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Goal 2: SEL Universal Screener

Recommendation to the Board:
BASC - 3 BESS Screener



Goal Two of the District Strategic Plan

‘Strengthen social and emotional well-being, confidence and self-sufficiency skills for students, staff and

families.”

e 2021-2022 SY: DESSA screener, a nationally-normed assessment of behaviors and competencies

related to school success, was presented and adopted by the Board of Education. The DESSA screener
was implemented the same school year.

e 2022-2024 SY: DESSA screener was administered twice a school year to identify students in need of
social-emotional support.

e 2024-2025 SY: DESSA screener was administered in the fall. Because additional components needed
to be purchased beyond the screener itself, the matter was brought to the attention of the Goal 2
Committee.

o When presented to the Goal 2 Committee, it was determined the additional components were not
needed. The committee researched alternative screeners that included a tool to identity
internalizing screener components, which was lacking in the DESSA.

o Goal 2 Committee and social workers came together to research and recommend a more
comprehensive universal screener for the Board's approval tonight.



Additional State Guidance Provided by ISBE

‘Adopting universal mental health screening is a critical step toward creating an environment in which

all students have the opportunity to thrive mentally and emotionally.”

e Districts are tasked with the following directive from ISBE:

“Mental health screenings shall be offered by all school districts to students enrolled in grades 3
through 12, at least once a year, beginning with the 2027-28 school year and provided the State
offers free access to screening tools and associated technology.”

e ISBE guidance will be released on September I, 2026, with recommendations for information and
resources .

District legal guidance highly encourages us
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BASC- 3 BESS Screener o,
o BASC -3 - Behavior Assessment System for Children - Third Edition
o BESS - Behavioral and Emotional Screening System

The BASC-3 BESS is designed to assess behavioral and emotional strengths and
weaknesses in children and adolescents in preschool through high school.

It consists of brieft screening measures completed by teachers and students.

The BASC-3 BESS is not considered a diagnostic.

It is a tool that can be used to determine a child’s risk level for developing
emotional and/or behavioral problems that require intervention.

(Vannest, Reynolds, & Kamphaus, 2015)



BASC-3 BESS Focus Areas

e Self-Regulation Risk Index - This index consists of items associated with
self-control, including behaviors from hyperactivity and attention.

e Internalizing Risk Index - This index consists of a collection of items
associated with internalizing behaviors including locus of control, social
stress, anxiety, depression, and sense of inadequacy domains.

e Personal Adjustment Risk Index - This index consists of items associated
with relations with parents, interpersonal relations, self-esteem, and
self-reliance domains. These skills assess characteristics that are important
for establishing good relationships with others, as well as a healthy view of
oneself.



“ | worry but | don't know why.
| talk while other people are talking.

L
Hyperactivity




Proposed Administration

If Board approved, BASC - 3 BESS Screener would be utilized for the 25-26 & 26-27
school years.

e Grades K-2: Teachers will complete the Teacher Child/Adolescent Grade K-12
form.

o Staff will be given time during their work day to complete the screener.

e Grades 3-8: Students will independently complete the Student Grades 3-12
questionnaire.

e If needed, teachers can complete the teacher form for additional data.




The assessment is aligned to the district’s existing programs, primarily
MTSS Protocaols.

Screen all students, identity Tier Il and Tier Ill students, provide
interventions, progress monitor, and make data informed decisions.

Quickly understand the district’s overall strengths and areas of need.

Easily create and customize real-time reports to the impact of
instruction and intervention.

The BASC-3 BESS is a research based, nationally normed, screener.

The BESS dashboard in AIMSWeb allows staff to monitor student
progress year to year.



Recommendation

Utilize the BASC- 3 BESS Screener as the universal social-emotional screener for the
2025-26 and 2026-27 school years.

o For the 25-26 SY, the Goal 2 Committee will provide training resources to prepare staff.
o Screener completed by students and staff late fall/early winter.

Sample Parent Informational Letter HERE

o Information to opt-out and sample screeners are within the parent letter.

Cost:

o $22,000 for the 25-26 SY (prorated because of existing required licenses)
o $36,000 for the 26-27 SY

The Goal 2 Committee will review ISBE-provided resources during the 26-27 SY to
recommend next steps for the 27-28 SY and beyond.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pAvxAYR_OPELyqGjlnGFgqO4AtwTEyjc1pfMWKBIG5o/edit?usp=sharing

Are there any questions from the Board?

THANK YOU




