the FAFSA if 
necessary

College Receives 
FAFSA or TASFA

TASFA students should 
follow up with the 
college/university to 
confirm receipt.

Students may receive 
requests for additional 
documentation from their 
college/university. It is 
important to check their 
student portal and/or 
college/university email

Student Receives 
Award Letter

Award letters will be in 
their college/university 
student portal

Students should compare 
award packages from 
schools

Student must review and 
accept or decline all 
financial aid awards. 
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Colleges and 
Universities use 

‘financial need’ to 
determine how to 

award financial aid

Calculating Financial Need

Image Source: https://studentaid.unc.edu/fafsa-simplification/
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FAFSA

House Bill 3

Financial Aid Graduation Requirement

TASFA
(and commitment form)

Opt Out 
Form
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Questions?
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Courtney Robinson-Trotter
Coordinator, Postsecondary Outcomes & CCMR
Courtney.Robinson-Trotter@springbranchisd.com

Noemi Brito
T24 Support Specialist

Noemi.Brito@springbranchisd.com

Diana Ramirez
College Access Specialist

Diana.Ramirez@springbranchisd.com 

tinyurl.com/SBISDFAToolkit

Contact Information & Resources

mailto:Courtney.Robinson-Trotter@springbranchisd.com
mailto:Noemi.Brito@springbranchisd.com
mailto:Diana.Ramirez@springbranchisd.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p2uqaQsmOTFSfvpw7bbUC2M9ZssJIGZA_LiCGvQT7Go/edit?usp=sharing

