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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Board President Dr. Sean Parsons calls the September 2025 regular board meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. with the following members present. 

 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
 

2026-015     ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education adopts the agenda for the regular meeting of 
September 25, 2025, as presented and amended. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm 
 

 
2026-016    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the minutes of the Special Board 
Meeting held on September 4, 2025. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 

Charity Wilhelm 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

“Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a disabled person 
to be able to participate in this activity.” “No more than a total of thirty (30) minutes 
for public participation is permitted at each regular board meeting. Individuals are welcome to 
speak provided they identify themselves by name and address, give the topic to be discussed and 
limit their presentations to three (3) minutes each.” 

 
A.  Athens Education Association 
B.  AFSCME Local 

 
PRESENTATION / BOARD DISCUSSION 
Chad Springer will update the Board on the current construction of the new Athens High School. 

 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORTS 

 
 

2026-017      TREASURER’S  REPORT  

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Treasurer’s Report for September 
2025 as submitted. The report contains the Bank Reconciliation, Fund Report, Monthly Financial 
Report, Monthly Check Summary Report, Cafeteria Report, and Investment Report. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 

 

2026-018 ADOPT FY2026 PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS AND AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF 
ESTIMATED RESOURCES 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Permanent FY2026 Permanent 
Appropriations and Amended Certificate of Estimated Resources as submitted. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
 
2026-019    PERSONNEL 

 

A. RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENT—The Athens City School District Board of Education accepts the    
resignation of the following individuals: 

 
  

Resignations: 
 

• Racheal Curtis as a Special Education Paraprofessional at Morrison-Gordon Elementary and from the 
Athens City School District effective September 12, 2025. 

• Rebecca Foughty as a Special Education Paraprofessional at Morrison-Gordon Elementary effective 
September 17, 2025. 

• Marvin Lawrence as Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds for the Athens City School District effective 
March 1, 2026. 

 

Retirements: 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 
B. EMPLOYMENT/CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS (pending successful verification of 

certification, college transcripts and experience, completion of criminal records check and other 
state and local requirements for the positions) 

 
1. Administrative Contract – The Athens City School District Board of Education issues an 

administrative contract to the following individuals as listed for the number of years listed. 
 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 

2. Continuing Contract: The Athens City School District Board of Education grants continuing contract 
status to the individual listed below effective for the 2025-2026 school year. This individual has met 
the criteria for a continuing contract as set forth in the Ohio Revised Code and the Negotiated 
Agreement between the Athens City School District Board of Education and the Athens Education 
Association: 

 

• Katherine Ihling – effective August 1, 2025. 
 

3. Limited Contracts - The Athens City School District Board of Education issues a one 
(1) year limited contract to the following individual(s) for the 2025-2026 school year: 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 

4. Extended School Year (ESY) Contracts for the 2025-2026 school year to provide services to identified 
students as preapproved by the Director of Special Services. The following teachers are limited to the 
number of minutes outlined on the IEPs they are connected to: 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
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2026-019    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 
5. Supplemental Stipend: The Athens City School District Board of Education issues a stipend to the 

following individuals for summer school position(s) for Athens High School and Middle School for a total 
of 32 hours based on the individual’s hourly rate: 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 

6. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 
2025 for the position(s) listed for the 2025-2026 to the following individual(s): 

 
Certified 
 

• Philip Armstong, Principal Advisory Committee, AHS 
 

      Non-certified 
 

• Cameron Christopher, Volunteer Coach 
 
 

7. The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the additional workdays for the following 
individuals at their daily per diem rate: 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 

8. Substitute Teacher/Home Instructor for 2025-2026 School Year: The Athens City School District Board of 
Education issues a substitute teacher contract at the Board approved rate of pay on an as needed basis 
up to 250 hours to the following: 

 
 

Substitute Teachers 
 

• Zoe Reid (Professional Intern assigned to Michelle Tuten) 

• Grace Cowell (Professional Intern assigned to Steven McCollum and Christine Ritterbeck 

• Megan Moore (Professional Intern assigned to Lindsay Endick) 

• Gianna Garman (Fellow assigned to The Plains Intermediate) 

• Isaac Boersma (returning) 

• Dylan Stroh (new) 

• Avery Fraley (Professional Intern assigned to Jennifer Wakeley) 

• Sara Goosey (new) 

• Cynthia Dillinger (returning) 

