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The State of the Schools
Why?

● Provides an update of how and what we are doing as a district
● Communicates a transparent view of operations of schools within the 

district



Overview of Presentations
● Keansburg High School

● Presented by Sean Brophy, Principal; Mr. John Bird, Vice Principal
● Joseph R. Bolger Middle School

● Presented by Mr. Joe LaRocca, Principal; Mr. Ryan Lillis, Vice Principal
● Joseph C. Caruso Elementary School

● Presented by Mrs. Elyse McMahon, Mr. Sean Henry and Caruso Student Council members
● Keansburg PreK 

● Presented by Mrs. Anne Hazeldine, Principal
● Pupil Personnel Services

● Presented by Ms. Tara Smith, Supervisor of Special Education 
● Office of Curriculum

● Presented by Ms. Christine Formica



Keansburg High School



Titan Progress
Post Graduation Data: class of 2025.

● Some of the Schools our Graduates are 
attending!

★ Brookdale Community College
★ Albright College
★ Monmouth University
★ Rowan University
★ Princeton University
★ Rutgers University
★ Stockton University
★ Montclair University
★ William Paterson University
★ Kean University
★ Washington and Jefferson University
★ Washington University in St. Louis

● Many of our students enlisted in the military 
and/or have joined the workforce.

★ Air Force
★ Marines
★ Coast Guard
★ Army Reserves



Graduation Report
The district graduation report, as required by N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.2 (pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7C-7 and 18A:7E-3)

should be presented to the district school board at a public meeting no later than September 30

The graduation report must identify the following:
1)  The total number of students graduated: 82 Students
2)  The total number of students graduated passing the high school end-of-course New Jersey Student Learning Assessment: 

● ELA - 47 students
● Math - 23 students

3) The number of students graduated under the substitute competency test process:
● ELA - 17 students
● Math - 26 students

4) The number of students graduated under the portfolio appeals process: 
● ELA - 15 students
● Math - 30 students

5) The number of students receiving State-endorsed high school diplomas as a result of meeting any
alternate requirements for graduation as specified in their IEPs: 

● 2 Students were exempt
6) The total number of students denied graduation from the 12th grade class: 10 Students

● 8 students are continuing on until they are 21 or a 5th year of High School.
● 2 students dropped out

7) The number of students denied graduation from the 12th grade class solely because of failure to pass
the high school end-of-course New Jersey Student Learning Assessment , substitute competency tests,
or portfolio appeals process based on the provisions of this chapter: 0



Keansburg High School
2025-2026 School Year - Goals

● Increase by at least 10% in proficiency by the end of the year in 
identified standards in Math and English courses.  

● By the end of the 2025-26 school year, KHS will reduce the chronic 
absenteeism rate (students missing more than 10% of school days) for 
the entire High School population by at least 5%.  This will be done 
though targeted attendance intervention and increase parent 
involvement. 

● Increase the High School graduation rate by providing academic, 
behavioral, and social support to at risk students.  KHS will improve its 
graduation rate by at least 5% for the 2025-26 school year.  This goal 
will be accomplished through intervention programs and consistent 
monitoring. 



KHS New Course Offerings  
● 3 new courses were offered last school year including 2 new AP classes 

and Monmouth County Sheriff’s Office dispatcher training. 
● This year we continued to expand our course catalog with:

○ AP Government
○ AP Psychology
○ AP Language and Composition
○ Ap Statistics

 



KHS Supports  
● Credit Recovery Program
● School Based Youth Services
● Guidance/CST
● Integrated Care Concepts
● After School Study Hall



Titan Community



Titan Happenings and Highlights!
Already underway or eagerly anticipated

● Keansburg Law Enforcement Academy
● Class Officers and Advisors
● Club Fair
● Class Meetings
● Spirit Week Underway
● Week of RESPECT (first week of Oct.)
● College & Military Visits
● PSAT/NMSQT (10/15)
● Fall Pep Rally (9/26)
● Homecoming Dance(9/27)

● ESports Gaming Club
● KEY Club
● Film Club
● School Drama/Musical
● Art Club
● World Culture Club
● School Musical
● National Honor Society 
● GSA
● Environmental Club
● Big Brothers Big Sister collaborative with 

Bolger



Titan Happenings and Highlights!
Continued

● Fundraisers -  Ongoing 
● Celebrating success and academics with Marking 

period Honor Roll awards
● Titan Shout Out
● Senior Day 9/27 before the Varsity Homecoming 

Football Game!
● Monthly Social Emotional Themed Lessons
● Block 5 Party (coming soon)
● New Kitchen Remodel

● Fall Sports
○ Girls Varsity Tennis
○ Girls & Boys Varsity Cross Country
○ Varsity & Junior Varsity Football
○ Cheerleading
○ Soccer (Keansburg/Keyport Team)

● Winter Sports - listen for interest meetings
○ Wrestling
○ Basketball
○ Bowling



Bolger Middle School



Bolger is Back!!!!!!!  

 



Bolger is Back!!!!!! 



