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Notre Dame Academy Head of School Announcement

Notre Dame Academy is delighted to announce the appointment of Linda Anderson as our next Head of School.
She will officially assume leadership on April 1, 2026, marking an exciting new chapter as NDA approaches its
75th anniversary and continues its proud tradition of educating and empowering young women .

"As a product of both Catholic and all-women’s education, | am keenly aware of the ways that both b
traditions inform and inspire the minds and hearts of young women, preparing them for lives of
leadership, scholarship, and service. | am honored to serve the NDA community in this role; the
traditions and charism of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur are alive and vibrantly present in our
students, teachers, and community, and | can’t wait to help carry their mission forward as we usher
our school into its newest iteration.” ~Linda Anderson
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On September 10th, the Notre Dame Academy Board of Trustees unanimously selected Linda D. Anderson, M.Ed., as the Academy’s
next Head of School, succeeding Dr. Marilyn Tencza, 71.

Linda currently serves as an Academic Coach at Athol High School and previously served as Principal of St. Bernard’s High School
(2019—2024). At St. Bernard’s, she led a comprehensive school transformation rooted in Catholic mission, resulting in increased
enrollment, a strengthened academic program, and enhanced student outcomes.

Elissa Boisvert, Chair of the Board of Trustees, shares: “Linda is an inspirational leader, a strategic thinker, and an educator at heart.
She is deeply committed to our Catholic mission, as expressed in the Hallmarks of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, and to
preparing young women to become compassionate leaders. With her broad and deep experience in both the classroom and
adn&inistration, she will keep students and academics at the center while ensuring the long-term sustainability of Notre Dame
Academy.”

Linda began her career teaching English Language Arts, Latin, philosophy, and psychology at St. Bernard’s High School, where she
fostered a student-centered approach to instruction that blended classical tradition and inquiry with 21st-century, evidence-based
pedagogy. In 2019, she was appointed Principal of St. Bernard’s by the Diocese of Worcester. In that role, she oversaw all aspects of the
school's academic, operational, financial, and spiritual life. She partnered with the newly formed Board of Trustees and the Diocese
to establish St. Bernard’s as an independent Catholic high school, then successfully guided the school through the COVID-19
pandemic. Under her leadership, the school revamped its curriculum, more than doubled its enrollment, and secured financial
stability while fostering a culture of excellence, faith, and belonging.

Sister Virginia Scally, SNDdeN, U.S. East-West Province Leadership Team and NDA Trustee, notes: “We are delighted with the
selection of Linda Anderson as the next Head of School. Her leadership style—rooted in listening, collaboration, and building from
the ground up—reflects the very spirit of our Notre Dame de Namur tradition. She brings not only vision but also a deep alignment
with our mission of educating for life and justice. We are confident she will lead the community with faith, integrity, and a heart for
service”

Linda holds a Master’s degree in Human Development and Learning from Harvard University and a Bachelor of Arts from Mount
Holyoke College, where she was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa honor society. Early in her career, she was recognized as Teacher of the
Year and twice received the National Honor Society’s Excellence in Character Award. She was named to the Worcester Business
Journal’s 2021 “40 under 40” class, and her transformative approach to leadership has been featured in The Boston Globe, Harvard
Education Magazine, WCVB News, and the feature-length documentary All In: Miracle at St. Bernard’s.

Linda will work closely with Dr. Tencza and a Transition Team appointed by the Board of Trustees over the comin% months. She will be
on the NDA campus full-time starting in January, and will officially assume the role of Head of School on April 1, 2026. To ensure a
seamless transition for the entire NDA community, Dr. Tencza will remain with the Academy throughJune 30, 2026.

Linda was raised in the Worcester area and attended Trinity Catholic Academy in Southbridge, Massachusetts, and graduated from
St. Peter-Marian High School. She currently lives in Westminster with her family, including her two children, Grace and Teddy.

As Notre Dame Academy approaches its 75th anniversary, the appointment of a new Head of School marks a truly historic and
inspiring milestone. For three-quarters of a century, NDA has proudly educated and empowered young women in Worcester and
across Central Massachusetts. Rooted in this legacy, the Academy continues to stand strong in its mission while embracing a bold
vision for the future.

This leadership transition is not only an occasion to honor the remarkable achievements of the past 75 years but also an opportunity
to shape the next chapter of growth, academic excellence, and commitment to faith and service. As the only all-girls independent
Catholic school in Central Massachusetts, NDA's mission and impact remain as vital, dynamic, and inspiring as ever.




A Letter from the Board Chair and the Search Committee Chair

Dear NDA Community,

We are thrilled to announce that the Board of Trustees has unanimously approved the Search
Committee’s recommendation to appoint Linda D. Anderson as Notre Dame Academy’s next Head of
School.

The Search Committee began its work last April by listening closely to the NDA community. Nearly 200 of
you shared thoughtful feedback through our spring survey, with many also participating in follow-up
conversations. Your insights shaped the criteria the committee used to guide its discernment. After
careful evaluation of the excellent pool of candidates brought to us by our search firm Narwhal Talent
Partners, the committee selected two outstanding finalists, both of whom engaged with Senior
Leadership Team of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur U.S. East-West Province, and representatives of
the Board of Trustees, administration, faculty, and student leaders. Taking into account all of this input,
the Search Committee wholeheartedly recommended Linda Anderson to lead NDA into its next chapter.

As Notre Dame Academy prepares to celebrate its 75th anniversary, this appointment marks a historic
and meaningful milestone. For 75 years, NDA has empowered and educated young women in Worcester
and across Central Massachusetts. Rooted in our founding mission and inspired by a bold vision for the
future, this leadership transition offers an opportunity to honor our legacy while charting a path toward
continued growth, academic excellence, and a deepening commitment to faith and service.

We are confident that Linda will lead NDA with vision, energy, and grace. Her broad experience, as a
teacher, academic leader, and administrator, has prepared her to guide every dimension of independent
Catholicschool life. A true servant leader in the tradition of St. Julie Billiart, Linda is deeply passionate
about developing the next generation of women leaders. As a graduate of Mount Holyoke College, she
understands firsthand the power of an all-girls education. As a product of Catholic schools, she values the
formation of the whole person—mind, heart, and spirit. Linda is a strategic thinker, a collaborative
partner, and an educator at heart who places students at the center of all she does.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the Search Committee for their dedication and hard work and to the
NDA community for your support, wisdom, and inspiration throughout this process. Together, we eagerly
anticipate a vibrant new chapter in NDA’s proud history.

We look forward to welcoming Linda to campus this fall and introducing her to our community. More
details about these opportunities will be shared soon. She will be on campus full-time beginning in
January, and will assume the Head of School role on April 1, 2026.

We are also grateful for our out-going Head of School Dr. Tencza, whose leadership has positioned NDA
well for this transition. Dr. Tencza will continue with NDA through June 30, 2026 to ensure a smooth
transition.

With gratitude and excitement,
Linda Cavaioli, Chair, Search Committee, Vice Chair, Board of Trustees
Elissa Boisvert, Chair, Board of Trustees




