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First, let me say thank you! The start of this school year has been smooth, thanks to
your partnership and our excellent staff

We were pleased and gmz‘ef'u/ to see so many of you attend

our Sept. 1:1 Family Conferences. These meetings, where the
student, teacher, and parent visit and share information, are
critical; thank you for coming!

Here are a few flﬁt/)OI‘tﬂﬂf datesto pass along:

1) Parent-Teacher Conferences:
Thurs., November é6th: 3:30-7:30

Tues., November 11th: 3:30-7:00

2) K-2nd Grade: Fall Festival (parents will get a letter)
Fri., Oct. 31st from 10am-2pm

3) Unity Day: Staff and Students wear orange: Oct 14th
This special day was created to unite all people in schools, communities, and
online against bullying.

4) Character/Comic Dress-Up Day: Thurs. Oct 31st. We cannot promote or
support Halloween celebrations/costumes, but we can dress up as our favorite
characters. Last year, we had everything from Minecraft to Cinderella.

Safety Drills: We will be practicing Lock Down Drills as in the past, but due to
new legislation, you, as parents, have the right to ‘opt’ out your child from
participating. We, by law, have to practice 5 a year, and before their occurrence, we’ll
send out a notice so you are aware.

Please, stay in cownu.m:caﬂon with us; please reach out.

If you have any questions or concerns, let us know. If I can be of any assistance,
please don't hesitate to call or email me. I can be reached at 320-231-8474 or
lockhartl@willmar.kl2.mn.us

Lori Lockhart, Principal Roosevelt



Pre K:

The preschoolers are off to a great start of the school year! During the first month of
school, we worked hard at learning the routine of our day, how to play nicely with
others, how to ask for help when needed, how to be good listeners, and how to follow
the school rules. In preschool, we focus a lot on social/emotional skills in order to be

the best learners possible.

Kindergarten: (‘D (d@\) (‘D

Happy Fall, Kindergarten! We have had a great first month of school getting to know
your child and family. It's going to be a great year! This month we will be moving into
our first Wit and Wisdom study about The 5 Senses. We will learn all about what are
senses are, read books about them, and see how we can use them to learn about the
world. We incorporate some fun, hands-on projects! We will be practicing reading,
writing, and representing our numbers 0-10, and of course continuing to learn all
about how we act as part of a classroom community! A reminder as the weather cools
down that we do go outside every day, so please continue to send jackets and
eventually hats, mittens, etc. as the weather dictates. As always, please reach out if

you have any questions or we can help in any way! 5 j

1st Grade:

Happy October! We've had a great start to our year, and are enjoying getting to know
your child! This month in Math, we will be digging into place value and number sense
as we finish our unit on composing and decomposing numbers. We will continue to
work with numbers up to 120. We will be learning how books change people’s lives in
reading as we go into our new reading curriculum. Art lessons will revolve around the
purposes of art around the world, and Social Studies lessons will include being good
citizens, voting, and presidents. As we learn more about each other, and build new
friendships, we will be learning a lot of social skills along the way! Please continue to
encourage your child's learning by asking them to tell you something they have

learned each day! j

2™ Grade: @) ((.b

Hello! Thank you so much for coming to the beginning of the year conferences. We
enjoyed meeting each of you and learning more about you and your child. The first
month of school has flown right by! This month, we will be practicing solving story
problems and reading, writing, and representing numbers in different ways in math. In
reading, we will be doing a variety of skills while also working on writing paragraphs
about a specific theme, Changes in Nature. Thank you for partnering with us in

helping your child learn and grow. As always please reach out with any questions or
concerns that you may have.




3rd Grade:

The month of October is fast approaching as students are getting settled into their
new routines. Students will be making Color Crazy Animals, and Self Portraits in Art, as
well as studying Producers and Consumers in Social Studies. October 14th is Unity
Day, which begins our Anti-Bullying Unit for Social and Emotional Learning. Your
students are encouraged to wear orange on that day to spread awareness. They will
also learn about having a growth mindset and goal setting. A friendly reminder to
dress your child in layers and/or send the appropriate clothing as the weather begins
4th Grade:

to change.

fi A
Dear Families, ((.))
September is all about getting back into routines, practicing classroom rules, and
starting our first units!
Math — We’re working on real-world word problems to build problem-solving skills.
Reading (Wit & Wisdom) — We began with Thank You, Mr. Falker in Module 0. Next,
we moved into Module 1, where we are learning about literal and figurative hearts
while reading The Circulatory Story.