Bolger Goals for the 25-26 School Year 

● ELA-10% student growth in Reading and and writing standards by the end of 
the school year

● Math-15% student growth on standard specific math applications by the end 
of the school year.

● Social and Emotional Support-Targeted support for student self regulation and 
application of coping skills

● Attendance-Reduction of chronic absenteeism 



Math Highlights 

Linkit benchmark growth (Assessment of Grade Level 
Proficiency of New Jersey Learning Standards)  

6th: 29% to 53%

7th: 35% to 48%

8th: 33% to 44%



ELA Highlights 

31% of Grade 6 students met or exceeded standards in Informational Texts, Literary Texts, 
and Vocabulary, which is the highest performance in the past 5 years.

17% of Grade 7 students improved in writing standards 

30% of Grade 8 students met or exceeded expectations, which is the highest percentage 
when compared to the last 5 years.

Students who have been enrolled at Bolger for two years performed, on average, 14% 
higher on the NJSLA than those who enrolled within the past year.

The ELA team exceeded their NJDOE SMART goal. The department met the goal mid year 
in January and continued to exceed it by 16% to the end of the year.



Titan extracurriculars are underway

● Drama Club
● Jr. National Honor Society
● Student Council
● Yearbook Committee  
● Fitness Club/Weight room
● E-gaming 
● Bolger Band (Holiday Concert-December 9th)



Titan Student Services

● Why-Try Leadership Program 
● Bolger guidance/CST department.  
● YMCA Counseling 
● Big Brothers Big Sisters
● Informed Care Concepts (ICC) Counseling 5 days a week.
● Monthly Social and Emotional classroom lessons



Titan Climate and Culture

● Increased student counseling and support
● Addition of increased school wide programs and educational 

opportunities.
● Focus on student attendance
● Monthly grade level activities through the guidance department
● Targeted Student behaviors for Titans of the month



Joseph C. Caruso School



So Far
● Currently 559 students enrolled
● Year 2 of the Savas ELA program
● Expanded our G&T program to 2 classes (33 students 

grades 2-5)
● Expansion of part Academic Loss support to 2 staff 

members as well as Wilson Reading Intervention 
● Every classroom in the building is receiving additional 

academic support
● We just rewarded our students who completed the 

summer reading assignment with an ice cream dance 
party (85 participants)  



Summer Work Completion Incentive  - Ice Cream Dance Party



ICC Art Therapy Partnership
We are happy to be offering art therapy five days a week 
at Caruso School through a partnership with Integrated 
Care Concepts, being able to service approximately 30 
students weekly with individual counseling sessions as 

well as lunch bunches and teacher consultation. 



● Students who have tested here for two 
consecutive years have shown a 16% 

improvement.

● Link-It, forms A-C, have shown a 9% increase.  
grades K-5.

ELA Highlights from 2024-2025



Math Highlights From 2024-2025
● Grade 3 showed a 24% increase in the Form A to 

C Benchmark.

● Grade 5 showed a 13% increase in the Form A to 
C Benchmark. 



ELL Highlight
Almost 100% of our staff has training in Sheltered 

English Instruction to ensure our ELL population has 
supported instruction throughout the school day. 



What’s Going on at Caruso? 

We are celebrating the positive here at 
Caruso! 

● We are continuing our Titans of the Week Awards where two students are 
chosen from the Golden Ticket raffle for demonstrating extreme kindness 
and get a book machine coin and Gems gift card. Two students are 
chosen weekly. 

● Our Halloween Parade is coming up at 9:30 on October 31st
● We just honored the first group of students of the month.
● We are kicking off our Week of Respect with a dance ensemble 

assembly on October 3rd. 
● Each trimester we will celebrate student successes at an evening 

recognition ceremony. Attendance, positive behavior, and academic 
achievements are just a few of the highlights. Our first one is on 
December 11th at 6:00, including hot chocolate and cookies. 



Staff Climate and Culture
A happy staff means happy students! 





● Current Enrollment is 149 students 
● 12 Inclusion Classes
● 2 Self-Contained Special Education Classes
● 22% Multi Language Learners



Current Initiatives
● Tools of the Mind Year 3 Endorsement: ToM will work with teachers and 

paraprofessionals to refine their classroom practices to endorse classes as exemplars of 
ToM implementation.

● Three classes will be piloting the Tools of the Mind SEED and PETALS assessments. 
These assessments  focuses on literacy and self-regulation.

● TS GOLD Assessment will be used in its entirety (36-38 indicators) for data collection will 
be used as part of multiple measures to gain information for family reports and for the 
Child Outcomes Summary. 

● The Child Outcomes Summary is part of a data collection process that the state special 
education office has asked us to use to collect data on 3 key indicators of child 
development for students with special needs at their entry if they qualify for an IEP 
and upon exit of our program. (Positive Social Emotional Skills, Acquisition and 
Use of Knowledge and Skills & Use of Appropriate Behaviors to Meet Needs.)

● Completed Train the Trainer professional development with NIEER on the 
Self-Evaluation for Emergent Bilingual Acquisition (SESEBA) instrument. Training 
will be ongoing for all KELC faculty and staff starting with this year’s PLC. Six 
indicators for exemplary preschool teaching practices in literacy development. 



