Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Information

What is the FAFSA? The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is what the federal
government uses to determine the amount of aid a student receives for college tuition. Aid
comes in the form of grants (do not need to be repaid) or loans (must be repaid). The FAFSA is
based on tax information. Colleges also use the FAFSA to determine additional institutional aid
available to the student. Visit fafsa.gov to complete your application.

Is filling out the FAFSA required? Not necessarily. Families do not have to complete the
FAFSA for a student to attend college. However, in order to be eligible for the Community
College Guarantee (free community college for all graduating students) as well as any form of
aid, students must complete the FAFSA.

When do we fill out the FAFSA? The FAFSA (tentatively) opens October 1, 2025. We suggest
filling it out as close as possible to that date so processing is not delayed.

Who completes the FAFSA? The student and their main contributor (i.e. parent, step-parent,
guardian, etc). The student and contributor need separate FSA ID numbers. If you're a
dependent student, use the Who's My FAFSA Parent? wizard

(https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents) to identify which parent(s) will be a required
contributor on your form.

What is an FSA ID? This is the identification number used to create the FAFSA account. The
student and contributor each need to apply for a separate number. To do that, visit:

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch. We recommend creating your FSA ID a

couple of weeks prior to the release of the FAFSA.

What is the Community College Guarantee (CCG)? The CCG is a new program offered by
the State of Michigan for all Class of 2023 and beyond graduates. With this program, in-county
community college is FREE for all students, regardless of financial need. To be eligible, students
must be accepted to community college, complete the FAFSA, and take a minimum of 12 credit
hours.

What other financial aid options are there for Michigan high school students?

e Ml Future Educator Fellowship offers $10,000 scholarships to up to 2,500 future
educators every year.

e Ml Future Educator Stipend is a $9,600 stipend per semester to support Michigan's
hardworking student teachers as they continue their journey to being in the classroom
full-time.

e Michigan Achievement Scholarship is available to students who graduate from high
school in Michigan in 2023 or after. Those who qualify could receive up to $27,500 to
attend a Michigan public university, private college or university, or enroll in a four-year
degree program at a Michigan community college. That's up to $5,500 per year for up to
five years.
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How To Prepare for the 2025-26 FAFSA® Form

Prepare now so you can complete the 2025-26 FAFSA form as soon as it’s available after
October 1, 2025. Here are some ways you can get ready:

e Create a StudentAid.gov account here:
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch (if you don’t already have one).
e Gather the documents needed:
e Your parents’ SSNs if they have SSNs and you're a dependent student
e Tax returns
e Records of child support received
e Current balances of cash, savings, and checking accounts
e Net worth of investments, businesses, and farms
e Determine your dependency status
(https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency) and whether your
parent(s) or spouse will be required to contribute information on your FAFSA form.
e |[f you're a dependent student, use the Who's My FAFSA Parent? wizard

(https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents) to identify which parent(s) will be a required
contributor on your form.

Listing Colleges and/or Career Schools

While completing the FAFSA form, you must list at least one school to receive your information.
The schools you list will use your FAFSA information to determine the types and amounts of

student aid you may receive. Use the School Search(https:/studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/colleges)

to find the colleges or career/trade schools you're interested in including on your FAFSA form.

For federal student aid purposes, the order of schools for your college list does not matter.
However, to be considered for state aid, some states require you to list schools in a particular
order (for instance, you might need to list a state school first). In Michigan, you must list an
eligible Michigan college to be considered for state grant aid. Initial grant awards will be made to
the college listed first on your FAFSA form.

You can list up to 20 schools online or up to 10 schools on a FAFSA PDF. Schools you list on
the application will automatically receive your FAFSA results electronically.

Note: Schools will not be able to see which other schools you listed on your FAFSA form.
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