• Megan Kuenle (returning) 

• Andrea Neutzling (returning) 

• Elizabeth Kelley (returning) 

• Eric Miller (returning) 

• Katherine Sorrell (Professional Intern assigned to Lindsay Patterson) 
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2026-019    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 
9. Classified Personnel – The Athens City School District Board of Education in accordance with 

Article VII, Job Postings/Transfer/Assignment and Bidding Procedure approves the following 
position as listed and detailed below (pending successful verification of certification, highly 
qualified status for paraprofessional positions, completion of criminal records check and other 
state and local requirements for these positions): 

 
     

Educational Aides/Paraprofessionals 
 

• Hollie Royall, acceptance of a Special Educational Paraprofessional position at Morrison-
Gordon Elementary effective September 2, 2025. 

• Angela Bennington, acceptance of a Special Education Paraprofessional 
position at Morrison-Gordon Elementary effective August 18, 2025. 

• Qiaofen (Fenny) Chen Special Education Paraprofessional at Morrison-
Gordon Elementary effective September 22, 2025 

 
Bus Drivers 

 
• Nothing to report at this time. 

 

Cafeteria 

 
• Sharon Montgomery, acceptance of a Server position at Athens High School effective 

August 25, 2025. 
• Michelle Isphording, acceptance of a Server position at Athens Middle 

School effective August 25, 2025. 
• Jonathan Hamill, acceptance of a Temp Server position at Morrison-

Gorden Elementary effective September 15, 2025. 
• Harley DeVanna, acceptance of Cashier position at Athens Middle School 

effective September 22, 2025. 
• Oscar Hurt, acceptance of two (2) hour Server position at Morrison-

Gordon Elementary effective September 22, 2025. 

 

 

Custodial 

 

• Brianna Monroe, acceptance of Building Custodian 2 position at Athens 
High School effective August 25, 2025. 
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2026-019    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 

 

10. Substitute Classified Personnel—The Athens City School District Board of       
Education approves the employment of the following personnel for the 2025-2026 
school year on an as needed basis at the Board approved rate of pay for the 
position they are subbing in. 

 
Paraprofessional 
 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 
 
Custodial 

 
• Billy Rutter, Jr. 

       
Cafeteria 

 
•  Heather Hysell 
•  Opal Riley 
• Joanna Carr 
 

     
Nurse 

 
• Lauren Denner 

 
 

Volunteers 
 

• Traci Winchell 
• Autumn Lipscomb 
• Mary Ann Hopple 
• Rebekah Harmon 

 

 

Motion by:  

Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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2026-020    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS 

 

A. DONATION IN MEMORY OF JERRY BECKLEY TO THE PALINS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL   
LIBRARY 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education accepts a monetary donation in memory of Jerry 
Beckley, a former Speech and Hearing Specialist, from a group working with Rick Essex. The donation is 
to be used for The Plains Intermediate School Library. 

 

B.  SUBSTITUTE NURSE 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the creation of the new substitute position 
of Substitute Nurse for the district at the same pay rate for substitute teachers. 
 

C. JOINT AGREEMENT APPOINTING THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL FO THE ATHENS-MEIGS 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE CENTER TO SERVE AS THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR THE 
ATHENS CITY SCHOOL DSITRICT 

 

As the Athens City School District Board of Education “Board” has entered into an agreement under R.C. 
3313.843 and/or 3313.845 to receive any services from the Athens-Meigs Educational Service Center 
Governing Board “ESC”, the Board is not required to appoint a business advisory council pursuant to 
R.C. 3313.82, R.C. 33313.821, and applicable laws as the Board and ESC hereby agree that the ESC’s 
business advisory council shall represent the business of the Athens City School District consistent with 
the authority granted by the Ohio General Assembly. 

 

D. APPROVAL TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR ONE ATHENS COUNTY CHILDRENS SERVICES SOCIAL 
WORKER 
 
The Athens City School District agrees to provide full funding for a social worker from Athens County 
Children’s for the purpose of serving students in the District. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Motion by:  

Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
The Board President declared the Athens City School District Board of Education Regular Meeting of  
September 25, 2025 adjourned at               p.m. 

 
 

_____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Sean Parsons, Board President                      Jared M. Bunting, Treasurer/CFO  

(No addendum after the Board Authorized Signatures is a valid account of the meeting.
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