Happy Highlights!
● The KHS Football Team helped walk our youngest Titans in the first week of 

school! We appreciate their help in this annual tradition! 
● Preschool Orientation and Back to School Night were well attended!
● We started a partnership with WIC. They attended Back to School Night and are 

scheduled for other family events.
● Titan Gear fundraiser occurred this month in time to have swag for Week of 

Respect in October!
● The Scholastic Book Fair will be next week at KELC!
● We will celebrate Spirit Week for Week of Respect 10/6-10/10 by doing multiple 

activities including Titan Pride Day and Putting the “I” in KIND!
● We will learn about Fire Prevention Month with a visit from the fire department in 

October! 
● Halloween Parade will be at 10:30. 
● Tender Smiles Dental Screenings are scheduled for November 5th.
● We are planning a Community Resource Fair scheduled for November with 

Bayshore Resource Network.
● We will be offering a 6 week Positive Parenting Program with Bayshore 

Resource Network and The No Hit Zone.



Pupil Personnel Services



Department of Pupil Personnel Services

● Child Study Team (Psychologists, LDT-C, Social Workers)
● Related Service Providers (OT, PT, Speech)
● Nurses
● Paraprofessionals



Special Education Department

District Special Education Population is 27%

Out of District Placements
23 Students (Down from Last Year)
Pre-K
2 Self Contained (Autism & PSD) 
12 General Education Inclusion

Caruso
9 Self Contained (3-Autism, 1-BD, 1-MD & 4-LLD)
In Class Support ELA & Math K-5th
Resource 4th & 5th Grade ELA & Math
General Education 



Special Education Department

Bolger
6 Self Contained (2-MD, 3-LLD, 1 BD) 
In Class Support ELA & Math
Resource ELA & Math

KHS
Self Contained (1 MD, 1 BD, LLD) 
In Class Support ELA, Math, Science, History
Resource ELA, Math, Science, History
General Education



YMCA Mental Health Services

The YMCA of Greater Monmouth County will work in collaboration with the 
Keansburg School District to provide children’s mental health services to 
special needs and emotionally challenged youth during the 2025-2026 
school year.  



YMCA School Contacts 

Caruso
Dana Florio (K-2) 

Caitlin McDonald (3-5)
Bolger

Petrina Zwirz (6)
Stefania Kohler (7 & 8)

KHS
Amanda Volturo (A-K)

Kelly King (L-Z)



Dynamic Learning Maps Results Spring 2025

Special Education Students in the Keansburg School District 
participated in DLM testing, which is an alternative assessment for 
students with the most significant intellectual disabilities in English 
Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science.



Dynamic Learning Maps Performance Overview

●  The student has a significant cognitive disability.

● The student is primarily being taught using the DLM Essential
      Elements as content standards.

● The student requires extensive direct individualized
      instruction and substantial supports to achieve measurable
      gains in the grade-and age-appropriate curriculum.



Dynamic Learning Maps Performance Overview

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11

MATHEMATICS

Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11

SCIENCE

Grades 5, 8, 11



Dynamic Learning Maps District Language Arts Results 2025

Total Students Taking Assessment: 13 

(In District & Out of District Students)

Number of Students Emerging: 13

Number of Students Approaching Target: 0

Number of Students at Target or Advanced: 0

Individual Student Score Report ELA

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Scoring/Individual_Student_Score_Report_YE_ELA.pdf


Dynamic Learning Maps District Math Results 2025

Total Students Taking Assessment: 13
(In District & Out of District Students)

Number of Students Emerging: 13

Number of Students Approaching Target: 0

Number of Students at Target or Advanced: 0

Individual Student Score Report Math

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Scoring/Individual_Student_Score_Report_YE_Math.pdf


Dynamic Learning Maps District Science Results 2025

Total Students Taking Assessment: 5
(In District & Out of District Students)

Number of Students Emerging: 4

Number of Students Approaching Target: 1

Number of Students at Target or Advanced: 0

Individual Student Score Report Science

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Scoring/Individual_Student_Score_Report_YE_Sci.pdf


Special Education News

SEPAG-Special Education Parent Advisory Group
Titan Friends of Diverse Learners

KSEPAG Mission Statement

Connect with us:
Email address: 

keansburgsepag@gmail.com

Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2849601131978801/?ref=share

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vM374HI2OpiuX_-fN8uP1XMowKiIRrVO/edit
mailto:keansburgsepag@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2849601131978801/?ref=share


Special Education News

SEPAG-Special Education Parent Advisory Group
Titan Friends of Diverse Learners Meeting Dates

October 8th-8:15 a.m.-9:30 a.m. @ Caruso Elementary School
January 14th-6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. @ KELC
March 12th-6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. @ Bolger
May 14th-8:15 a.m.-9:30 a.m. @ Caruso Elementary School



Curriculum and Instruction

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rc7jMDtUxDOP6vgUvuJ6JrI3-DnyiEb3NgZTcNEk5HU/edit?slide=id.g3817924fbe9_0_549#slide=id.g3817924fbe9_0_549

