
Air Quality 
In times of poor air quality, we have a system in place to ensure that we are utilizing the most 
up-to-date information available to help guide our decisions in whether to allow students to go 
outside for recess and when to keep them indoors.  

When the quality of our local air is in question, we first monitor the Washington Department of 
Ecology’s website at https://enviwa.ecology.wa.gov/mobile/, https://wasmoke.blogspot.com/, 
https://www.airnow.gov/, https://www2.purpleair.com.  
 
After we have evaluated the most recent air quality reports, we cross reference the labels 
provided with recommendations for air pollution and school activities by the Washington State 
Department of Health. Washington Children and Youth Activities Guide for Air Quality If the air 
quality is labeled as unhealthy for sensitive groups (orange dot), we restrict all students with 
breathing challenges from outdoor activities and provide alternative options. If the air quality 
reaches the unhealthy (red dot) or very unhealthy/hazardous range (purple dot), we restrict all 
students from participating in outdoor activities including recess, P.E., and athletics. 
  
After our initial findings for the day, we continuously monitor the air quality and make 
adjustments throughout the day as needed to protect the health and safety of our students and 
staff members. 
 

Outdoor Temperature 
 
The Selah School District uses the following guidelines when making hot and cold weather 
decisions. For school recesses and outdoor activities, the Weather Watch chart is used and 
referred to on an hourly basis when the weather reaches temperatures of concern.  For 
athletics, the following guidelines from the Washington Interscholastic Activities Association 
(WIAA) Heat Index are used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://enviwa.ecology.wa.gov/mobile/
https://wasmoke.blogspot.com/
https://www.airnow.gov/
https://4.files.edl.io/8a3c/09/18/24/180214-c323c6f1-5d7a-4e41-bc54-cd9e381a81d9.pdf
https://iowaccrr.org/resources/files/BGP/232%20Weather%20Watch.pdf
https://www.wiaa.com/heat-index-calculator/


Lightning 
 
The Selah School District monitors the current weather conditions and the weather forecast for 
thunder and lightning for both school activities like recess and outside physical education 
classes as well as outside activities and athletics.  School officials will monitor lighting strikes 
and then implement a five color system to advise students, staff and families of the current 
conditions and the forecast.   
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