We’re excited for a great month of learning and growth!
On another note, as the weather starts to get colder, make sure your child is coming

with the appropriate clothing for outdoor recess. x
5th Grade:

-4th grade

Hello Families! We are off to a great start this year in 5th grade! In Reading we started
with Module 0 to review strategies that we learned last year. Now we are working on
Module 1, which focuses on historical information related to Westward Expansion,
along with our historical fiction novel, Thunder Rolling in the Mountains. We will be
working on various writing assignments based on these topics. In Math we started
with our Place Value unit and then we moved on to Adding and Subtracting Decimal
Numbers. To prepare for future math units, please help your child with practicing their
multiplication facts!

EL:

We would like to welcome back all of our returning students and families, as well as
those of you who are new to us this year! Roosevelt’s English language teaching staff
is looking forward to a great school year! Language teachers and support staff provide
academic support to students that are new to learning English, as well as students
whose first language is not English and are bilingual or multilingual. More than 39
percent of students in Willmar Public Schools have a home language other than
English. Willmar Public Schools students speak many languages such as 48% speak
Spanish, 45% speak Somali, 4% speak Karen, and more than twenty other languages
are spoken as well!
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Music:

Music class has been loud and fun this month! We have been working on teamwork,
acceptance, respect and safety, as well as using our singing voices, moving to music,
and identifying the tempo (speed) of the music.

% Kindergarten’s proficiency scale for quarter one focuses on moving to music with
others by skipping, galloping, hopping, jumping, marching, tiptoing and walking.

% 1st Grade’s proficiency scale this quarter goes a step beyond Kinder and the
students are choosing a movement to lead their class around the room.

% 2nd Grade students are working on identifying tempos in music- fast (allegro) and
slow {lento), and showing those speeds in their body.

% 3rd Grade’s proficiency scale involves identifying those tempo markings from 2nd
grade (allegro and lento) and organizing songs into groups with matching tempos.

% 4th Grade is comparing and contrasting the tempos between different versions of
the same song for this quarter’s proficiency scale.

% 5th Grade is identifying the tempos of different pieces of music and how the speed
of the song can convey the composer’s intention for the emotion of the music for
their quarter 1 proficiency scale.
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PE:
Physical Education units are Cooperative games, Soccer, Catching & Throwing and the
Pacer Test.

Shoes: Proper footwear is crucial for safety. Encourage your child to wear athletic
shoes with good support to prevent injuries during physical activities. Sandals, crocks
or shoes with a heel should not be worn for safety concerns.

Tying shoes is a physical education activity that helps develop fine motor skills, hand-
eye coordination, and dexterity. It's also an important life skill that teaches patience,
attention to detail, and the value of repetition.

Here are some tips for teaching kids how to tie their shoes:
*Teach the steps: There are many different methods for tying shoes, but each one

requires a specific order of steps.

*Be patient: It takes time and practice to learn how to tie shoes.

&

*Celebrate success: Let students see themselves succeed. 5
Use a video: A short video can help model the steps for tying shoes. R

https://youtu.be/jKIBSUCrUrU S

Tying shoes is a complex task that involves many different skills, including:
finger isolation, bilateral coordination, attention, visual perception, working memory,
visual motor integration, and emotional regulation.

https://www.thepespecialist.com/teaching-kids-how-to-tie-their-shoes-virtual-pe-
assignment/

Sportsmanship: We emphasize the importance of good sportsmanship. Encourage
your child to support their peers, work collaboratively, and embrace a positive
attitude during all activities.

STEM:
For STEM, grades K-2 are learning about Weather and Sound. Grades 3-5 are learning
about Light, Magnetic Force, and Earth rotation and orbit.
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Attention Prek-2nd grade families! Roosevelt is hosting our annual Fall Festival on
Friday, October 31st. This fun carnival-like event runs in the gym from 10-2 and
includes fun games and prizes for our littlest Cardinals! Please be on the lookout for a
volunteer form from your child's teacher in the coming weeks. Ways to volunteer
include coming in and giving of your time as well as giving of prizes (candy, small
trinkets, etc). All the information you need will be found in the flier, and if you have
any questions you can reach out to Mrs. Jahraus at jahrausk@willmar.k12.mn.us.

Second Step is a research based social emotional learning (SEL) program designed to
improve students' social emotional skills including growth mindset, goal setting,
emotion management, kindness, empathy, bully prevention, and problem solving.

This year at Roosevelt teachers will teach on Mondays a 20 minute lesson weekly on
these topics. We are working to create a positive classroom environment and school

climate.

These lessons will teach life skills that can be practiced in the classroom and
reinforced at home. If questions please contact Cheryl Bosch, School Social Worker or
Katie Sordahl, School Counselor.

September-Growth Mindset
October-Bully Prevention (Unity Day Oct 14 wear orange)
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