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Planning for the future

So many questions…

❏ What do I want to study?

❏ Where do I want to study

❏ How much will tuition cost?

❏ What is the application due date?

❏ Is there a supplemental 
application?

❏ Do I want to live in residence?

❏ Does the program I want to apply to 
require prerequisites?

❏ Does the school offer academic 
support?

❏ How do I ask for references?

❏ When will I find out if I have been 
accepted?

❏ What scholarships are available?



University Counselling at Elmwood 

❏ Work as a team (Counsellors, Student, Parents, Teachers)

❏ Ensure that every student meets the OSSD requirements

❏ Academic pathway planning from Grades 8 to 12 

❏ Demystify prerequisites for 

❏ Provide information about the process

❏ Ensuring applications are complete

❏ Collaborate with teachers to write reference letters

❏ Assist students making their final decisions and accepts offers 



Where to begin?

❏ Start early
❏ Research often
❏ Visit campuses 
❏ Attend university visits
❏ Ask questions
❏ Build a resume
❏ Stay open-minded 
❏ Consider must haves
❏ Talk as a family

Take advantage of 
University Counselling at Elmwood!



What is a parent’s role in the process?

❏ Be open-minded and listen to your child

❏ Stay up to date with announcements and emails.

❏ Be aware of the timelines for applications.

❏ Encourage your child to think for themselves, talk for themselves and to be honest 
with themselves. 

❏ You can attend a meeting with your child with Mrs. Bartlett or Ms. Walsh

https://calendar.app.google/hNsq7NFRws5j5pUm9
https://calendar.app.google/TLQCFefYJeyR2iA19


Ontario
Ontario/Canada Application Process
❏ Students create OUAC account in October 

and begin completing applications

❏ Elmwood Deadline - first week of December

❏ One fee for 3 programs -$156.00

❏ Deadline to apply January 15th

❏ OUAC # used by most schools in Canada

❏ Ontario Universities Info  for research 

❏ Elmwood University Information Calendar 

https://www.ouinfo.ca/


Atlantic Canada and Quebec

https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/univ
ersity/studying/list-universities

https://studyac.ca/

https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/university/studying/list-universities
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/university/studying/list-universities
https://studyac.ca/


Prairie Provinces and BC
This a is an informative article about 
studying in the Prairie Provinces: Link.

Students apply through individual school  
websites.

https://www.educationplannerbc.ca/

https://www.go2canadaeducation.ca/faq/top-reasons-to-study-in-canadas-prairie-provinces
https://www.educationplannerbc.ca/


USA - holistic application 
Applications Requirements

● Application and fee
○ Common App - 

https://www.commonapp.org/
○ UCs, MIT, Georgetown, ApplyTexas and 

many others have their own 
applications.

● Official transcripts from Grade 9 until 
the time of application.
○ Original document uploaded by 

current counsellor.
● Standardized Tests 

○ SAT/ACT (many universities are test 
optional) 

● Activities list
● Recommendation Letters

○ 1 guidance counsellor
○ 1-2 teachers
○ Up to 3 ‘other letters

● Essays and writing supplements
○ Personal essay
○ University specific supplements

● Possible option/required items
○ Interview
○ Portfolio
○ Graded paper



❏ Create an account in the Student Hub
❏ Work with Mrs. B to complete the application 
❏ Use the Buzzword connected to Elmwood 

(ElmwoodGrad2026)
❏ Choose 4 programs that are the same and one that is 

similar.
❏ Write a personal statement - 4000 characters
❏ Reference request
❏ Pay one fee, submit

UK Applications 

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.c
o.uk/

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/


Colleges
Canada has many 2+2 college-to-university 
transfer programs, often called articulation 
agreements or pathways. 

Examples:

- Nursing 
- Engineering
- Communications/Journalism
- Animation

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en

Benefits of the 2+2 Model

Cost-Effective: College tuition is often lower than 
university tuition, so you can save money during 
the first two years of your education.

Practical Skills: You get to learn valuable hands-on 
skills at the college level, which can make you 
more competitive in the job market after 
graduation.

Smoother Transition: College environments often 
have smaller class sizes and more support 
services, which can make the transition from high 
school to post-secondary education easier.

Dual Credential: In some cases, you may earn both 
a college diploma and a university degree

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en


Scholarships
Resource: Scholarships 
Canada

Scholarships across Canada, 
based on your profile (requires 
registration)

Resource: EInfo

University specific awards

Resource: ScholarTree

Bank of scholarships - needs 
an account to register

Top Scholarships in Canada

Major scholarships:

Loran - applies to most Canadian schools

Wolf - University of Toronto

Schulich Leader - STEM (not medicine) but applies to most schools

National Book Prize - University of Toronto

TD Bank Community Leadership - applies to most schools

McEuen - For St. Andrew’s University in Scotland

Morehead-Cain - for University of North Carolina Chapel Hill

Queen’s Chancellor's - For Queen’s

Terry Fox Foundation - applies for most schools in Canada

Jefferson Scholars - for University of Virginia

https://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
https://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
https://www.ouinfo.ca/scholarships
https://scholartree.ca/
https://www.go2canadaeducation.ca/schools
https://loranscholar.ca/
https://www.wolfscholars.com/
https://schulichleaders.com/
https://future.utoronto.ca/national-scholarships
https://www.td.com/ca/en/personal-banking/solutions/student-banking/community-leadership-scholarship-for-canadians
https://www.mceuenscholarship.com/
https://www.moreheadcain.org/
https://www.queensu.ca/registrar/financial-aid/application-required/future-students/major-awards
https://terryfoxawards.ca/
https://www.jeffersonscholars.org/scholarships


Concourse Global 

http://meet.google.com/wpn-vvxh-rzb
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1NQojqt-PKOZgzAZBkpQgbY561OYxITC-/preview


Important Dates 
OCTOBER ● Early applications in Canada where applicable

●  Deadline for applications to the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and 
for most courses in medicine, dentistry, and veterinary medicine/science - Oct. 
15th

NOVEMBER ● US early decision (Nov. 1)
● Irish Medical/Dentistry/Pharmacy/Physiotherapy Schools (Atlantic Bridge - 

Nov. 15th)

DECEMBER ● The Elmwood Deadline for Applications to be complete 
● Dec. 1 - UBC deadline to be considered for early admission and scholarship.

JANUARY ● Final date for applications to UCAS
● OUAC deadline
● UBC

FEBRUARY ● Final date for McGill 



● Stay organized - folders, bookmarks, keep track of all applications with Student ID 
numbers and passwords provided by each university - use the shared Google Doc

● Meet with me regularly (Link)

● Know your deadlines - mark your calendar

● Use all the tools fully

● Keep all communications and emails - open them; read them carefully; organize them

● Do your research - Attend university visits 

● Make sure you have completed your 40 hours of community service and send all documents 
to Ms. Clarke. 

● Confirm all of your OSSD graduation requirements have been met.

Final Thoughts 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19j9d3Fy9eogvfvvT9ve0s_nAo1BBAq8ne-jW7J8SpLw/edit?usp=sharing
https://calendar.app.google/unP3q4y6RSFpEg8i8
https://www.ontario.ca/page/high-school-graduation-requirements


QUESTIONS?



Complete this short 
survey to help us provide 
you with the information 
you need the most!


